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No. 7i7. 

FnoM 

The director of PUBLIC INSTRUCTION, 
To 


C. T. BUCK.LAND, Esquire, 

Junioi' Secy, to the Oovt. of Bengal. 

Dated Fort William, the Idth July 1857. 

Sir, 

In continuation of my letter No. 4C2, dated l.’ltli 
April last, I have the honor to submit the Reports of the 
Inspectors of Schools for tho 3rd Quarter of the year 185G-57, 
i. e., for tho months of November, December and January 
last. Mr. Harrison's Report was received only four days ago ; 
hence tho delay in the submission of the present communi¬ 
cation. 

2. The University Committee having brought its pro-, 
ceodings to a close, and submitted its Report, the Supremo 
Government, on the 12th of December last, published in tho 
Gazette a Resolution thanking that body “for the careful 
and complete way in which they had discharged their trust,” 
and “adopting unreservedly tho scheme of tho Committee, 
which, with few exceptions, is strictly in accordance with the 
views expressed hy the Hon'blc Court, in their Despatch of 
tho 19th July 1854, and by the Government of India, in tho 
letter appointing tho Committee.” A Vice-Chancellor an<l 
Senate were at the same time appointed by the Supreme Go- 


"Ultarpara J^ik-'ishna PufcBc Library 
Accn. ^ 
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vernment, and directed to “ proceed forthwith to promulgate 
the Rules proposed by the Committee ai^ sanctioned by the 
Government of India, and to pass s«ch other Rules, and take 
such further measures as may be necessary to give early and 
full effect to the scheme/’ 


3. Accordingly the first Public Examination of Candidates 


Calcutta. 

Berhamporo. 

Kuhtiaghur. 

Dacca. 

Patna. 

Bhaugulporc. 


Cuttack. 
Hcnui cs. 
A'^ra. 

Delhi. 

Ajmcrc. 

Lahore. 

ChiUagong. 


for entrance into the 
University w.as held 
in March last, at tjje 
places noted in the 
margin, and the first 


Examination for the grant of Degrees will probably be held 


about the same time next year. 


4. Tlio following Government Colleges have been affiliated 
to tho Calcutta University :—• 


_ ., ^ „ ( General Department, 

Presidency College... J 

° ( Law Department. 

Calcutta Medical College. 

Calcutta Civil Engineering College. 

llooghly College. 

Dacca College. 

Kishnaghur College. 

Berhamporo College. 


5. In accordance with orders from the Supreme Govern¬ 
ment, measures were adopted during the Quarter for taking 
possession, on the part of Government, of the ground “ consi¬ 
dered by the Right Hon’blc the Governor General in 
Council to be the best for the (new) Presidency College,” 
which ground is that immediately to the North of Coloo- 
tollah Street and West of College Street These measures 



( Hi ) 


are still in progre^, and although an unexpected difficulty 
has arisen from the {ligh Value* placed upon a bazar tliat oc¬ 
cupies a portion of the space selected by the Governor 
General, and it is in consequence not impossible that another 
site may have to bo selected, there is little doubt that tho 
ground will be ready at least as soon as tho Plan and Esti¬ 
mates for the new building are sanctioned. The Com¬ 
mittee employed in drawing up tho new design for tho 
College was busily engaged in tho work during tho Quar¬ 
ter under review ; and their proposals, together with a rough 
Estimate of the cost of carrying them out, are now before 
Government. 

6. For the proposed building for tho College at Borham- 
poro, an estimate amounting to Rupees (59,290) Fifty-nine 
thousand two hundred and ninety, has been included in tho 
Budget of lSo7-58, and the sanction of the Supremo Govern¬ 
ment is looked for at an early date. About ouo-half of tho 
above is the proceeds of tho Subscription raised by.the Inhabi¬ 
tants of the District in 1853 for the purpose, and the other 
half, it is proposed, should be contributed by Government. 

7. I have but little of special importance to report as to 
the Zillah Schools, m connection with tho Quarter unde^ 
review. They are, on tho whole, well reported of by the In¬ 
spectors, and tho effect of tho new Rules referred to iu para¬ 
graph 12 of my last Quarterly Report has been to bring them 
under more systematic and effective management than has 
been the case in past years. 

8. The entertainment of an additional Master, on Rujiees 
(200) two hundred a month, was sanctioned during the Quar- 

* Eiglit Iftca of Rupees are demanded for tho site known an Mudhuh Duti’s 
Bazar. 




RETURN of Grants^-aid sanctioned hy Government, from Isf November J856 to Slsf 

. January 1857. 
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Director of Public Instruction. 






No 318. 


Fi{OJ[ 

THE INSPECTOR of SCHOOLS. 

South Bengal 


To 


W. GORDON YOUNG, Esquire, 

Director of Public Insiniciion. 

Dated Ilooghly, Uh March 1857. 


Sir., 


I HAVE the honor to .submit my Rcpoit for tho 
Quaitor ending with the 31st January last, and I proceed to 
notice the seveial subjects \shicli you liavo diicctod tho 
Inspectors of Schools to report on periodically. 

2. The Colleges and Goveinment Schools of a superior. 

class visited by mo during the Quarter 

Colleges .111(1 Suixiior d i ir. i , 

Schi^uU. tho.se at Herharapoor, Kishnagliur, 

Howrah, and Ooterparah. Th(;.se InsU- 
tutions have been fiequcntly reported on during the last 
twehe months, and there is not therefore mudr to bo said. 
The Berhampoor College was working at a disadvantage 
when I went to that Station in November, in conseiiuenco of 
a temporary deficiency in the appointed number of Teachers 
and the absence of any Professor of Mathematica This has 
long since been remedied. 
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3. Thu Kislinrighiii' College will always he an efficient 
Institution in the hands of a man like Mr E Lodge, who, in 
addition to the other ijualifications of a Professor and Prin¬ 
cipal, possesses a degioo of influence over his Subordinates 
and the Students which nothing but more than common 
ability and earnestness could give. 

4. I regretted to find fiom a conversation w'ith this Officer, 

that the Establishment of the Civil En- 
gineering College was not looked upon 
by the Students at Kislinaghur with 
that interest and satisfaction which might have hcen expect¬ 
ed. I am inclined to thijik that this is owing chiefly to two 
causes—the one being the significant declaration that'Oo- 
vermiient would not considei itself under any ohUfjatlon to 
give employment in the Depaitment of Public Woiks to 
those who might go through the Civil Eugincciing com sc, 
and the second cause being that unpractical tendency of 
our College Students upon which I haie before lemaiked, 
and which leads them to abhor anything like physical exer¬ 
tion ■ It will take some time before we shall reconcile these 
Look-men to bricks and mortar. 


5. I w'as glad to find that a suggestion which I had made 
at my last \isit, that the College Li- 

t’ollogo Libiiiiy , ,11,,.,, 

biaiy should be lighted up in the 
evenings, had been carried out; w liile the subscriptions for the 
erection of a Public Library had been coming in famously. 


fi. I was present during the hour when the 1st Class of 

Mr Boat-ou School Department were with Mr. 

Beatson in Literature , and I w'as 
greatly pleased with the clear and excellent manner in which 
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■he conimiiiiicateJ yibtruction, keeping alive the attention and 
interest of tlie pupils most thoroughly. 

7. The Ilowi'ah and Ooterpaiah Schools are working well 

„ , , Cowper and Eaboo Boim 

r.iKili'sdiook* Mitter. 'J’he .selection of the lattei 

gentleman in the place of Baboo Rant 
Tonoo Lahoorei', who has obtained a year’s leave of ab¬ 
sence, has been a fortunate one. The Sub-As.sistaut Sur¬ 
geon of Ooterjiarah (B.iboo Doorgachurn By.saek) recently 
srnit me some Matliematical papeis written by three Students 
ol the 1st Class, m competition for a Medal which that gentle 
man has, with much liberality and public spirit, offered as a 
Prize in Jrathematics , and the jiajicis showed that the siili- 
jeet had been well tauglit. Theie have been several changes 
and promotions among the Jiuiior Mash is of the Howi.di 
and Ooterparah Schools during the Quarter; and, atli r 
obtaining your sanction to the appointment of a Pundit to tin- 
former at a salaiy of Rupees 20,1 held a public “ Competition " 
IC'cammation at the SchooUlIouse, and .selected the best can 
didate. 


8 Under this head I may mention that m November 
I proceeded to Berhaiiipoor for the 
purpose ol conducting the examination 
of “ Candidates for appointment and 
pi emotion in the Education Dejiaitment," or, in other woids, 
the Teachership Certiticate Examination. There were alto¬ 
gether eleveu candidates, but all for the lowest oi third grade 
Certificate. Six succeeded in passing, but only one so as to 
deserve the full .salary attached to this grade, vi':, Rupi'cs oO. 
Nearly all were very deficient in the power of communicating 
iirstiuction lu Mathematics, Geography, He, through the 
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medium of the Vernacular, while the answers to the written- 
({uestions on the Art of Teaching were miserably bad. There 
will be no improvement in our Junior Teachers until we have 
a Normal School for them. I need not say anything on this 
occasion in respect to improved methods of teaching subjects 
or books, as all these matters have been exhausted by the 
School Improvement Committee in their Report, which is 
now being printed. 


The Tnspoc tors’ ODlco 
Work lucreaswl. 


9. During this Quarter, an increase in the amount of 
Offi,ce work done by the Inspectors was 
occasioned by the orders transferring 
to ns the dispos.al of cases relating to 
, the Leave, Promotion, and Appointment* of Teachers in 
Zdlali Schools drawing less than Rupees 50 per mensem. 
Indeed, the correspondence branch of the In.spectors’ duties 
has become so largo as to threaten the enicicnt performance 
of other duties. With about 150 formal official letters, more 
than 150 of a demi-official kind, and 300 native letters, to 
write every month,—besides other work, such as the examina¬ 
tion of Teachers, the checking of Monthly Returns, the issue 
of Bills, &c., &c,—one or two days’absence fiom Office, for 
the purpose of travelling or visiting Sthcols,—creates an 
accumulation of arrears from which it is difficult to recover 
for several weeks. 


10. I have felt this drawback very keenly during the 
„ past three months, because, in addition 

Work of tho Quarter ^ ’ 

muior iiotioo impeded by to my usual duties, I had charge of 

Bptciai laiuts. IFooiL’oui’s Offi.ce for more than 

a month, and for ten days I was confined to my bed from 


Duiiiig the Quarter sa Teachers were appoiated by me to Zillah Schools. 
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severe illness; so tjiat if my Monthly Statement of Schools 
visited show but poorly, I do not think I deserve blame on 
that account. 

11. Regarding the Vernacular branch of my correspon¬ 
dence, I have one word to add. I 
aeuce. think it ot great mportanee that this 

should for the present bo kept up 
vigorously; for Native Manageis and Pundits will lose their 
interest in the new Schools, if their leiteis (tiresome and 
frivolous as they often are) arc not answered. This Gruiit-iii 
aid system makes it necessary for the Inspectors to keep 
“ the iron hot” by plenty of talking and writing, or, subscrip¬ 
tions will fall oft) quarrels will arise between Managers and 
Teachers fatal to the Schools, and the whole system will bic'ak 
down. 


12. During the Quarter, nine Indents for Prize and Li¬ 
brary Books from Zillah Schools wmre 
liook'^liidout^! * forwarded by me to the Secretary to the 

Government Book Agency, after the 
ic\ised alteration which you have directed tlio Inspectors to 
make in these Indents, whenever they deem it necessary, 
I believe that one object you had in view in giving this ordi r 
wa.s that something like uniformity sliould bo obtained in 
regard to the works selected ; but it is difilcult to effect this 
object by the present plan. I would strongly recommend 
that persons competent for the task should draw up carefully 
a copious selection of works adapted for Zillah School Libraries 
and Prizes, and that a printed copy of this List should then 
be furnished to the different Local Committees. The object 
of uniformity will then be attained, and the still more import¬ 
ant object of securing the selection of such Books only as are 



( « ) 


really approiuiate Neillier Local Comni;ttocs nor Inspector^ 
unassisted can be cxijected to perform this duty satisfactorily. 

l.j. There have been the usual complaints and correspon¬ 
dence about delay on the part of the Secretary to the Book 
Agency ; and the transfer of this duty to other hands will, I 
hope, be an improvement. 

I'L During the Quarter, I submitted to you a Report on 
certain proposals received fiom the Lo- 

/ill.ih ui I’ll- Autborilu'.s on the subject of the 

Puriiha School , and I recommended 
that, instead of reducing the Schooling Fees bom 1 Rupee 
to 8 Annas, in a Distiiet where there can be little ad¬ 
vantage in teaching the people English,—or, at all events, in 
lucieasing the number who alieady attend the English 
School in .spite of the present rate,—a good Vernacular School 
.should be set on fool, wliieh might bo made attiactive to tlie 
people by appointing a Cutcherry Mohuirir to teach Zemiii- 
dary Accounts, Legal Processes, &c., ifcc. 

lo. A similar rccommcnd.i.tion has also been submitted in 
respect to another School, where the 

Zill.ih School at Sum- circumstances’ aic much the same, 
Inili'oic. 

viz , that at Sumbulpore, whoic seventy 
boys are spending .some ye.tis in getting a little lliiiglisli 
“ wlule-w.ish,’’ thougli there is little or no demand for 
such a (jualification m that part of the country. 

1 (j. When \ isitiug Midnajxire last year, I had some con- 
, , , , versatioii with Captain Beadle on the 

Ph}i'ical KuiUMtion at ^ . 

l^Iulnapou', nutl cUo* ^ul^ject of OlCCtlll^ <X LlNO.S ColUt lU 

the School Compound, I thought that 
it a fair propoilion of the e.xpense were lai.sed on tlie spot, 
\ou might sanction a grant lioni the suiplus luuds ot the 
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School; but the , inhabitants have themselves raised tlie 
whole amount (upwards of Rupees £00)—a proceeding 
which does them great credit. I hoi^e the same thing may 
be attempted elsewhere. Manliness and courage so muc.li 
depend upon physical training, that I think wc .should pay 
more attention to this subject in the education of the middle 
and upper clas.scs who attend our Engli.sh Schools and Col¬ 
leges The Gymnastic Lessons at the llooghly and Presi¬ 
dency Colleges have .not succeded—probably bccau.so the 
Students could sec no practical u.se in the thing. But if a 
recommendation, which I made .some time ago, oftcaching 
the lads the use of fire-arms and horsc-iidmg, wm-c adopted, 
I think there would be no such leluctance. If the sons of 
our Zemindars could acipiirc the habit of shooting Snipe and 
JIacoits, and of riding over their lands and seeing things with 
theii own eyes instead of the eyes of their Omlah, it would 
be a decided improvement. 

17. I come now to speak of aided Anglo-Vernacular 

Schools. ] have leccivod .several appli- 

Airlca Anglo-Vernacu- cations for Grants-in-anl for the csta- 

l.u bchooK 

blLshment of the.se Schools ; but as I 
was given to undenstand that Government would probably 
not sanction Grants for any more Schools of this class on 
their prc.scnt footing, and as no orders were jiassed upon my 
previous applications for Grants, I have for .some time defer¬ 
red forwarding them, until I receive further instructions. 
The total number of Grants for Anglo-Vernacular Schools 
recommended during the Quarter do not therefore exceed 
eight—three for Banc(»orah, three for Hooghly, one for Ka)- 
shye, and one for Beerbhoorn. 

18. For the aided Anglo-Vernacular Schools already at 
woik, I have selected and appointed eleven Teachers during 
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tlio Quarter. In three of those established by Baboos Joy- 
kisscn and Rajkissen Mookorjce, the large increase of pu¬ 
pils has rendered it nccc.ssary to appoint an additional 
Teachci. There were thirty-one Schools of this class actu¬ 
ally at work on the 31.st January, attended by about 2,300 
Students 

19. I should cro this have drawn up a set of Rules for 
these Schools, corresponding to those which I prescribed for 
tho aided Vernacular Schools ; but as the whole course of 
instructigp, mode of study, and rules of discipline hitherto 
in force In tho Zillah Schools were undergoing an entire 
change at tho hands of the School Improvement Committee, 
I thought it better not to lay down Rules which would in a 
very shoit time ho replaced by others. I thought it bettor 
merely to direct the 'i'cacheis and Managers to follow the 
course of instruction and the Rules, as far as they were found 
applicable, adopted in the Zillah Schools. 

20 With tho heavy Oflice work described in a preceding 
paragraph, I have not found it pos.siblo to devote time to the 
inspection of these Schools; and as the pupils are, for tho 
most part, only learning the mere iiidimcnts, I cou.sidored it 
ipiite biillicient if they weie duly inspected by my Deputy In- 
■spectois, who are all of them distinguished College Students. 

21. Under the head of “Training and Instruction of 
Teacheivs,’' I have nothing of importance to record. The 
next subject is that of Vernacular Schools. 

22. Dining tho Quaiter, I have seketed and appointed 

twenty-four Head Pundits to various 

Aiilcl Vcriiaciiliir Schools in the Division; four of 

Schuolt#. 

the number \\cre taken from Pundit 
Eshuichundcr Yydiasagur’s School, and the rest were selected 
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after special examination at my Office, out of about tlireo 
times that number of candidates. 

23. Tlie number of aided Vci nacular Sciiools actually at 
work* in thi.s Division at the close of the Quarter was 7!); 
and these Schools were di.stributed as follows .— 

39 in Zillah Hooghly. 

7 „ „ Howrah. 

7 „ „ Nuddea. 

15 „ „ Burdwan. 

9 „ „ Bancoorah. 

2 „ „ Midnapoor. 

The number of pupils attending •thc.so Schools was .about 
4,000, each paying an average fee of 2 annas a month. 


21. There arc a few Girls in two or three of tlicso Schools, 
and I have recently received four 

Feiieile Schools • 

applications for tye c.stablishnicnt ol 
Schools to be attended exclu.sively by Girls. The projectors 
liave consi'iitcd to my appointing Chiistian Female Teachers, 
and I am in coiiespondcncc with the Missionaries in charge 
of Chiistian Schools, with a view to the selection of proper 
{ler-ions. As soon as this has been arranged, I shall forward 
the ajiplications to you for the .vinetioii of Goveiument to 
the nccessiry expenditure The people liave not in any case 
proposed to bear any poi tioii of the current cvponse.s, but 
willproMflo School-Houses. 1 think that in the present 
.state of public opinion, Government .should gladly take upon 
itself tlio whole expense of maintaining such Schools. Tlio 
projectors make a con.sider.ablo sacrifice, m cxpo.sing them¬ 
selves to annoyance and dislike on the part of a largo section 


* I. e, cxcliisocol Schixih wuK liont.l, l>iit not opcncl, , and cxcluioo 
of Model or Goicrnmcut Vernacular Schools. 
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(<l ili'Mi 1;, ; (nliglO'jiiod luiiglibuiirs , iiiul^llirit saciilleo bhoukl 
Ijij liiAil .it IcaA as equivalent te a meie pecuiii.ii v donation 

Dining the QiiaitiT, I liave forwarded iur sanction 
sixteen applications for Giants to ini- 
pioved Vernacular Schools , and many 
more would have been sent, but for 
the (liscoinagcinont and suspicion which lias been caused by 
riineinineiit liaving, diiiing the last tliicc inonllis, passed no 
oiileis upon the ajiplications foi Giants pieviously foiwaided 
I 11 1 beset with coinplnnts and laeientations from all (|uai- 
limaboiit lliis delay, while my Deputy liispictois aie in 
many pi.ices ticafed with deiisioii when they ussuic the peo¬ 
ple that the delaj is only ti ni|ioi,iiy 

‘20 Duiiiig till'(,Juaiter, anolliei lnlf-\e,ulv Exammatinn 
ol all Hi bools of (bis class esi.iblishcd 

llill-Miih r,\,iiiii- 

iiiiii.iis Hi* v. 111,11.il.ii SIX nionlli. .iiid iipw.nds b.is t.iken 
S. li.Hils . .mil 1 ii/is pl.e'e^ ,iud Pii/.'s will be distiibnted to 

those Htiiib'iits who liaiedone well, as soon as the Indeiils 
aie leceiM'd 'Hie cost ol IIicm' L’lizes will I piesuine be 
p.iid, witboui qiii'stioii, under the ordeis (No oOy) of (he 
Siipieme Go\einmeiil, commuinc.iled to the ('.oieinment ol 
lleiigal on the Idlli Eebiiiaiv I.Sc"), a-it was not, I pie 
slime, iiiteiideil that (he subsequent ouhl.sol the I flh No¬ 
vember blst (.\o I (ill f'l, on the sub|ect of i ewai ils to Moiled 
Schools, .should be letiospcctho in their effect, iwen if it was 
tlieieby lulended lo i. Iiiso expondiluie in Pii/cs to the//i,- 
(/I'l/cnons' Schools [ilaced on nn impuned footing by means of 
Giants in-aid. 

27. The oideis last mentioned wcie commiinicated to nic 
on the ‘29tli Dccembei hist, as a leply to uiy letter of the 23rd 
dune is.it), in which I solicited sanction to a .small Giant of 
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the iiublic money f«ir tlio piuposo of stimul.iling tlic 'I'cai lu ih 
of Ihiligonoiis Veniacul.U' Scliools in my Division to iinfim,' 
the natiue of their instruction ; pointing out at the same time 
tlio cxtiome iiigenc} of some siioli measure, in c“onse(|uenee 
of tlic inability or ilisinclinalioii of the people in mo-,t Dis- 
trietd to avail tlieniselves of the Crifnt-iii-anl s\slein tor Vei- 
n.iculir Schools J trust, theivfoio, that when it has bi'eii 
explained to the Supiome (hneinment, that tlm expeiidiluu 
to which then letter has reference is loipiiied as an eiu'oii 
iagemeiit to I’npils ami Teacheis in Iailhjcmms Sdioels im- 
pioved by nmaiis of Ciiaiits-in-anl, or by tlio oxcilioiis df (he 
(looioo Mohasho\.s themselves, it will bi' readily sanctioned 

• 

12.S. Dining tlio (Jiiailer iiiidi'r notice, I have recommend 

sanction of (lovoininenl 
. Ii' SiImimI’ sjaaii to .should he obtained to the eai ly exleii 

tiils llHIMUl] , , 

.sioii of till' plan of ‘ tjnele Sclio.ils ' 
ado|ile(l 111 Mr Woodiow’.s Diwsioii, to (ho Distiiets ol tin, 
Divisiuii. Tli.it pi,111 was origin,illy lecoiiimended liy Mi 
Woodiow .soon .iltei he coninieiieed operations, on the gioiind 
tliat the (<i,uit-ni .ud .system was not one likely to sneeced ( . 
,iiiy sensible extent h'l ,i loin; time I did not ii'i oiniiieiid* 
the intiodiietioii ol the ('ncle Si liool plan into iny, Division 
,it that time, because the pirn i)b\ loiisly does mil m,d,e the 
saim; elfective piovisioii loi an ad'i.iiiced de'iaiption of Ivin 
i.ition as tlie legulai (di.iiit ni-anl plan—foi, nmler the l.iltei, 
I'.icli School has the whole time and .sei vices ol a ijiialitied 
ruiidit, while under the former, each School only gets a tlind 
or a fouitli of the Pundit s time. 

2 !). Moreover, it appeared to mo that the C'lielo School 
sy.stcm w.is somewhat at vaiianeo with the .spnit and iiilen- 

I liMjii'tliat ill!' iir;;'III t li.is Iwcii sniHi lemly nicli; nut lu my ,S|.i i.a 
r.c'liuit uu llm I'mvK';. ot Dluc.ition, tUlcd llie iSlli Sci'lciulxi l.m. 
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tion of the now measures, as the amount raised in the Circle 
Schools from Schooling Fees would, in many cases, fall short 
of the amount given by Government. Indeed, in the Dis¬ 
tricts of my Division, the amount of fees collected in any 
three adjoining Patshallas is very seldom equal to the amount 
which Government is asked to give to each Circle. Thej,Go- 
vernment gives Rupees 25 to a Circle of three Indigenous 
Schools, and Mr. Woodrow estimated the monthly receipts, 
from fees &c., &c., in these Schools, at Rupees 27. This may 
he the case in such Districts as the 24-Pergunnahs and Bara- 
set, hut certainly not in my Districts—not even in Hooghly, 
where the receipts I believe amount to an average, for each 
School, of about Rupees G (including fee.s, clothes and food)—an 
estimate ivhich corresponds far more closely with that arrived 
at by Mr. Adam than with that stated by Mr. "Woodiow 
So that if the Orant-in-aiil Rules were to ho strictly followed, 
I could only ask for a Grant of Rupees 18 for a Cucic of 
three Schools, which would hardly be sufficient for the proper 
working of the plan. 

SO. But it appears probable that Government sanctioned 
the outlay for Circle Schools in the Eastern Division, without 
reference to the Rules for Grants-iu-aid (for Mr. Woodiow 
did not pretend that an amount fully equivalent to the Grant 
would always and everywhere be raised), and with reference 
solely to the grounds urgeil by Mr. Woodrow, vb, that there 
was no other plan for making an improved description of 
education available for the mass of the people. 

31. As I have said, I preferred to try the Grant-in-aid 
system thoroughly in my Division before resorting to the 
inferior plan of Circle Schools; but it soon became evident, 
that although the iermei system might succeed to a certain 
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extent, other supplpmcntary measures must be adopted for 
the purpose of reaching the mass of the people, as shown in 
my Special Report, dated 15th September last. I therefore 
long ago recommended, that whenever all the principal places 
in any Thannah Division have been thoroughly vi.sited and 
“ agitixted,” and every means ailopted to secure the establish¬ 
ment of superior Grant-in-aid Schools, the Circle School system 
should thcin be introduced into those Towns and Villages, 
which, though jiossessing a considerable population, had not 
established the former class of Schools. I would recommend 
this course being adopted in cveiy Zillah,—even in Hoogbly, 
Nuddea, Burdwan, and Baiicoorah, where Grant-in-aid Schools 
are gradually increasing in numlwr;—but still more is this 
necessary in such Districts as Rajshye, Bcerbhoom, Moor- 
.shedabad, and Midnapoor, whcie the Grant-in-aid system will 
not be resorted to by the people to any sensible extent for 
several years. 


Xo. 1. 

.*>0 in at ‘iJ IN per inonsciu 

yt) ID Ml«ll|,l|»OOl „ ,, 

JiO in Hoo^riiiy 

uO III Nuddo.i ff „ 

30 in i»m(h\an ,, 


7.V) 0 0 
7r>0 0 0 
7r>o 0 0 
750 0 0 
700 0 0 


32. I iiave therefore solicited permission to organize Circles 

as per margin in the 
first instance, c.x- 
tending the schcino • 
to other Districts 
hereafter. It will • 
bo seen that I htive 
made two Lists of 
Districts: The first 
compri.ses the Dis¬ 
tricts whole our at¬ 
tempts to establish 
Grant-in-aid Schools 

have been longe.st in prosecution, and where neaily all tho 
Graiit-m-aid Schools which we aro likely to have are now ia 
course of* establishment,—and the second List comprises 


For tho present, ami to ho rvtcndeil hereafter 
U’lieii .til the Thann.ilis have heca vi&ito<l — 

. . 500 f> 0 
... 5'jO 0 0 
... 0 0 
.. COO 0 0 


20 111 Moorshedabad, at 25 each 
20 in Malda „ 

20 in Itajshyc ,, 

20 in Beerbhooni ,, 


230 


Total of Ks. per mensem 5,750 U 0 
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(liosc Dihtiicts wIk io a portion only of the principal Towns 
liavo Ijccn vi.sitcil Ultimately, a i^o'cater miinlicr of Circles will 
bo ic(|uireil in tli(‘ Distiict.s of tlio second List than in those 
of the fii'^t, bceaiiso wo are not likely to have so many Uiant- 
m-aid .Schools m the latter, and the reason why moie Circles 
are at pio.seiit proposed fur the Distiicts of the former List, is 
that a oreatcr nmnhor of Tharinah Divisions have been ex¬ 
plored and “ agitated” in the former than in the latter. 

as. Supposing that on the average 200 boys are taught 
in each of the Circle.s, the formation of which has been iceom- 
metided, the cost will be Riijiees 5,7.)0 per mensem for the edu¬ 
cation of ■15,0()() hoys, or an average of about 2 annas a head 
jier month, or J-S a year I am aware that sanction was given 
to the Circle School plan in Mr. Woodiow’.s Division as an 
('.(•[lerlmnd ; but as theio is now no doubt as to the jieiteit 
success of that cxpeiiuieiit, there appeals to be no leasou why 
the mcasuie .sliouhl not be extended in its opoiatioii. 


.‘IL Shortly after submitting this suggistiuii, f was in- 


“ ('ill ll‘” hnoU, 

(ji.uit-in- jikI S(Iu>(i1'«, 
.mil l’ii/i"> to Ti’.U‘1km'> 
ol liiiliticnuus 
hlioiilil 1)0 inlioiUicul >1- 
lUuU.llRUUsl} 


torined that it had not been contem¬ 
plated by (loveinmeiit, that the thiee 
■s)stems alluded to in the preceding 
paiagiaphs .should be introduced into 
the same Distiicts, but that the 


‘■iiiodcr or “aided” School system should be tried in some, 
and the “ Ciich' School” .system in othci.s. T stated iii leplv, 
that T thought tins view of the ciuse was ojien to obj.'clion. 


and that no one of these .systems would siitlice for the ediica 
tioiial wants of a whole Distiict, and they must he vvoiked in 
every District, bcc.uise the dilferont Towns and Village.s of .i 
Distiict ditl'er niaterially in inspect to local circumstance-' 
U IS uoiiseiisc, I think, to .speak of the re.-'pcctivc character- 
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istics ami wants aiul circumstances of ditVorent Districts, 
one might as well talk of Eiiro|iean cliaiactoristics Ivich 
Distiict compiisos Towns ami Villages, wliich dillcr most 
materially from one another in rogaril to the facilities which 
they respectively afford for tlic progress of Kdiicatioii, so 
that although m one Town there m.iy he a ])opnlation 
sutiiciently large, wealthy and intelligent to enable us to c'lta- 
hhsh a Suiierior School, under tin'terms of the Grant in-aid 
Rules, theie may be anothei Town, not ten miles oil', wheie 
none of these' enemnstanees e\ist, and w lu'ic conseqm'nlly somi' 
lesi eifrctive means of I'klucation must be devised, such as eom- 
bniing lliieo of the Patshallas into a L'nelc, and piitlmg them 
iimlei the msti nation and managi'inenl. of a I’umht., wlio shall 
sh in' Ins time and labour betueen them In anothei ])laci‘, 
whole there is pi'ihaps no Patshalla at all, or wlieie fiom 
othei eirciimslances the conditions necossaiy for the ap[)omt- 
ment, of a Cncle Pundit are wanting, we must be content, 
with the lowest di'gree of improvement, e/r., Iliat involved in 
the '• Gooioo Mohashoy Rewsinl ’ s)stem, under which we 
gne a small lewaid to the Gooroo Mohashoy, if he will inlro- 
iluee into Ins School certain minor improvements, such as the 
use of pi lilted Rooks, Arithmetic on the Eiigli.sh .sysleiii, 
Reading, kc. 

tl") With inspect to the few Government Vernacular 

Schools, I have only to repoit that I 

(yjicimiicnt \ eiiiain- Jiave recommended alowaid of Ruiiocs 
I 11 bdioiil'. _ '■ 

So to the Pundit at the Kandeo School, 
(in Zillah Moorshedabad.) for the .state of efficiency to which 
lie has brought that School, and that the Commissioner o( 
Cutt.vck has kindly undertaken to look after the Vernacular 
Schools in that Division, several of which are conducted by 
inefficient Teachers, and all of wliich reipiiro proper supervi¬ 
sion. In January, I a.skcd Mr. Cockburn to .select a fit 
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Pundit for the Koordah School, as the prqsent Teacher could 
not even send in correct Returns. The Sydabad School at Ber-^ 
ham poor, which I visited in November, was still suffering from 
the evil influence and advice of the Pundit who had recently 
been dismissed. 


Deputy Inspectors. 


36. The Deputy Inspectors have continued to perform 
their laborious duties very satisfactorily. 
Baboos Protap Narain Singh, Bromo 
Mohun Mullick, and Kali Prosunno Banerjca, deserve pro¬ 
minent mention. The last mentioned of these Officers shoukb 
I think, be promoted to the First Grade as soon as twelve 
months have elapsed from the date of his appointment. His 
great success in a very unpromising District, and the expense 
he is put to in traversing the extensive area comprised in 
his juiisdiction, entitle him to this promotion. 


87. The number of Schools visited, and of miles travelled 
by the several Deputy Inspectors, during the Quarter, is as 
follows:— 



Xo, of b*-lu)ols 

N'o iA Mil 

pKit X.ii uu 'Mngh .. 

IloogliK 

r>o 

4t.l> 

llKHiio Moiinn Nlnlli'k . .. 

llUKonr.ih 


'.'.S 

Ill oion it!) )i D 1 

SinUbu .. 

17 


iiuitv .Slink*') Diiit . 1 

iliixlu.D) 

4 J 

iss 

Wool)) «< Inn n 11 1 1*1 ti • • •. ; 

Midn >)»><» .. 

1 (.tl 

ir, 

K.iHy I’lM-'iuiiio ll.uurii.i I 

iM(><ii-.)n.Hla!>Ad . 

4o 

27 0 

ll.itn l.-ilt Mittoi ... 

U.ijHliyo 

17 

171 

I'VIrx .^*^ll.nln^ •** .. j 

M.iM.i 

VI 

n 

1 * 1111.1 Nnn*l Mnokt'ijio*. .. j 

llo*‘il»hooni .. 

'1*. 

VIS 


38. About the commencement of the Quarter, I succeeded 
in obtaining the services of Baboo 
Htcrbliooiii. Puna Nund Mookorjeo as Deputy In¬ 

spector of Bcerbhoom, where he posse.sses some local influence. 


* Mr. Job mnoR in*! Pnm Nuiul Mook<.ij*jc did not jom Uicii DwtncU uuUl after 

tho t'omincucoiuont of tlio Qn.utcr 
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He is meeting wiJLii foir success, and tlio iiiliabitants of the 
District appear to bo well disposed towards the exteosiou of 
improved Schools. 

89. Baboo Ram Lall Mitter has exerted himself to estab- 

„ ,. , lish Schools in the District of Ilajshyc, 

but without much success. The small 
number of Indigenous Schools in this District, aud iu the 
adjacent Distiict of Alalda, affords sufficient explanation of 
.the difficulty of making progress there. Mr. Felix Johannes, 
the Deputy Inspector of the latter District, has not succeeded 
yet in sending in a single application for a Oraut-in-aid. 

40. Things are not going on .so well in Nuddoa, undei 
Brojonath Mookerjeo, as I cxpecteii. 
There is a fair nuiuber of applications 
for Grants, but the Schools .already establislicd are not working 
very well. The three last,—those in Burnuggur or Oolla,— 
.still remain closed, in consequence of the recent terrible 
pestilence. ^ 

II. Baboo Wooma Chum Ilaldar, of Midnapoor, still 
, finds himself unable to iniluee the* 

MianajioDr. 

, people of that Distmt to .establish 

improved .Schools. The “Circle School” and “ Gooroo-Maha- 
.shoy Reward” systems must at once be introduced here. 

42. Our me.a.sures are working well in the remaining 

. . • 

Distiicts of Burdwan, Bancooiah, Ilooghly, and Moorshedabad 

43. During the Quarter, I recommended that each of my 

Deputy Inspectors should be furni.shcd, 
the u'qm'u luspcaois***"^ public expense, with a Medicine 

Chest, as they are exposed to much 
risk of illnjjgs fioin fatigue, bad food, and bad lodging, &c., 

u 
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wliilii they urc' (.'(jiistantly at a distance froin all medical aid 
I'liey must also fre((ucutly have cases of sudden illness brought 
to then notice, where timely aid from the Medicine Chest 
would be the means of saving life. 

4b The establishment of Book Agencies and Shops at 
Towns in the interior of Districts other 

liook Agcni'ies 1 n 1 1 n • 

than the budder Stations (where tlie 
School Book Society already has Agencies) proceeds, though 
slowly. Tliiec have been established dining the Quarter,—two 
111 Midnapooi and one in Rajshye. From tlie.se Agencie.s, 
and those picviou.sly established, eighteen Indents were le- 
ceived dining the Quartey for Vuhimc.s, nearly alt of 
which wcie, of coui.se, meicly School Books lOi) Vohime.s 
more weio indented for on account of Biizes to aided Verna¬ 
cular Schools 


bo. in November I addic.ssod tho School Book Society, 
a.skiiig tliem to help me in piomoting, thiough the means of 
these Agencies, the sale of Veriiaculai Woiksin (Jeni'ial Liteia- 
tnie ol a Useful and healthy dialacter among adult leaders. 
Ihe Koveiend Mi. Long having, at my icipiest, furnished nm 
with a list of .such \\ oiks, I leipicsteil the Society to direct 
their Sccietary to make arrangements with the Pubh.sirei.s 
and Piopiielois of those Woiks, with a view to their being 
supplied both to their own Agents and to the Mofiis.sil Agents 
appointed midei the Deputy liispectois. 


4G This will piobably bo acceded to by the Society; but 
I must say that the great object of 
Society. lowns iiiid \illages ot 

Bengal with cheap Books, is not likely 
to be cairicd out efficiently by this Society, unless it makes a 
radical change in its present machijiciy. If the Society could 
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not supply a few Zillali Schools with Bookh without enormous 
delays and at unreasonable expense, it is not likely that (liev 
will be able to undertake such a Work as I have now indicated 
I am only stating what I believe to be the opinion of the 
Sfembers themselves, and I hope they will take the remedv 
into their ow'n hands. 

47. The Public Libraiies have not all .sent me theii St.itis 
tical lletnrns for the' Qiiaitci; but the 

Public PilimriiM 

following IS an Abstiact of .such as 

1 have received • — 



Ni> uf 

liibi.iiy 

1 

.l^llOIIIlt 

el’ 

SllllM'llptlOlIH 

1 j\o ol lii)t)ls 

! boHOWt'll 


:(() 

i;. iu 0 0 

I7i'> 

Ituiilu.m 

12) 

„ m; id 0 


MuhiaptH)! . 1 

110 - 

,, 101 K 0 

•J!l7 

Is .il tele 

40 

.17 s oj 



Folly llupees worth of Vernacular Books have been .sup 
plied, at the expense ot Uoveiiiment, to the Pulilic Libiaiies . 
at Bancooiah, Nattore, and Soory. 

48 Understanding that Baboo Shamachurn iSirc.ar (Rui nia) 
was about to piibli.sh a new (‘ihtion ot 

LilenUtirc 

his valuable Bengali uiammar, 1 uiged 
upon him the desirability ot reducing its puce, a.s 1 toiiiid it, 
diHiciilt to insist upon its intiodiictiou into the aided V'eina 
cular Schools, while the price remained so high lie luloirms 

* Fot a 
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me tliat the greater part of the last imprcsision remains unsold; 
but that he is willing to reduce the price at present to 10 
annas, and when another edition appears, to a lower price. I 
should bo glad to see the unsold copies purchased by Govern¬ 
ment at cost price, with a view to their being sold at a 
reduced rate to the Village Schools. 


TIio Education 
(laicite. 


49. The circulation of the Education Gazette continues 
steadily to increase. On the .‘list Janu¬ 
ary, the circulation in the Mofussil was 
370* and in Calcutta 107,—altogether 
477,—which, I believe exceeds, that of any other Vernacular 
newspaper lu Bengal. The Editor receives every week a 
large number of communication,s, many of them valuable and 
mteresting, and I have been eveiywhere assured that the 
paper is as popular as it is useful. 


50. Dining the Quarter, the Department has received va¬ 
luable aid fiom Mr. Cockburu, the Commissioner of Cuttack ; 
Mr. Wigram, Magistrate aud Collector of Bccibhoom, Mr. 
Cliapman, Magistrate of Rajshye; and from Mr. Cockeiell^ 
Magistrate ot Ilooghly. 

I have the honor to be, 

Sm, 

Your most obedient Servant, 


HODGSON PRATT, 
Inspector of Schools, Soitlh Bengal 


• TIk- l.egont ciiciil.iticu i« m tlio Dittncts of Mooisbcilabail, Mulu.nioor, 
Biiulwau, llooglil), 2i-rciguuu.ibs, D.icin, aiul NmUIoa. 
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No, 612. 


To 


The inspector of SCHOOLS, 

East Bengal. 


The director of PUBLIC INSTRUCTION. 

Dated FoH William, 2iinl May ]8o7. 
Sin, 

I HAVKtlie lionor, in accordance witli tlioin.structions 
contained in your Circular, No, !)7(], dated I2tli May 18'll), to 
forward my Report fur tlio QuartorciulingSlst January 18,)7. 

2 During tlic 6rstlialf of the Quaitor under report, I wa.s 
suffering under a violent attack of illne.ss, ari.sing fiom una¬ 
voidable cxpo.sure to the sun and rain, wlnlo inspectingSclioids 
in the Southern parts of the 21-Pergunnah.s. Mr. Pratt look 
charge of the Office in my .absence. The rem.ainiiig .six weeks 
of the Quarter were occupied in the inspection of Schools at 
Aky.ab and Kyouk Phyoo. Owing to the utter absence of all 
conveyance by land, and the irregularity of that by sea, this 
tour occupied a much longer time than was ncces.sary. As the 
mail i.s cariicd along the new road fiom Chittagong to Arra- 
can, I thought it possible that a dawk also might be lin’d; but 
on applying for that purpose to the Post Office Authoiitios at 
Akyal), I found land travelling to bo an impo.ssibility. It is 
only with great difficulty that runners for the mails can be 
niaiiitaiiied. No inhabitant of Akyab h.ad ever heard of a 
land journey to Chittagong, except by the Engineer Officers, 
who have elephants and other means of conveyance not avail¬ 
able for ordinary travellers. 
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In order to ensure iny reacliing Calcgtta even by sea, I 
was obliged to tiavel round by Rangoon and Moulincin, which 
involved a loss of time scarcely compensated by a hurried 
inspoction of the Scliools in those Towns. I gained, however, 
tills information, tliat the long-established Moulincin School, 
so far from being able to supply Teachers for Airacan and 
Pegu, is not able to meet the wants oven of Moulmein itself. 
Merchants oilbr high salaucs for Burmese Clerks, scaicely 
able even to copy a letter, and consequently no one will stixy 
long enough in the School to gain a good education. The 
Moulmein School has never 2 Koduced a boy up to the Junioi 
Scholaiship Standaid. 

c 

In tho prcsciibed order of Repoit, the Colleges and 
.supmioi Government Schools are first to be mentioned; but 
us 1 had time to visit only the Schools at Aiiacan, my Report 
on Iheothei p.uts of the Distiict will ni'ccssarily be brief 

f. For many yeais tho Coimmimty at Dacca has been 
,, ,, „ accustomed to subscribe seven oi emlit 

D.icc.i Lolloge. ^ 

bundled Rupees }oaily foi re wauls to 
thc-m().st deserving boys of the School and College. Fi.ini 
this Fund, many a jioor industiioiis lad has received a sub¬ 
stantial reward, which has oiiabled liini to continue his studies 
with succchs It IS a matter eutiiely to be deploied that, 
owing to .some misapprehension, this liberality has suddenly 
ceased, and the Subscribeis have not even been asked to con¬ 
tinue then Usual donations. Few people in India are so 
thoiighttiil as to torwaid Subscriptions unasked. I, therefoie, 
cannot but legret that the old piacticc has boon given up. 
It the.se subseiiptioiis weie handed over to the Female School, 
the change would bo most beneficial; but it is feared that this 
v\ ill not be the ca.se. 
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,■). The (v.inhfer oi' .authority in tlio iiitcniu! .arr.au«oinc'uta 
of tlir Collogo, from tlic Committee to tlie Pimei[ul, will 
eventually benefit the Institution by provcnling division of 
responsibility; but the immediate reSiilt is a diminution of 
local interest in the College. 

C The Principal ought to hold a voiy dilfeient position lo 
the Head Master of a Zillah School. Tlu' appoiiitmeiit ot 
Princijial is m England one of ovccediiig diginfy and les- 
jitmsibilily, and such it ought to be in India. The iiistiuetne 
staff of the Mofussil Colleges is nuile m,ide<|U,ito foi (he, 
woik devolving on them. Ifow can one man teach slii- 
dents of four dilfeient yeais lateiatiiie, JIis|oi\, Moral and 
Meiit.d Philosophy, Matlieiiiatics, and the Physical .Sciences. 
The \eai.s e\cn aio split iiilo di\ isions v.arving accoidiiig lo 
the ability of the studenls or tlien clioiei' of .snb|eels. In 
point of fact, tlie lle.ad and Second, and sometimes the Tliiid 
Alasteis of the School teach in the College. Siieli an 
aiiaiigenient is iiicvilable, but it is evidently iinf.ur to the 
School. The College itself .should be stieiigtlieiical 

7. This intimale eoiineetion between the School and Col¬ 
lege has hroiiglit the latter into di.siejnite, ioi }oiiiig men 
fiom the School Department persist in declaiing that they 
aie in the College. I know a case where a student fiom tlie 
School Dcpaitmciitof thellooghly College actually in this way 
decoued the Commanding Oliicei at Diim-Dinri, and made 
him 111 conse([Ucnce foim a low opinion of the College. This 
source of error will be diminished by the use of the new teim 
“ Collegiate School.” A boy of .seven yeais will not now be 
superannuated for ailinission to a College as was (ill lately the 
case. In my opinion a child of that age, instead of being too 
old for a College, is too young for a Collegiate .Scliool. 



( 21 ) 


8. It may bo argued tliat tlic Collegiate Schools set a good 
example and are patterns of wliat a School ought to bo. 
Without going so far as to say that they are patterns of 
what Schools ought to bo, there can be no doubt that they 
turn out the best students in Bengal; but it is more than 
doubtful whether a system of instruction that is good for 
young men is equally applicable for children. Boys under 
twelve years of ago have no business in a Collegiate School. 
Muchas I love and admire the great endowed Schools of Eng- 
gland, I would never recommend that a boy under that age 
should bo sent to them. The system there pursued is not, and 
cannot be adapted, for young children. 

In Indian Collegiate Scfiools, the Junior Department follows 
the system which works well m the College , but children of 
SIX or eight years old cannot, without unnatural compulsion, 
coiilorm to rules made for men. I therefore am of opinion, 
that Colleges should not be connected at all with primary 
Schools. 

9. Instruction for primary Schools is now a science in 
England Almost the whole of the Parliamentaiy Giant is 
devoted to such Schools and to the training of Teachers for 
them. In India we want primary Schools, and the only plan 
of raising them is by means of trained Teachers from England. 
The Authoiities bore approved of a plan for securing their 
services, but it was thrown out by the Hon’ble Court of Direc¬ 
tors, on the ground that we have in India the means of training 
such Teacheis. 

10. This very question has been thoroughly considered by 
every English School in Calcutta not connected with Govern¬ 
ment The Doveton College, St Paul’s School, the Marti- 
nieie School, and the Eree School, have severally sent for trained 
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Teachers from Home, These Schools are perfectly independent 
of each other, and differ widely on many points. But on the 
necessity of improving the system of instruction for children 
by obtaining the services of trained Teachers from Home, they 
exhibit perfect unanimity. The Director of Public Instruction 
after mature consideration adopted the same views. The 
Governments of Bengal and India approved them. Yet this 
unanimity is without effect till the question is re-considered by 
the Hon’ble the Court of Directors. 

11. The Schools in Arracan will form the subject of a 

separate communication. I may how- 

Arracan. 

ever hero state that, for many years 
past, the Commissioner of Arracan has expostulated strongly 
on the state of the Akyab School, noticing particularly the 
c-veessive inconvenience which arises from the ignorance on the 
part of the Teachers of the Vernacular language. I was 
myself witness to the difficulty which arises from this cause. 
At Akyab, the Head-Master, though an able man, was obliged 
to confine his instruction in English Literature to hearing his 
Classes read and spell. For the meaning of what was thus 
read and spelt, the boys had to go afterwards to the Vernacu¬ 
lar Teacher. It is evident that such a system is irksome 
alike to Masters and Boys. The only means of improvement 
is to make the Masters learn Burmese. For this purpose, a 
commencement has been made by causing a part of the in¬ 
creased salary of the present Head-Master to depend on his 
passing in the Vernacular. This system should be extended 
throughout all the Arracan Province, and all the Masters 
should receive an increase of one-third of their salary on 
passing in the Vernacular. The Vernacular Masters should 
similarly be encouraged to learn English. Till this is effected, 
any great improvement in the Schools is impossible. But 
still something more is wanted. The boys do not stay suffi- 
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ctently long in the School. As soon as they learn enough Eng¬ 
lish to copy a letter, they obtain situations as Clerks, The 
demand so far exceeds the supply, that the Moulmein School, 
which was established in 1887, has not yet supplied that 
town. Merchants still give outrageous salaries to Clerks of 
very inferior qualifications. If the demand continues, and 
there is every probability of its doing so, the only possible 
means of preventing the continuance of the evil will be by 
increasing the supply. More Schools must be established. The 
Commissioner recommends that the status of the present 
Schools be raised. This, in my opinion, is unnecessary. Tlie 
present Masters are able to carry on their boys for three 
or four years beyond "the standard hitherto attained. If 
the three or four years were changed to eight or ten, the evil 
would still remain. The boys would still leave early, and the 
high qualifications of the Master would never be brought 
into exercise. The only means of meeting this evil is by 
increasing the number of Anglo-Vernacular Schools. I am 
happy to state that there is an application for an Anglo-Ver¬ 
nacular School at Sandoway—the Ultima Thule of Bengal. 
The post from Calcutta to Sandoway occupies in the cold 
season seventeen days, and in the rains more than a month, 
yet at Sandoway the desire for English is earnest. 

12. Instruction in the Vernacular language is under the 
care of the Buddhist Priests, and a certain amount of reading 
and writing is almost universal. To impart instruction is a 
duty with the religious orders, and is conscientiously - per¬ 
formed. Consequently, from Ramree to Tavoy, the Burmese 
can read. It is only at the part adjacent to Bengal that entire 
ignorance prevails. The Island of Ramree, in which is situated 
a Government Anglo-Vernacular School, is the Athens of 
Arracan and even of Burraah. 
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13. It will bo difficult for Government to improve the 
Vernacular Schools, as the chief instructors are the Phoongees, 
who consider secular learning a profanation, and would not 
consent to teach Arithmetic, Geography, or History. Their 
object is fulfilled when their pupils can read their prayers 
and sacred books. The Phoongees refuse to touch money. 
A Grant-in-aid would, therefore, be an abominable thing, 
unless it came in the form of gilding for the Pagoda, or carved 
work for the Monastery. 

14. The proportion of people able to read is differently 
estimated by different Officers; but none give less than 70 per 
cent. In Bengal 1 per cent, would be too much. 


Graats-in-aid. 

the Quarter 


15. The following applications for 
Grants-in-aid have been received during 


Anglo-Vernacular.—Sandoway ... 55 0 0 

Mooraparah ... 20 0 0 

Monsheegunge... 17 0 0 

Bamna ... 20 0 0 

Jwalbari ... 25 0 0 

Moneerampore 40 0 0 

Kissenagore ... 40 0 0 

Newabgunge ... 40 0 0 

Vernacular. —Poorah ... 20 0 0 

Barrackpore .. 16 0 0 

Collagachee ... 15 0 0 

Neelgunge ... 23 0 0 

Guckua ... 10 0 0 

Chandpore ... 10 0 0 

Kashimpore ... 14 0 0 

Panihatti • ... 10 0 0 



Vernacular. 
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—Noyhatti 

10 

0 

0 

Najergah 

12 

0 

0 

Eajibpore 

15 

0 

0 

Luckikantpore... 

13 

0 

0 

Sookchar 

24 

0 

0 

Sarengabar 

20 

0 

0 

Arialeh 

12 

0 

0 

Shahpore 

20 

0 

0 

Juggilpore 

14 

0 

0 

Arabareea 

25 

0 

0 

Machaeen 

13 

8 

0 

Kadumgachee... 

12 

0 

0 

!^oodurpore ... 

12 

0 

0 

Koomerhatta ... 

22 

0 

0 

Behale 

25 

0 

0 

Bhatanda 

13 

0 

0 

Majparah 

10 

0 

0 

Dhottapore 

11 

0 

0 


16. I am happy to report favorably of the great majority 
of (Irant-in-aid Schools already established. The Commis¬ 
sioners of Districts and other Officials who have visited some of 
them have given encouraging reports. The establishment of 
a School has almost invariably induced many more parents to 
send their children to School than had originally been expected. 
For example, the Anglo-Vernacular School at Hallyshaohur 
Koomerhatta has increased from 60 to 220 boys. This is the 
most favorable example; but the increase of others is equally 
unexpected. 

17. The attendance and other particulars of the Grant-in- 
aid Schools, both Vernacular and Anglo-Vernacular, is given 
in the Statistical Returns for the Quarter, and need not be 
here repeated. 
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Tho Gurymohashoy Schools arc not there entered. 

The following is a summary of the 
Indigenous Schools now under improve¬ 
ment, in Baraset and the 24!-Pergunnahs 


18. 

Indigenous Schools. 


45 Pundits. 

129 Schools under improvement. 

4767 Boys in those Schools. 

10 Schools at which Girls attend. 

26 Girls in these Schools. 

5294 Books introduced by the Pundits. 


Girls’ Schools. 


19. I regret to state that the Girls’ Schools at Sura and 
Syedpore have been closed ;—at Sura 
from want of pecuniary support, and at 
Syedpore on account of the death of the daughter of the 
principal supporter. The Dacca Girls’ School still continues 
prospering; but I deeply regret that it has not yet received its 
Grant-in-aid. There is another Girls’ School at Lollbag, in 
Dacca, supported chiefly by the Deputy Inspector. It has 
twenty-five girls on the roll, and an average attendance of 
twelve. 


20 . 


Female Teacher. 


One of the Indigenous Schools under improvement' 
at Dacca is taught by a Native widow. 
She is paid but once a year, and the 
highest gift is not more than one Rupee; the average is three 
annas. This gives just a pice a month. The attendance i? 
about thirty. 

21 . 


The Pundits of the Gurumohashoy Circles in the 
24-Pergunnahs and Baraset are valu¬ 
able Agents for the sale and distribution 
of books. They come to Calcutta monthly, for the pleasant 


Sale of Books. 
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duty of receiving their pay anil the equally unpleasant duty 

of passing their Examination. On their return they generally 

take a stock of books, from which they realize some profit 

from their customers, and some praise from the Inspector. 

^ ^ .22. The following is a Tabular 

Deputy Inspectors. _ , , ° , , , 

Statement of the work done by the 

Deputy Inspectors:— 



1| 
e-d CO 

w V 

J J 

S K 

^ P 

H 

CO 

CO 

O 

o 

cq 

Prices of 
these Books. 

JSdacation 

Gazettes 

distributed. 

Deputy Inspector of Calcutta... 


450 



6 

24- Pergumiahs aud Baniset ... 

253 



131 4 0 

31 

Pubna 

18 



13 13 8 

0 

Purreedpore 

32 

491 

440 

107 9 0 

13 

Burrisaul 

71 

615 

255 

39 7 3 

6 

Dacca 

62 

549 

562 

63 8 0 

22 


621 

4254 


357 9 6 

77 


The Deputy Inspectors know that the chief element in their 
claims for promotion will be their success in the establishment 
of Vernacular Schools. For this purpose they work most 
laboriously, yet Grants-in-aid to Vernacular Schools increase, 
but slowly. The Deputy Inspectors have the greatest spur 
to exertion, that of increase of salary ; yet they fail in this 
work. Bengalis will do little or nothing for Bengali Schools. 
Their craving is for English Education. Grants-in*aid fail 
for the Vernacular. The people will not give their quota of 
the expense. In Eastern Bengal, Vernacular Schools must be 
supported by Government and by fees. If the Public will 
do nothing, how can Government aid them ? 
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23. The Publjic Libraries at Dacca, Furreedpore, and 
Burrisaul arc in work ; but the readable Literature is still very 
meagre. At Dacca the Subscribers have read every book 
and now are asking for more, 

I have the honor to be, 

SlE, 

Four most obedient Servant, 

H. WOODROW, M. A., 

Inspector of Schools. 
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From 


The inspector of SCHOOLS 

North-East Bengal and Assam, 


To 

W. GORDON YOUNG, Esquire, 

Director of Public Instruction, 
Fort William 


Dated Dinagepoi'c, Uh March 1857. 


Sir, 

I HAVE the honor to submit a Report on the state of 
the Schools in the circle of my inspection, for the Quarter 
ending with the 31st of .fanuary last 


2. The English Schools in the Division maintained by 

Government, I am happy to observe. 

Government English making very fair progress. The 

ihoola. , M 1 

number of pupils borne on the rolls 


No. on the 
Books. 


is pretty much the same as it was at the close of the previous 

Quarter, except at 

Average 
daily 

attendance. 

58 
44 
78 
60 
144 
140 


Bogra, where there has 
been a clear increase of 
twelve; but there has 
been a decided improve¬ 
ment in the daily atten¬ 
dance at all the Schools, 
which during the previous Quarter had been seriously affected 


Sibsngor . 64 

Gowhati .64 

Dmagcpoi'o.135 

Bogra .90 

Mymensing.179 

Sylhet .175 


by the prevalence of sickness. These Schools have all been 
visited by me during the Quarter under review, with the excep¬ 
tion of the two at Sylhet and Mymensing, and the result has, 
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on the whole, beeij favorable, both with regard to the gene¬ 
ral improvement of the classes and the attention bestowed on 
them by their Teachers. 

3. The only remark I have to make, refers to the very 
unsatisfactory course of instrudlion pur- 
Coursc of Instruction. Schools. The great object 

'with the Master seems to be to endeavour by all possible 
means to get a few of their pupils up to the Junior Scholar¬ 
ship standard as the means of reflecting credit on themselves. 
It follows that the system of cramming is more or less adopt¬ 
ed in all the Schools. The boys are pushed on from one book 
to another, without regard to their mental capacity ; and the 
memory is in but too many instances over-taxed, while the 
reasoning faculties are scarcely ever brought into exercise. 
The consequence is, that when the motive for all this labor 
has passed away, and the young man is removed from the 
hot-bed in which he has been nurtured, his mind, for want 
of something to feed upon, rapidly falls back again into a 
state of inertness almost approaching to imbecility ; and he 
Avho once was the flower of the School and had won honors 
at College, is, perhaps, a year or two afterwards, unable to 
write two consecutive sentences in intelligible English. That 
this is no over-drawn picture I need refer to no evidence to 
prove. The fact is patent throughout Bengal, and plainly 
shows that the system pursued in our Educational Establish¬ 
ments is unsound. One cause of this lamentable state of 
things may be found in the inefficiency of the Teachers for 
the task they have to perform, and their ignorance of the art 
of teaching. But the main fault, I believe, lies in the nature 
of the present Examinations and the course of preparatory 
study pursued in our Schools. Permit me, for example, to 
refer to the books used in the lower classes,—the English 

F 
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to contend against. Yet it has maintained a very respect¬ 
able footing, and has given a tolerable amount of instruction 
to a large number of youth. The Managers have lately ap¬ 
plied for a Grant-in-aid, to enable them to maintain a more 
efBcient staff of Teachers; and should this be granted them, 
I have little doubt it will add much to both the prosperity 
and the usefulness of the Institution, The other four Schools 
are in the District of Mymensing, and have been reported of 
favorably by the Deputy Inspector. Tne Proprietors of these 
also have lately applied for Government aid. 

6. The Normal School at Gowhati, I am happy to report, 

has continued to work well; and the 
Sufferintendent, who had been absent 
on leave, has again resumed his duties. 

7. Of all our efforts in the cause of Native Education, those 

connected with the establishment and 

Vernacular Education. , o i i 

improvement ot Vernacular bchools 

I deem to be decidedly the most important, for it is chiefly 

by means of them that we can hope to make a favorable 

impression on the masses. To the diffusion of Education 

through the medium of the Vernacular, therefore, the greater 

share of my time and attention has been bestowed ; and 

though I am yet unable to report any instances of brilliant 

success, it gives me pleasure to state that my Assistant and 

myself have met jrith more encouragement in the Quarter 

under review than in any other previous one. 

8. The Vernacular Schools maintained by Government in 

the Districts of Bogra, Rungpore and 
lar^hook*^"^ Vernacu- xiinagepore, are all making very satis¬ 
factory progress. With a Very few 
exceptions, they have all been visited by mo in person during 
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the Quarter undev review, and I am happy to have this 
opportunity to testify to the judgment and ability the 
Deputy Inspectors in these Districts have evinced in the 
selection of suitable sites for these Schools, and the system 

adopted in their inter- 
No. of Pupils, nal management. The 
Schools are yet far 
from being so well at¬ 
tended as I could .wish 
them to be; but when 
it is remembered that 
these three Districts 
contain perhaps the 
most ignorant section 
of the population of 
Bengal, and that not 
a single Gurumoha- 
shoy’s School had ever 
been known amongst 
them, the success that 
has attended our la¬ 
bours in this Quarter 
cannot but be con¬ 
sidered satisfactory. Much, doubtless, remains yet' to be 
done ; but the work of Education is a work of time, and it is 
encouraging to find that our first efforts have not been 
unsuccessful. 


Model Schools in Zillah 
JSogra. 

Nnmja •• 

Chanchitora 
Sherepore .. 

Bimial ' .. 

('/harapapur 
BoopuliaucUia 

In Zillah Rangpore. 

Nowdanga . 

Godarliat . 

Buda 
Chilmari 
•Sahibgunge 
Kashigunge 
Olipoor 
Sonyasicotta 
Mahigiuigc . 

In Zillah Dinagepore-. 

Mohadebpore 
Kbansama.. 

Mothuraporo 
Sujapore 
Churamon 
Bajarampore 
Sumdia 
Ghoi’aghat 


46 

59 

71 

48 

45 

22 


40 

35 

87 

61 

16 

35 

35 

82 

46 


47 

47 

67 

16 

44 

41 

31 

62 


9. There are two Government Vernacular Schools in this 
section of the country, which were established long prior 
to .the present Educational movement, viz., those at the 


The ravages of Cholera iu the noighbuuihood has seriously duuinished 
the aUendauoo at this School. 
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Stations of Bogra and Mymensing; and ^leso, I am happy 
to state, are at present in a very flourishing condition. 
The School at Bogia numbers 167 pupils, and that at My¬ 
mensing 196. The several classes in 
SchooT'* Vernacular Bogra School were examined by 
me personally during my late visit to 
that Station, and it gives me pleasure to record that the boys 
acquitted themselves very much to my satisfaction. Great 
pains had been taken in instructing tl^e boys in Geography, 
and impressing on their minds the leading facts of the His¬ 
tory of Bengal; and the readiness with which they gave 
correct answers to all the questions put them showed tliat 
they had been interested in. these studies and had drawn from 
them food for thought. The Head Teacher, Pundit Kali- 
komol Sorbobhoom, deserves especial mention for the very 
satisfactory manner in which he has discharged his duties. 

10. The pupils of the Mymensing Vernacular School were 

lately examined by the Deputy Inspec • 
laSoof"^ Vcrnacu- ^f the District, aided by Baboo 

Bhugwan Chunder Bose, the Head 
Master of the Government Englisli School; Baboo Mohanund 
Mookerjee, Sub-Assistant Surgeon; and Baboo Ramchundor 
Banerjee, the Collector’s Treasurer,—Gentlemen who have 
evinced a most praise worthy interest in the cause of Native 
Education, and from whom we have at several times received 
much valuable assistance. They report that the Examination 
was, on the whole, most satisfactory, and reflected the highest 
credit on the zeal and activity of the Head Master, Baboo 
Janokey Churn Bose, and his Assistants. 

11. The Government Vernacular Schools in the Province 

, of Assam have, on the whole, done pretty 

well duiing the Quarter under report. 
The Deputy Inspectors, availing themselves of the favorable 
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Koason, have travelled about inccf5santly, and most of the 
Schools show decided marks of improvement. 

12. Of the Vernacular Schools aided by Government, I 

beg to state that I have received very 
a>lied favorable accounts of those in the • 
Khasia Hills. Three had been unavoid¬ 
ably closed for the quarter, as the people in those localities 

. . „ „ could not dispense with the assistance 

Khasm Hills. f i • • 

of their children during the fruit season; 

but the other nine were in full operation. 

13. The Reverend Mr. Hesselmyer, in Zillah Durrung, has 

had seven Schools at work, and writes 

Schools for Cttcharis. 

very encouragingly of the progress made 
by the pupils in these Scliools, and of the incre.asing interest 
the Kacharis of Durrung have lately shown in the efforts made 
for the instruction of their tribe. Were larger means placed 
at the disposal of this Gentleman, I have little doubt ho would 
before long be able to open at least ten more Schools. 


Ti. The aided Schools in Zillahs Sibsagor, Dinagepore 
and Rungpore are all making favor¬ 
able improvement. Those in the two 
last-named Districts have been lately 
visited by me, and T believe them to be fully deserving of 
the assistance they receive from Government. 


Zilhalis Sihsagor, Di- 
iiagepoic and lliiiigpore. 


15. The Indigenous Schools, to which my Assistants have 
given particular attention, I am happy 
la/sclS"*^ Verinvcu- report, sliow, on the whole, a decided 
improvement, and we have heard with 
pleasure of efforts being made in various other quarters for 
the establishment of several new ones. In the District of 
Silmgor there are now nineteen of these Schools, where, till very 
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lately, not one existed, and these affonl elementary instruction 
to an aggregate of 1076 pupils. But it is in the District of 
Mymensing especially that our efforts during the Quarter have 
met with most satisfactory results. There are now twenty-seven 
Indigenous Schools in active operation in that District. To Mr. 
Lance, the Magistrate of the District, I am particularly in¬ 
debted for the valuable assistance he has given to the Deputy 
Inspector. Several of the Schools have been visited by him 
in person, and the pecuniary assistance he has bestowed on 
many of them, have proved most encouraging tokens to the 
people of his interest in their welfare. 


16. In Sylhet, I regret to say, we have yet met with but 
comparatively little success; but there are signs of improve¬ 
ment in the feelings of the people, and I would hope that in 
the course of time the zealous exertions of the Deputy In¬ 
spector there, will be followed by advantageous results. 


17. The Deputy Inspectors have all given me great satis¬ 
faction during the Quarter; but Baboos 
The Deputy Inspectors. _ , , ,, ™ 

Bykoontnath Sein, of Mymensing; Horo 

Chunder Banerjee, of Dinagepoor; Horo Kali Mookeijee, of 
Rungpore; and Shama Churn Mookerjee, of Bogra, are more 
particularly deserving of notice. Men more devoted to their 
work I believe it would be impossible to find anywhere. 


18. In my tour of inspection during the Quarter I have 
travelled over 1904 miles; 213 Schools have been visited by 
my Assistants and myself, and 547 Villages. 

I have the honor to b,e, 

Sir, 

Your most obedient Servant, 

Wm. ROBINSON, 

Inspector of Schools. 
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No. 139. 

Fuom 

The A.SS1STz\NT INSPECTOR of 

SCHOOLS, South Buxgalj 

T.) 

VV. CORDON YOUNG, Esquiue, 

Director oj PnhliG Instruction. 

Fort WiUkim, \Uk April 1857 - 

Siu, 

I HAVE the honor to subinit the following briet 

o 

nairativc of iny proceeding-s during the Quarter ending 
31st January last. 

2. The progresss made by the pupils of the Model Schools 
is really surprising, considering that 
the oldest among them have not 'been 
established more than eighteen months. The pupils com¬ 
menced with the Alphabet, and have gone through almost all 
the class books at present available; such as— 

1. llornoporichoy, or Spelling Books. 

2. Rijupat, or Sijiqdo Lessons. 

3. Kathamala, or Select Fables of /Esop. 

4. Nitisar, or Moral Stories. 

Bodhodoy, or Rudiments of Knowledge. 


a 
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6. Pasliwabali, or Animal Biography. 

7. Charitabali, or Exemplary Biography. 

8. Xitibodh, or Moral Class Book. 

9. Bhugul Bibarun, or Geography. 

10. Banglar Itihas, or History of Bengal. 

11. Patiganit, or Arithmetic. 

12. Charupat, or Useful and Entertaining Lessons o« Mis¬ 
cellaneous Subjects. 

13. Jeeban Charita, or Biography. 

This course, it will be seen, includes Geography, History, 
Biography, Arithmetic, &c. 

3. The first admissions into our Schools were, for the most 
part, from the Indigenous Schools under the Gurumohosoys. 

At the commencement I was under an apprehension that 
trained up as the pupils were on the faulty system in u.se 
in those Schools, our system would be distasteful to them 
I have, however, been agieeably surprised to find that, at¬ 
tracted by the novelty of our system, they have, by dint of 
great exertion and unwearied zeal, made so much progress 
in so short a time. 

4. Some of the pupils of the Model Schools have entered 
the Calcutta and Hooghly Normal Schools, and others the 
Bengalee Class of the Medical College. The admission of 
such pupils into the Normal Schools is certainly an advantage 
to those Institutions. They have been found to be superior to 
outside Candidates owing to their having received a regular 
preparatory training in the Model Schools. I have conse¬ 
quently every reason t) hope that these pupils will make 
better Teachers in a shorter space of time than their other 
Class fellows. The time, I think, has arrived when the system 
of pupil Teachers may be introduced. Upon tliis sul^ect, how¬ 
ever, I shall do myself the honor of addressing you separately. 
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5. The Ikt of books given above does not comprise the 


Course of Instructions. 


whole course intended for the Model 
Schools. Thoise that were ready for 
use have been introduced in them. Otliers are under active 
preparation. The complete course will include History, Bio¬ 
graphy, Geography, Arithmetic, Geometry, Elements of Na¬ 
tural Philosophy, Natural History, Moral Philosophy, and 
Political Economy. I am aware that this course would be 
considered by many persons as high for the. Pupils of Ver¬ 
nacular Schools. They think that the coutse of Instruction 
should be a very limited one. 


G. This opinion appears to have been formed under an 
impression that the Students of those Schools are generally 
the children of the working classes, who cannot afford to 
keep them there for the period necessary to complete any 
extensive course. This impression is certainly erroneous. 
There arc three different classes of pupils in tho Vernacu¬ 
lar Schools, viz., the children of the higher, middling, and 
lower classes. The first class having means at command will 
generally withdraw their children fioni the Vernacular Schools 
after they have acquired a tolerable knowledge of Bengali 
and transfer them to English Schools or Colleges. The 
third class, from straitened circumstances, will, in many cases, 
not be able to keep their children in School for the. whole 
time required to complete the course, and will generally with¬ 
draw them as soon as they arc able to read and write and 
have learnt a little of Arithmetic and Mensuration. But tho 
second class, whose children constitute the majority of the 
pupils in the Vernacular Schools, have the will to give them 
a tolerably complete Education, which, however, for want of 
la^ns they can never do in English. They must, therefore, 
continue their children in tho Vernacular Schools to finish a 
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coitH)letc coui’se, and for tins class of pupils tlto aforesaid 
course, in my humble opinion, seems to be al»solutcly necessary. 

7. It has been stated, in the preceding paragraph, that tho 

children of the working chisses form the 

Children of the work- minority in the Model Schools. Parties 
iiig chvsses. 

I know complain on this account, saying 
that the object of these Schools, which were opened more for 
the masses than for any other class, has not been attained. As 
far as I am aware. Government had no such object in view; 
the Schools were established for setting on foot a complete 
course of instruction in Bengali and thereby affording op¬ 
portunities to the natives generally for imitation. Then again 
these Institutions are regulated on piiuciples which will 
always act as a great drawback on the w'orking classes. Here 
children are not only required to buy their slates, books, &(;, 
but have to pay monthly Schooling fees. Labor in this coun¬ 
try is so cheap that the earnings of the working classes are 
scarcely sufficient for their maintemlnce. They cannot, there¬ 
fore, be expected to incur extra charges for the education of 
their children. If those classes are to be educated, the educa¬ 
tion must bo imparted to them gratis so long as their coiuli- 
lion is not bettered; otherwise, it is not reasonable to expect 
that those classes will reap any material advantage under tho 
system in force in tho Vernacular Schools. 


8. It has been observed, in the second paragraph, that the 
pupils of the Model Schools have fiiii-h- 
^ ed all the class books available. The 

compilation of these books has not kept pace with the pro¬ 
gress made by them. This delay, however, appears almost 
unavoidable. 'The compilation is being made by myself -(Mad 
by other persons under my superintendence. You are aware 
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of tlie difficulty of getting competent men to undertake this 
task. The services of the few who are able and willing to do 
it have been secured, and they are endeavouring their best to 
finish their respective works as early as practicable. I hope, 
in the course of about two years, to get all the books ready 
which are required for the complete Vernacular course I have 
mentioned above. 


•Price of class books. 


9. It is certainly very desirable that the prices of class 
books for the Vernacular Schools should 
be fixed on a low scale, that the inha¬ 
bitants of the Mofussil—who are generally poor—might afford 
to purchase them for their children. Thisc ircumstance I have 
always borne in mind in regulating the prices which have 
been fixed with reference to the actual charges for printing, 
commission on sale, and a small remuneratiou to the Compiler. 
I fully admit that a reduction in the prices would he more 
convenient to the Mofussil people ; but this can scarcely- be 
done without great hardship to the Compiler ; for the two 
first items of charge admit of no reduction ; the only item 
that cair bo in any way retrenched is the remuneratiou of the 
Compilcis. If, however, that were done, no one would come 
forward to undertake the task of compilation ; for such phi¬ 
lanthropy as would make men undergo the labor of com¬ 
piling aud bear the expense of printing only for the good of 
their country, is very rare indeed. The only means by which 
the desired reduction can be made is, that the Government 
should be solicited to remunerate the labors of the Compilers 
in such a way as would enable them to sell tlicir books at the 
cost prices. I have entered into a detailed explanation on 
this subject, for the satisfaction of the parties who only urge 
foi‘ a reduction in the prices of class books without taking 
the above circumstances into their consideration. 
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10. Schooling fees, at the rates of one and two annas per 

head, have been introduced into all the 
Schooling fees. Schools. These rates, low as they are, 

seem to be high enough for many in the Mofussil, who have 
not only to pay their fees, but are also obliged to purchase 
books, slates, &c., for their children. The introduction of 
these rates serves as a great drawback on many, and tho 
Schools have necessarily suffered a reduction in the number 
of pupils. It is true that parents pay these rates at the 
Indigenous Schools ; but it must be remembered that there 
are no other charges to be incurred in them, such as pur¬ 
chase of books, slates, &c. A reduction of the rates of 
Schooling may, I presump, enable all parents to send their 
children to School. 

11. School houses in three villages have lately been com¬ 
pleted, and the Schools transferred to 
them. In the other villages they are 

under preparation, and may be expected to be completed in a 
short time, with exception to two villages, the inhabitants of 
which are too poor to defray the entire cost of the buildings. 
It will, therefoic, be necessary to grant them some aid for 
that purpose. 


School building?. 


12. In consequence of the School houses not having 
been ready, no furniture has yet been 
Furniture. provided for the Schools. The pupils 

and masters sit on mats to the great inconvenience of both. 
A complete set of furniture, consisting of tables and chairs 
for the Teachers, and benches for tho Students, must be got 
ready as early as convenient. The Sub-Inspectors have been 
instructed to furni.sh estimates of the requirement of each 
School, which, when received, Avill be submitted for ySur 
sanction. 
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13. It is scarcely necessary for me to enter into the ad¬ 
vantages of each School possessing a' 
small Library. For this purpose a 
small grant at the commencement may suffice, additions 
being subsequently made from Schooling fees, when these 
leave a surplus. 


14 . 


. Scholarships. 


Some time ago, I was asked to give an opinion as to 
the utility of introducing Scholarships 
into Vernacular Schools; but as our 


Model Schools were then only just established, I reported 
that it was premature to give any decided opinion on the 
point. The time, however, has arrived, when, judging from 
the progress made by the Students of our Schools, such an 
encouragement has become absolutely necessary. The Scho¬ 
larships, when granted, shall, of course, be retained in the 
higher Schools. 


15. The success of Vernacular Education will depend ma¬ 
terially upon the encouragement given 
r.ncBuragcmcnt. providing the Alumni of 

those Institutions with offices under Government. People 
are eager to give their children an English Education, because 
they believe that such Education would ensure for them pub* 
lie employment, and that Education in any other language 
would be of no avail. This latter impression should be re¬ 
moved from their minds by providing Vernacular Students 
with suitable employment. They should, for instance, be 
nominated to lower posts in the Judicial or Revenue Depart¬ 
ments, receiving pronrotion as they distinguish themselves by 
their abilities and experience. It may, I believe, be safely 
affirmed that Subordinate Officers from this class would bo 
more efficient as well as trustworthy than the class of mea 
who at present fill those offices. 
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16. The inhabitants of nearly all the villages in which our 
Model Schools have been established 
continue to feel a lively interest in 
their welfare. People who were at first not favorably dis¬ 
posed towards them, have commenced to appreciate their 
usefulness, and arc by no means behind their neighbours in 
their zeal for the welfare of those Institutions. For instance, 
in the District of Hooghly, Kissennagore is considered as the 
chief seat of Hindu learning next to Nuddea. Tho ortho¬ 
dox Pundits of that village had, on the opening of the Model 
School there, not only slighted that Institution, but spoke of 
it disparagingly before others. The same men having wit¬ 
nessed the rapid progress made by the pupils of the School 

have begun to send their children to it. In the same wav 
°\ 
the inhabitants of the village of Seakhalla, in Hooghly, with 

the view to manufacture bricks for the School house, have, 
in consequence of not being able to procure other fuel, cut 
down several aswattha trees, which, in the eyes of orthodo.x 
Hindus, are considered sacred, and the feeling of them an act 
of impiety. Again, in the village of Protabpore, in Midnapore, 
the principal inhabitants are so anxious for the continuance 
of the School in that village, that they have agreed to defr.iy 
from their own pockets any amount of Schooling fees whicli 
may remain unrealized at the close of the month, as well as 
purchase books for such of the Students as cannot aftbrd to 
do so in consequence of their inability to meet those chargc.s. 
These Schools may also be said to have excited a desire in the 
inhabitants of the Mofussil for imitating them, and in conse¬ 
quence many aided Schools have been established. 

17. I cannot refrain, in this place, from noticing promi- 

Nativo Gentlemen tak- Several Native Gentlemen 

ing interest in the MoJel who take the liveliest interest in the 
ocnoole. 

Model Schools, and arc always very 
ziealous for their welfare. Baboo Saradaprosad Roy, of Bha- 
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junghat; and Baboos Saradapersonno Mokerjee, Kalleecomat 
Dutt, and Pundit Shreeshcliunder Bidyaratna, of Khantoo' 
rail, in Zillah Nuddea; Baboo Radhabinod Chowdhry, of 
Amadpore; Baboo Nobogopal Mozooindar, of Jowgong; 
Baboo Ramabullul) Ghoshal, of Dinehat^ in Burdwan ; Baboos 
Brojomohun Misser, Ratnmohun Misser, Brojoraohun Chow¬ 
dhry, Horropersad Puttanayack, of Protabpore, in Mid- 
napore. 

18. Towards the end of the Quarter this’Institution was 

transferred to the building occupied by 
Normal Sdiool. , \ / 

the School of Industrial Art, in the 

vicinity of the Sanscrit OollegCfc Formerly the School opened 
only in the mornings, in consequence of its having been 
located in the Sanscrit College rooms. Since the tran.sfer, 
it is open from 11 A. M. to 3 P. Ji. every day, Sundays and 
holidays excepted. The hours of study being now greater 
ill number than before, it is expected that the pupils will 
make greater progress in a shorter period. The School 
musters on its roll 97 pupils, including 17 admissions during 
the Quarter. It has supplied four Teachers,—two to the In¬ 
spector of Schools East Bengal, and two to the Inspector of 
Schools South Bengal. 

19. I have now only to notice the old Vernacular Schools 
,, ■ in Midnaporc and Ooterparah. The 

Old Voinacular Schools. 

former, as 1 have always reported, is 
in a very flourishing state, numbering 229 pupils; paying 
such high rates of Schooling fees as 4 annas in the upper, and 
2 annas in the lower classes per each boy. With exception to 
the Patshalla at the Presidency, this School is perhaps the 
most largely attended of all other Vernacular Schools in any 
part of Bengal. The School at Ooterparah, though inferior, 
is also a nourishing Institution. 

It 
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20. The Sub-Inspectors under me were engaged in 

, visiting the Schools in their respective 

aub-Iaspoctors . mi • 

beats. They continue to afford satis¬ 
faction by their unwearied zeal and attention. 


I have the honor to be, 

Sir, 

Your most obedt. Servant, 

ESHWUR CHUNDRA SHARMA, 

Asst. Inspector of Schools South Bengal 
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No. 706. 


To 


The inspector of SCHOOLS, 

Behar Division, 


W. GORDON YOUNG, Esquire, 

Directw of Puhlio Instruction, 

Fort William. 

Dated Patna, 21si April 1857. 


Sir, 

By comprising in the Quarter ending 31st January 
a few days of February, I shall be able to review the Eastern 
part of the Patna District; the whole of Monghyr, of Bhagul- 
pore, Purneah Sudder Station, and a portion of Behar, 
through which I was journeying in these mouths. 

Having in the early part of November proceeded to Chup- 
rah to settle some disputes between the Deputy Inspector and 
some of his Subordinates, I returned to Patna, and havin'* 
made my preparations, after some days' delay from the diffi¬ 
culty of procuring carriage, I marched on the 4th December, 
and owing to the many halts made, accomplished but 410 
miles in the two subsequent months. 

Before detailing my observations I may dismiss with a few 
remarks the Schools and Districts which I did not see, and 
commence with Gya School 
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As heretofore this School hos beeo the most numerously 
attended and supported almost entirely 
from private funds. The average at¬ 
tendance is 171 3, an increase of 10 over the last Quarter. It 
has trenched on the Goveniment Grant only for Rupees 60, 
and the total cost of Education per head monthly has been 
Rupees 2—a less sum than in any o-thcr Institution. The 
Local Committee have visited it with gi-eat regularity and 
corresponding benefit. Mr. Sandys, one of the best Members, 
has been transferred, but fortunately still remains in the 
Division, vis. at Bhagulpore. 

Exhibits a slight but important decrease, and, though ra- 

„ ther behind the others in English stu- 

Mo/sufierporo School. . , 

dies, it ranks amongst the nrst as re-* 

gards Vernacular Education, which branch is much insisted 

on by the Committee and the Secretary, Mr. W. ll. Davie-s 

The School is therefore held in high estimation by the Native 

Community, and contains a largo proportion of Mahoraedan 

boys, inducing the hope that this class is not as a body averse 

.to our English Schools where Persian and Arabic are not 

neglected. Having received, as you are aware, a Grant of 

Rupees 500 from Government from its unexpended funds to 

meet a donation of similar amount from Baboo Harprokash 

Narain Singh for the establishment of a School Library, I 

shall probably bo able in my next Report to announce the 

supply of a good collection of books of reference and standard 

works, which is certainly the crying want in all my Schools. 

Cost of education per head Rupees 3-1-2. 

I had no opportunity of visiting this School during the 

, , . , , Quarter. Mr. Godfrey, the Head Master, 

Arrah School. . 

works on steadily, and the School under 
his charge stands higher than at any previous period, the 
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average attendance being 86 against 81 last Quarter. Total 
cost of Education per head monthly, Rupees 3-2-8. 

Beyond the statement of an advance in attendance from 
_ . , 42 to 51 I have nothing to say of this 

Chota mgpore School. . . . , , 

remote and unvLSited School. 

The rest of the English Zillah Schools have been regularly 
inspected by me during the Quarter, and my remarks on 
some of them will be found in extenso in the Abstract of 
Visitors’ Books for the Quarter, to which, therefore, I also 
ifefer you for information. 


I’atna High School. 


The Patna High School has increased in numbers, but still 
lags far behind Gya and Bhagulpore ; 
it is chiefly defective in the lower 
classes, which arc far less numerously attended than else¬ 
where. Possibly this is in part owing to the reluctance of 
parents unwilling to let loose their children in the purlieus 
of the low city bazaar, or (in the case of Mahomedans) to 
their being kept at home to receive instruction in Persian, 
which has not in my opinion had sufficient attention paid to 
it. Only one-seventh of the boys are of this race, a very in¬ 
adequate proportion to say the least of it. 


The College Class under Mr. Twentyman-—(an addition 
made during the Session and containing five students)—pro¬ 
mises well, and may give additional renown to the School, 
as also would a new School house in a more convenient 
locality, although this can hardly be mooted at present The 
causes of the comparative failure of this School are many and 
deep-seated, not the least being the lax discipline of years 
gone l)y, and the previous failures in its mutations from School 
to College, and vice versa, so that its rising to its proper place 
of first iu the Province must be a matter of time. The 



( oi ) 


Uiklitiottof Mr. Browulow to the Instructive Staff, when lie 
returns from liis sick leave, will be both a help to Mr. Twenty- 
man individually, and beneficial to the character of the School 
generally, for I do not think the lower masters—only one of 
whom is a Certificate-holder—are up to the standard. 

The indispo.sition and positive neglect of duty on the part 

of Mr. Fox, the Head Master of this 
Pdtiw Branch School . . , , , 

Institution, have not only prevented 

any advance in numbers and progress, but thrown it mucli 
back. The average attendance has dwindled down from 6f) 
to 39, and doubleil the cost of Education. Under an ex¬ 
perienced and diligent head it may not only regain its former 
status, but rise to its proper rank which is among the first 
But I am by no means inclined to recommend an increased 
assignment till it shows a healthy re-action, of no transitory 
nature. It has been visited pretty frequently during the 
Quarter, though far away from the residences of most of the 
Members. 

The new Head, who has since joined, though deficient in a 
knowledge of Oordoo, seems persevering and likely to give 
satisfaction. 

At my visit in November, I found all here satisfactory, and 
, no tittle prai,so is due to Mr. Haiivey 

and to the Local Committee, especially 
the Secietary. There are to be two Junior Scholarship Can¬ 
didates, and though not likely to gain, failure at this first 
essay will not be discreditable. The boys are not as at Patna 
over age, and discipline is good. The only suggestion 1 had 
to make was regarding Vernacular translations, and in the 
lower classes rendering the reading lesson into more idio 
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inatic Oouloo. Average attendance 1)0 against 77 in tlio 
previous Quarter. 


Going and returning I halted altogether ten days at Bha- 

gnlpore, and paid sevenal visits to the 
Blingulporo School. o t i i ■ i t i i i r 

bohool, wliicli 1 had before seen, vir, 

on my way up to join my appointment. It is not advancing 
with the times, though there is notliing decidedly un.satisfac- 
tory in it Baboo Goorochuru Mittro is, and has been foi 
stuno time past sick, and will, tlierefore, shortly retire on his 
pen.sion, which, as a very old and f.uUd'id servant of Govern¬ 
ment, he has well earned. At his lime of life it is difficult 
to ac’nuire any new science, and it will not, therefore, surprise 
me to find his Junior Scholarship Candidates failing in 
Zoology at the Annual Examination. Wiieiiever he does 
retire, it will be difficult to find a .successor who will more 
conscientiously dischaige the important duties of a Head 
Master. The Secretary, B.aboo Dwaikinath Chatterjee, Sub- 
Assistant Snigeon, is a veiy coiislant visitor at the School, and 
Baboo Girdliarce Laid still inaiiiLains his own School an<l 
interest in the Govcniincnt Institution Altcudaiico, 112 ! 
hu-t Quarter, 11 k 


This my first visit showed that tlic Monghyr School is the 
least advanci'd of all. Its nro^rcs'', 

Monghjr School. -c i i i ' . 

however, if slow, has been suri', and flic 
lads are very well grounded, in fact more solidly than usual, 
as far as they have gone, and we may find hereafter that it 
outstrips several of the others. It is remarkable for tho ex'cel- 
lent way in which the highest Class traaslatc their lessons ; and 
Mr. Macnair, the Head Master, of wdiom some time b.ack my 
predecessor repotted unfavorably, seems dctemiincd to retrieve 
his character. He also is an invalid, though not absent from 
his duties. Attendance, 71. the same as in the last Report. 
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Pumeah School. 


There being no Deputy and Sub-Depwty Inspectors and 
Model Schools in tliis Zdlah, I pro¬ 
ceeded by d?ik from Pir Poiutee—the 
limit of ray Eastward journey—to inspect the English School 
here, and stayed two days. The unfavorable state of this In. 
stitution was noticed by His Honor the Lieutenant-Governor 
last year; and as my remarks are copied in full from the Visi¬ 
tors’ Book into the Abstract, I need not reiterate them here. 
The Head .Master, Baboo Khettromohun Mokerjea, formerly 
Second at Tirhoot, seems doing well. To the other disadvan¬ 
tages under which this School suffers must be added that of 
the Local Committee being entirely changed during the 
Quarter. Attendance, 41, against 26 in the last Quarter. 


Of the Second class of English Schools—i. e, private and 
aided ones—there are in my Division three— vb,, the Diua- 
pore Grant-in-aid School and the Church Missionary Society’s 
and Baboo Girdharee Laul’s, at Bhaugnipore. 


The Dinapore School remains the same as at my last report, 
doing much good in spreading English Eiiucation ; but its only 
resources are the Government Grant and the fees, the people 
being neither sufficiently alive to the advantages of the School 
to contribute more than the foe, nor generally permanent 
residents. It will receive my best attention, now that my 
travelling is over; but I cannot confidently speak as to its 
standing after the grant expires. 

The remaining two—Girdharee Lai’s and C. M. S. Schools 
—at Bhagulpore, have already come before you in my special 
letters accompanying their applications for Grant,s-in-aid; they 
are both diligently and earnestly maintained, and therefore 
though not equal to the Government Zdlah Schools very im¬ 
portant ones. 
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I now turn to'Vernacular Education and Sclioola, and 
in my review for the sake of convenience commence with the 
District of Bhagulpore under Sub-Inspector Pundit Amar 
Nath Eoy with three Sub-Deputies and two Circuit Teachers. 

I may preface my remarks with a few words on the system 
adopted in the Zillahs generally. The Sub-Inspector has the 
management of the whole, and is ordinarily the only channel 
of communication and intelligence. To him come all the 
Reports and Returns from the Sub-Deputies and Circuit 
Teacliers, and only an Abstract of these reaches ma Much, 
therefore, depends on him, for, receiving my information se¬ 
cond .hand, unless some glaiing incident occurs, matters may¬ 
be going on tolerably well or ill without my being able to 
pronounce decisively on them. It only on my tour that 
seeing things with my own eyes I can form a correct judg¬ 
ment and give the due award of praise or blame. But there 
is this to be said, that in my travels the present state of 
things actually before me gives also undeniable evidence as to 
the past, and thus though the lazy may have escaped detec¬ 
tion during the previous year, or some of the deserving have 
not met due encouragement, the mistake is rectified at the 
close, and I gain experience to guide me during the next and 
future years. This will explain why I have not hitherto re¬ 
ported on my subordinate Staff individually. But to return. 


1 . Sultanguvge CliMsal. —I found but three boys in the 
, o , , School when I visited ; the Register of 

niiagmpore Scuoola. ’ ° 

Sub-luspectors, &c. attendance had not been regularly kept; 

the Teacher was very old ; knew only Nagri; and was copying 

books in lieu of his proper duties. From a conversation with 

the bazaar people, I found that neglect of the School by the 

Sub-Jnspectors, and the incompetency of the Teacher were the 

principal causes of the failure. It had been under considera- 
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lion for alwlition some months previously ;*but carried on in 
the liope that a wntlcinan resident near the village would 
give it liH feiippoit and inllueuce. It wa.s utteily irredeem¬ 
able and alxilished foithwith. 

2. Soiihitjunfic Chalml. —Two Teachers here divideil the 
allowance (duly Rupees o monthly), and one taught Oordoo, 
the other Nagri The services of the former were dispiaiscd 
with as only two boys were reading with him ; the other was 
but little better , the boys (about twenty when I went.) were 
scarcely able to read , and the rent of the shed which held 
them being 1 Rupee a month, I decided on gi'ing the 
Chatsal only three months’ further trial, when, it iiotjnore 
succcssiul, it also will go. 

R Col'joiKj Clidlsdl. —SheLli Roshnn Ah, the Teachei, 
knows both Oordoo and N.igii, and _\ et in this populous \ ill.ige 
there weie oiil\ ciolitccn Siliol.iis Rupees 2 monthly i^ (laid 
lieie also toi house lent , l)ut a .sum has bi'en eidleeteil amply 
sutVicieiit with the Rupees 12 in ihe hands of the Sub-ln>pec- 
1oi to elect a eonieiiu'iit builihng The bo\s weio iuok' 
adianced than at Nos 1 and 2, but fai fiom ha\ mg leached 
the piopei standaid 

4. Vir Poinii ('liat-i,il —Held m the Police Phan, and 
Iherefoie lent hee There weie sixteen Isns, all \er\ bat'k- 
waid Tile Teacher also not up to the .standarii, ignorant ol 
Ooidoo and unable to na/h: Nagri I tohl the ha/aar people 
I would cany on the' School a short tune longer; but if thi') 
would not send moie of their childien to it, it would be tiaiis 
feried to some other pl.ice 

r>. Oomarcd/idt Chnt.^al —Hero weie only twehe bins, 
who could read nothing, and only work Addition and *Sub- 
tiaction. 1 appointed a new Teacher, being unwilling to 
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aboli.sli tills School, which is SO inilos North of Bha«nlpoiv, 
and lliorcfyro sUriuls almost alone. Tho boys only writo 
Kaithi letters. 

C. ^fo(^h('poora C/m/saf —Zainooddeen Hiis.soin, the De- 
jiiity .\la;.;istiMto hero, havini,' taught himself liiighsh, i.s 
aiiMoii^ to O't.ibli^h an Kng'h''li ,School, chiefly, it W'uult! seem, 
foi the iiistiuitiun of his own ehildien. Yet liere there were 
onI\ twehe lads, aiul of ihe'oonly onu could read or write any- 
tiling. Hr, lit, r Idiailawiit (a Primer and eleim ntary Arilh- 
iinlK ii.id bull s, t to learn l)astiii-iil-M,usli, or Kleiiienis of 
PolitK.il Kioiioiii) ' and yeUtlie Snli-U.'|m(v fiis|>eelor, Mir 
Pnndi y Mil, had lieeii fi.sju, nlly to (li,i S, liool Tins also 
will n main Init a few inontlis on pioli.itioii 

7 Kl-liniujun'ii' Clmtidl —This was tho healthiest iSchool 
in tlie I),'ll!let Tin le Wi ll'fort\-t\\o lioys iiii-M iit, leainiie' 

<•" 1,1 .ind Hindi , hilt they could only do Snhtiaetioii. Tfio 

Snhl)>|itit\ Ins|M(toi Iii.i,|iil llie-iiii, had not only 
III id, thi '.1 ,1, e, lit S< hool, and induced a M.ili i|nn, Kewiil 
K I'll.Ill Jfloigeut, to hull,1 a eoiiNeluent she,| loi it , tuiipoiary 
. 1 ,, oiiiiiiod.itioii . hut h,i,| jH'r.Mi.nh'd a llaboo, Odit Naiain 
Singh, to o I lip aiiothei m hi.s lioii-e at Allniiiiiiiorin 

AlUiiiuiuiiipu- Piivitr C'/e/No/ .-This IS the one allude,! 
to III the pm, ,liiig paiiL I found it had r \M,,] three iiionllm, 
C'liilaiiied loit_\ eight ho\s, at pi, M ut ri ading only Nagri , but 
< (I'nioo Is to foihiw It was altog, tiler pronii‘'iiig, iiini to a 
l■'|^ll't of the p.ihoo th.it I Woiihl traiisfi r the J’liilont .‘s'ldiool 
(winch W.1.S elo^e by and a gnat failure^ to Alhiininiggnr, 

I . 0 ',;, ,1,',1 with the prosi-,o that the Baboo would ftievioii-iy 
build a tit snh'tanlial hoii-sj for its reeepti,)ii Ho lia.s not jet 
a cepti d the propO'itioii. 

,S rhulout eWsaf,—Teacher \fry unfit and knowing no 
Nagn. The bojs could only siKill through a little of the 
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Oordoo Primer, and could not do Addition. Tliis was abo¬ 
lished. 

9. Fumeshurpm Ck/saJ.—Contained only IG boys, 
but in all other respects good. The boys learnt Oouloo and 
Hindi, and one of them could write both (and Bengali) with 
facdity. Sham Soondur, the Teacher, had been diligent and 
brought up his boys well. They had read, in addition to the 
usual elementary books, some History of India, and worked 
Propoition Sums correctly, explaining the process. Tlie School 
has from its establishment been held in the house of Baboo 
Dobeprosad Choube, the principal man in the village. The 
Baboo has given a site and will build at his own cost the new 
Iiousc for it, and hi.s own son Lucki[)rosa(l who, for some 
mouths has acted gratuitously as Assistant Teacher, has since 
been appointed Teachei in lieu of Pundit Sham Soondur, pio- 
moted to the 1st giade Circuit Teaclieistiip, a vacancy caused 
by the degradation of Pundit Moiijeojha to the 2nd giade. 

This closes the list of the Bhagulpore Model Schools 
There are doubtless some local disadvantnges in this com¬ 
pared with other Zillalis, but had Pundit Amar Nath Royi 
the Deputy Inspector, discharged bis duties honestly and 
with diligence, the Schools would not have been so unpromis. 
iiig. I wained him, therefore, that if next cold season no im¬ 
provement were visible, ho ivoiild be removed from his post. 
Of the three Sub-Deputies, one seems lltted for his jiost. The 
other two have icceivcd w'arniiig that they also will be held 
res[)oiisihlo for their respective Thannahs. 

These are seven, as follows: Sheikpoora, Toolseepoor, (Phool- 

„ . warea) Bciioo Saric, Khugoiia, Biuhcea, 

Monghjr Schools. 

l>urliglia, and Khuiuckpoor. 1 saw all 
but Khugoria, wliich being out of my route I passed over. 
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Iiavin" found the stale of the rest so satisfactory. In Slieik- 
poora, Hindi only is read ; but in tlie rest, both Oordoo and 
Hindi, The Masters are all competent, and the Schools really 
Avortli the name. Some of the Tcaclicrs meiit increased pa}*, 
Mhich I hope to s^ive them by a dift’eient arrangement of the 
limited funds at my disposal. 

Many Teachers in piivato Schools in this Zillah take on loan 
our books and um' tliem, bringing their 
"Plialt-yearly for EKammationand 
reward. Dining the (Juaiter twenty- 
five Scliookand with two bundled and forty-lliice boys weio 
thus brought up, and Rupees 3(1-12 and eighty-si.x books 
given in rewaids to Teachers .and Pupils in Tliann.alis Sheik- 
jiooia and Sooiujgunah. Two Schools hearing of my ariival 
c.inic in fioiii some distance two siicces.sivc wet days to Sheik- 
jioora This Distiict, although there aie only tlnec Oflicer.s— 
Pundit Moheendro iS'ar.ain tlie Dejnity, and B.inarassec Piishad 
and Fida Ilo.ssein, the Sub-Deputy Tns])cctois—is in a very 
ciedit.dile state, and the Deputy is every way de.serving of 
proiiiutioii. 

In the Gya District I saw but one School—th.at in the Town 
of Rehar. . It was very disorg.aiiized j 

Ik liar Cliata.ll, ZilLiii '■poacher, though not wanting in 

lij.l ’ 'I’ r> 

ability, proved to he a worthless fellow, 
and I therefore .abolished the School, which indeed was no 
longin’ needed, as Baboo Modenarain Singh, of Tek.aii, in the 
Zill.ili, has established a free School for both Oordoo and Hindi. 
Oiii books Hill be read in it; but I cannot c.xpect to get regis¬ 
ters of lufonnatioii, which arc alway.s looked upon with sus¬ 
picion. 
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1. Futiooha.—A very bad specimen of * Model School, tlic 

Teacher old and incompetent, and the 

I’attift Chatnala. . 

boys Ignorant and iiregular, can read 

only the Hindi Primer and write in Kaithi. It is on tiial for 

a few months more. 

2. Noivada Ih/cutpoor .—Kccently established and nume¬ 
rously attended ; this Chatsal, with a good Teacher, miglit do 
some good; but the incumbent is a poor helpless specimen, and 
he must go. 1 saw it botli going and returning ; no improve¬ 
ment had, however, taken place in the interval, as no suboiili- 
natc Inspector had visited. 

3. Jlai/t—Baih is a very large village or town, and the 
scat of a Deputy Magistracy; yet my School had but si.v 
Btudents, and these all belonging to one family. I thcieloio 
ditected it to bo closed, unless the numbers greatly iucrea.scil 
in the succeeding month. 

4. Toruloli Dinaporc Ciimar.—Twentyminc boys present 
at the time of my visit; the Teacher of fair abilities, and llie 
lads advanced as f.ir as Division and Reading, the Hi.stoi} of 
India in Nagii. It is recently established, and will do very well. 

The remaining Schools in this Distiict were not seen by me 
during the (Juarter. Some of them are moie advanced and in 
better order than thcpieceding ; but I fear Ilurgobiud Ghoso 
the Deputy Inspector, IS only a second-iate Officer, and the 
District not in a proper state. 

Into this Catalogue must be transferred the Durbhunea 
&I 100 I, in which so little English was 

I’nv.ito t eiuvcular that it has been at last altogether 

bcUoDp. _ ^ ” 

excluded. Until an inspecting staff is 
appointed for Tirhoot and the School periodically visited, it 
will nok assume a healthy state. 
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In Zillah iMonghyr I saw two Muktnbs, vh., at Ali- 
nnirgiir and Moulaumiggur,—the latter of wliich is well con¬ 
ducted, and uses our senes of hooks m addition to the usual 
ami Aiahic Peisian course. Of Bettiah, Hattooah, and Dooiu- 
1 a wan and some otheis, as Ido not icceivo regular registers 
and they will all fall in the present Quarter's tour, I will not 
now speak. 


The English Schools taken as a whole aie rising and im¬ 
proving, and as 1 have little oppoitunity 
Gcnci.il Rcumiks. , - , . 

foi Visiting tlu'ui, 1 must attiinute tlio 

advance to the Local Committees. Jlauy geiitlomen iii these 
hodies take a re.al personal inteie.st m the hoys, and this cl.iss 
of memhers 1 believe to he on the inciease. The Masters m 


the Zillah Scliools arc commonly inferior in abilities and at¬ 
tainments to those in Bengal, though some of the Head 
AListeis by their diligence are gaining a name. We aic woist 
ol as regal (Is .second Masters, for 1 know no one of them m 
these paits who is ht to t.ike charge of a Hchool, tiiey must, 
theiefore, b(' jiassed over on the occuiieiice ol a v.ae.incy. 
The great mtcival between the salaiie.s attached to the two 


|iO'ts (one b('ing throe times greater than the other) primarily 
causes this mfeiiority, and I would wish to laiso the pay of 
the lower olliec to a standard moie commensurate with tliat 


oi the other With the ])re.sent School Assignmouts this, 
however, is impossible, the revenues from private siib.sciiptions 
and fees being (except in Gy.i) much loss than iii Bengal. 
I scig therefore, no remedy but that of raising of assignments, 
and the state of Beh.ar being considered in connection with 
the leccnt d.vtc of most of the School.s, the proposition 
.appe.irs rc.a.sonablc. The history of the Institution.s in and 
near Calcutta bears out thi.s view. From being cntiiely 
suppoited by Govermuent, many have advanced and become 
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nearly self-supporting. We may expect tbe same results to 
follow here, the more quickly in proportion as our Schools are 
more efiScient. Rupees 4000 annually will permit the 
second Master’s salary to be raised to Rupees 75, give an 
additional Junior Master, and relieve the now overcrowded 
lower classes, besides allowing the sum sanctioned for Library 
Books to be thus expended in lieu of being absorbed in the 
general cm rent expenditure. 


Qrants-in-aicl, 


There have been no additional Grants-in-aid sanctioned 
this Quarter in my Division, and no 
Vernacular Scholarships will bo taken 
up. I issued Perwannahs to my Deputy Inspectors, describing 
the course to be studied, and the tests I should propose for 
gaining them; but none of the Schools are sufficiently ad¬ 
vanced to compete this year. 


During my progress through the Districts, I have sought 
every opportunity of conversing with both small and great, 
and have found great use in a few numbers of the Illustrated 
London News and Bradshatu’s Railway Map of Enr/land, 
The very poorest and most ignorant can appreciate the 
difference between the two countrie.s, when told that a paper 
with fifty or more excellent engravings and as much print as 
in an ordinary book, is produced and sent 10,000 mdes at 
a cost of four annas; but for transmission along a 2.3tli part 
of that distance in India three annas is levied. Their own 
clothes also furnish mo with .another tellinji argument, and 
by such simple illustrations as these, I produce at least a coun¬ 
terbalance to their prejudices, which, however, I confess, I have 
not met with in any formidable shape ; and I notice that in 
the same degree as I find my subordinates negligent or ineffi¬ 
cient, so is each District reported to be more or less prej udiced. 



ly dismissed one subordinate, 
jjj^f Hussein, litbe MW^r District, who had been guilty 
of extortion with many gross derelictions of duty. In conse¬ 
quence of his misconduct, the School at Begoo-Sarie was 
emptied; but my Deputy Isnpcctor wcirt there, and in a short 
time it was fuller than before. My verdict on tho whole is 
I'.ivorable, and in cases where I have been called upon to 
censure, I anticipate more diligence, and its certain accom¬ 
paniment—progress. 

I 

There is only one more suttjcct to mention,— viz., books 
and their sale. I have much regret in saying that after 
a year’s correspondence my accounts with Agra are not 
Settled. It is with the greatest difficulty and after repeated 
apjilications that I obtain answers to any important letters, 
and tho District Schools are already suffering from the want 
of books, and this, if any thing, will retard our Schools. I 
do not think this Division has been treated with proper 
eoiisideiation by the Curatoi’s Office at Airra. 

I have the honor to be. 

Sir, 

Your most obedient Servant, 

A. S, HARRISON, 

Inspector of Schools, Ikhar Division 
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From 

The director of PUBLIC INSTRUCTION, 

To 

W. GREY, Esquire, 

Si’cretary to the Government of Benejal 

Fort William, ‘Mst August ISS.x 
Sir, 

In complianco witli tlie orders coiitaiiu'd in your letter dated 
4tli of July, I liave tlie lionor to forward a Report of pro;,Tess in the 
Education Dep.artment, for the first (piarter of tlie current (otlicial) year, 
i. c, from May 1st to July 31st last 

2 Beginning with the highest order of Education, I have to rejiort 
that the Suh-Committees, into which the University Comiinttee at its 
first Slotting resolved itself have hiought then pioceediiigs to a close, 
and have suhmitted to the General Comiinttee Repoits (with Draft 
Rules) ujioii the projiosed Faculties of Arts, Law, Medicine, and Civil 
Eiigmeeriiig These Repoits have hcen Idrw.iided by the Geiieial Com- 
miltei; to the sevei.d Local Goveiiniieiits, loi any rem.irks oi suggestions 
which they may lie willing to otfer, and on leecivnig lejilies lioni these 
Authorities the Committee will hold a (leiieial Meeting and take niea- 
suics foi submitting its Repoit to the .Siipii’iiie Government 

3 Coming next to the Presidency College, the o[ienuig of which on 
its new footing dates from the i|uaiter iimlei review, I have to repoit 
th.it a eouise ot study in the Geiiei.d Blanch, resembling m its leailing 
ti'atiires tlie course piojiosed by the Council ot Ediicalion in their leltei 
of the IDth March ItS.it, but regulited as to most, of its det.uls by the 
scheme tor the giant of Itegiees which ha,s been ajiproveil by the Uni- 
veisitv Sub-Cumimtteeot Arts, has lieen introduced, and is now in satis- 
taelory ojieiation It h.as been suggested to the Motussil Collegi s that, 
with reference both to general considerations and to the expediency of 
bringing up their students to the standard of a University Degree, it 
will be well for them to take the Presidency College course as then 
model, so far as circumstances will admit This is accordingly Iwing 
done. 

11 
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The course of stiuly in the Law Department of the Presideney 
College IS •t present on rather an uncertain footing. The present 
arrangements are Imwever temporary only, and will be subject to any 
requisite modifieation at the commencement of next Ses->ion, by which 
time I trust wo shall know precisely what the standard for a University 
Degree will be, and wo shall be able to maho our arrangement.-' 
accordingly. Meanwhile the L-iw Students aie receiMiig instruction 
from one Professor in Homan Cml L.iw and General Jiii isprudence, 
and from the other in the .systems ol Law applie.iblo to this coiiutiy. 
The Sadder Court, as you are aw.ire, have ex]ires,sed their willingness 
to accept a College (ji-rtiheate of li.iving pisscil credit,ibly tliioiigh a 
complete course ef l,.iw instiuetioii asequiv.dent to a Certiticate of li.ii liig 
[lassed the Kx.unmation iii Law pn-tcuhed for C.uiilid.ites for MoonsitF- 
ships and Sadder I’leaderships , and, in coiisei|ueuce, we haw a iiiim- 
lior of yoiitlis 111 the Law Dep irtment of tie-('olleoe (|ualifving them¬ 
selves for appointuiciits of this kind 'I'le- --tudents iii this Department 
also attend, as a pait of tle-ii eoiirsi-, LM-tuiesoii Logie, Political F.co- 
nomy, Moial Philosophy, and Meiil.il Philosophy 

5 . The value of Kiighsh Seiieir Seliol.usliips lias been rciliieed 
during the quarter fiom Hiipi es ( 30 ) tliiity and 
(HI) toltj to Uu|M-es (i'll twelllv-lile for the Pie- 
sideney and Rupees (iO) tweutv foi a Mofiissil 
College; and the saving thus i iVected has been 
applied to the eiealioii ot twehe additional Jiinioi 
Scholaiships at each ol the five Goveinmeiit Collegis, to be com- 
p'ted for only by lads ediieated at prinite Schools 

(!. The prineiple involved Hi this latter measure has been fuither ear¬ 
ned out (111 coiiiplianee with the wishes of the lloiible Court of Direc¬ 
tors) in regard to the Seliol.irsliips of the old lliiidu College, one-half 
of winch will 111 futuie be made av.iilable every tear for Hindu Stiideiit.s 
of privati' Schools and the other half for those educated at tin- (Govern- 
liH'iil) Hindu School. In aecoidaiico with this rule. Scholarships 
tollable at the Prc.sidcncy College have Is'en awarded to three lads educat¬ 
ed at jiiivato Institutions w ho |>ass. d at the Kvaiiiination hi Id at the Town 
Hall 111 Apnl l.Lst, rh to two* lads from the 
»”KrTOSfh.i|«r.|in,'',mlv. Hindu Metro(Hilitan College and to one from the 
“'io')lvJr,V.nr'l Joiive Si'liiKil The Managers ef the former In- 

bdlKHtlUry SvMsirship htuutiou are soiuowluU di'vs;,itiwiK ‘1 l>oeau&o tlieir 


• Vi: 
l*rt*snlon«> 
IInot;hlv (liUn 
Diii't li ditto 
KiMluiaictiHr ditto 
IIitIuuhikiu' ditto. 
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1)0);. have not Ix'cu allowoil to remain at (liat Institution and there to 
Hold the Scholarships they have gained. I do not think the complaint 
Is just. It must be remembered that the object of granting Scholarships 
is not only to reward proficiency already siiown, but to ensure eoulimiod 
progress for a further period and up to a higher standard of Education 
I a[iprehend that there is in principle no objeetion whatever, hut the 
eonlrary, to allowing those who have gameil .Junior Seholaivhips to 
prosi,s:uto their studies at a pruate Institution, .ill that is neoeasary 
IS, tli.it the Uoiernnieut should be Mtislied that the .scholar’s time 
Mill Ih! really well spent in such Institution, and that then'is a fiir 
pros|)ect of Ills reaeliing the higher or Senior Schol.irship standaid 
111 ‘the s.iuie time iii wliieli he would probably reach it at a UoveiiiineiiL 
College. 

7 . til the liistitiitioiis next in order to Colleges, 1 have not iiiiieh to 
repoit 111 eoniieelioii with the p'riod uiuhr renew The Zillah 
Schools, forty-thiee m nunibei, are generally m an efiieient and im|)roMiig 
condition, and ,iie tor the most part pojiiil.ir with the' iiiliahil.int.s of the 
Disliicts in which the) are situ.ited An mipioied system of keeping 
, 1 . couiils h.is been mtiodiiced duiiiig the ipi.iilei. In meansof wlm h the 
liii.ini-i.il position ot eveiv School, .iiid tlm .iiiioimt av.iilalile foi tin' mi 
pioieliielit or extelislou of tile llle.llis ol EdlU'.ltloll .it its dispos.ll, e.lll at 
■ 111) time be e.l.s||j ;i,., , ||.|||led 

■S III tile lleh.ii Ihsliiets, ;ls the l.ieiiteii.iiit -( toveriior IS aware, the 
beiielits ot IviiK .ition are not desir. il or apprei lated aslluvaii' in the 
Distiiels iie.iier C.ih'iitta Neierthi'h ss, .Mu Ch.ipm.iii reports that there 
1 ' III Ih'h.ir a siiuiid .iiid steadily progressing appreei.ition of the value 
ot Knghsli Keliii .ition, arising 111,iiidv from the impression that a know 
h dge ot iMiglish Is the siir. st pat h to one gi eat ob|ei-t ot ile'n e, e/c , pub* 
he employ .iiid jir. t. iineiit This d.-siie, Mr Chapman considers, is al 
most the oniv Icier lu' liaie to work with m a part ot thei.oiinlri t' eming 
w ith igiioraiiee and bigotry, if not with hostility, and I smeerely trust 
till relore that the Con rniiieiit will do nothing to weaken lU loree by 
loweiiiigor alioh'hmg I xistnig idueational test.s of fitness for employ- 
nieiit 111 the public sen ICC. It is olivious that to lower tin se tests as 
ii g.ird'the higher classes of ap|iointinents at the n rv time when they 
.lie Is mg e.xteiided bv Coveriimeiit lo 111 iiio-i tie loll. >1 situations III Its 
g‘ti Would h'u. an a].pearame of p'rogressioii and mliriiiit) of purjio'i 
1 ' ly iiijnrioas to tie c,i’He of IMueatiou 



9. I will here merely add, while on the subject of English Eflucation 
and Zillaii Schools, that measures are under consideration for raising tlfe 
School at Patna to the status of a College or High School On this 
subject I hope to he able to report further Ijefore long. 

10. Our measures in regard to Vernacular Education have been some¬ 

what retarded in consequence of 
Mr. Pratt only joined the Department on , , , i r x i i 

the Ifith June, and Mr. Wwxirow has lieen, and tuC delay that has takotl place in 
imtill, ton in winding ,l,„ P,rnnt« in 

up the of hi» lilt® offlic. of Govern- P^-S-Sing tiie ivuies lor urants in 

ment Hooli A(;cnt and Secretary to the Conn- Aid as well ns bv the obstacles 

til of Kducatioii. 

that prevented tlie services of 
Mihsm. Pratt and Woodrow bticoming available as early as was expected- 
Much difikulty has also Iteeii experienced in obtaining the services of a 
Hufficieut nunilxir of persons [)ro|X'ily i|ualilied for the important post of 
SulxIiisjMS'tor, 

11 Messrs. Chapman and Itohinsoii have however Ixien employed 
throughout the (juarter, as Inspectors of Schools, to good purpose, and 
have devoted themselves to their dutios with the zeal which was to 
liavn been exjxicted from them These gentlemen arc fully aware (as 
indeeil are the other Inspectors and I myseltj th.it the paramount object 
for wliieh the Department li.is lieen placed uixm its pre.sent footing Is, 
(to n.se the words of the Eilucation De.spatcli.) the dis.semination among 
“ the great mitss of the |x' 0 ])le, who are utterly incapahle of obtaining 
any Education worthy of the namo hy their own unaided etl'orts of useful 
and praetical knowledge suited to every sUilioii in life ,” and further, that 
Ethicalion of this kind can Isj comimmie.ited “ to the great miuss of the 
people, whost' circumstances prevent them from aciimring a high order 
of Education, and who cannot he expected to overcome the dithoultics 
of a foreign language, only tlirmigli out' or other of the Vernacular 
languages of the country.’’ 

12. 'I'lio olgect here indicated is a noble one, hut wlu-tlier it is fully 
atta'mable, and, if so, hy wliat means are c|Ue.siions, iqion which the 
wisest luul most ex[)oriena'd are found to ditVer widely m o[muon. The 
difficulties attending the practical solution of these questions are how¬ 
ever denied hy none. The measures tli.it li.ive heeii adopted during 
the quarter under notice mu.st therefore lx> reganled as only exjK'rimental. 
They have moreover bot'ii so short a time m ojx-riiion that it is im- 
posMble as yet to judge of the succtws with which they are likely to be 
attended. I shall therefore now merely mention, as briefly as ixis-siblo, 



the steps that have been taken during the (juarter toward> carrying out 
a system of Vernacular Education, and shall leave a more extended 
notice of them for future Reports. 

13. In Mr. Chapman's division a regular sysk-m has been set on 


• Comprised within the 
followiUj; Uislncts,.— 
I’sliia, I'Imprali. Shalia- 
U.I, Uchar, Moughjr, 
bliaugul|>orc. 


foot under which indigenous SeliooU are visited 
and e.xamined, books lent to them, rewitrds for 
improvement offered both to Teachers and Pu¬ 
pils, and inducements held out to the jieoplo gene¬ 


rally to establish new schook In thus way 2.270 villages* and 832 


School-masters were visited by Mr. Chapman's Sub-Inspectors during 


the quarter. 

Ik Model Schools, of which it is jtroposed to have akuit twelve in 
each District, are also being .set on foot in this Division, and Mr Chap¬ 
man ho])es, by the end ot the current ipiaiter, to report the Rstahlish- 
ment of a con.siderahle number, lie projKises to have at these Seliisils 
normal classes for the training of Teachers tor niihgeiious Sehools, and 
at the eeiitial Anglo-Verii.ieul.ir Schools normal cla.sses for Mialel 
School Teachers. Agencies lor the sale ol cheap Veimienlar Isioks aie 
also iKMiig set up in all laige towns, and a Veriiaeiilar Nevvs]iii|ier 
designed to .si'rve the coiii.se ol jiopul.ir enlightenment is to !«■ pnlilished 
at P.itna, and its circulation pioiiioled, as l.ir as possihle, Ity the Kilm-a- 
tion Dcp,iitment. 

D) in .'Ir. Pratt’s divkion, (hiring thuipiaiter, a scheme of .Model 
Schools w.LS ileviseil, which h.us .since In ell s.inetio.ie(l and is now hemg 
earneil out. There will be live of such Schools in each of the DLslilets 
of Ilooghly, Dmdwaii, Mnlnapore, and Niiddea, and each S( hool is 
expected to k' attcndecl hy ahoiit lot) boys. 

IG A plan lor the est.iblishment upon his estate, with (lovermnent 
aid, ol a mimliei of Vernacular and Aiiglo-V( inaeular Sehools, was 
suliinitU.sl hy liahoo Joykishen Mookerjie It is now under iiejiiiiy 
and consideration, and will 1 trust he shortly torwarded to (Jovermneiit 
for orders. 


17. A Normal School, for the training of Veriiaciilar Teacln rs, has 
been set up m Calcutta, under the suiierintendeiite of Piimlit Eshiir 
Chunder Surma, the (CssisUml Insixsctor, anil is making gisHl jirogress; 
other measures, hav mg the sameohiecl in vi^w, are m coiileiiijilatioM, iiml 
will lie rciwrted upon liy Mr Pratt as yjon as he lias visited the Mission¬ 
ary Normal School at Sautipore. 



18. Mr. Woodrow 8 time during tlic quarter, or such portion of it as 
lie was aide to devote to the duties of Inspection, was chiefly employed 
in visiting the Oovernment Vernacular Schools in the neighlioiirhood of 
Calcutta, and certain other Schools that are desirous of applying for 
Grants. Of the latter class are the Schools at Kulderpore and Alli|wre> 
(under the Cathedral Mis^loll); at l*aik|)ara, Boroo, and Kahghat, in the 
2t-Pergunnahs ; at Uahoota and Nihodho, in Baraset; CommercoUy in 
Biihiia ; and ilarooli m Jessore. 

1!). As you are aware, only two Grants in aid have as yet been 
sanctioned under the new rules, uiz, to tin; Schools at Baleo and 
Serajgunge, hut hefoie the cloie of the present ipuiter many more will 
doubtlcHS have been made. 

20. Mr llobinson’s S(;hemu for setting u|) Model Schools in the 
])islricts of Jtiiiigiioro, Itinagepore, and Bogr.ali, whieli w.as di.scussed 
and matured by biiii diiiing the (piarter in commiime.ition with Ollleers 
of local experience, li.as, as you are aware, been recently s,i.iictioned by 
the Supreme Government, and is now being cani(;d out. 

21. A system of encoiir.igenient lor indigenous and sell'-Mipportmg 
Schools ill Kamroop (of which then' is a coiisnlei.ible number,) by means 
of rewards in money and books, h.is also been sanctioned 

22. A ])iomismg [ilan fur the e-.t.iblNhm int at Gowlialty of a .Vormal 
Sidiool for Vb'rnaculai 'I'eacheis li.is likewise been submitted by .Mr. 
llobinson, and will piobably bo jiiit in o|)oration befoie the date of my 
next Uepoit. 

28. Dtiriiio the qiiaiter I ha\e beim in cnmmiinication with the 
C.dciilta School Book Society with a view to settmo on foot Agencies 
for the s,ah' of cheap Kiiglisli and Veiiucul.ir books at one or more 
Stations in every District of the Ijower Piomiici s. The pi,an has been 
favorably received by those who havi' been consulted, and before the 
close of the present quaiter much will have been iloqo towards giviuo 
effect to it. At theso Agencies books will be sold at the same prices as 
they art' sold at in Calcutta. 

2 k Of the Government N'otification of the ffth ultimo, regarding the 
einploymont of educated |H'rsons in the Public Sc'niee and the disqualifi¬ 
cation of any one unable to re id and writi' for any appointnituit worth 
more .than Riqs'es (ti) six i^ month, eight thousand copies have In’cii 
printed in English and Bengali, and these are now being distributed 
throughout the Mofussil liy means of the OlHcers of the lie; eiiue. Police, 



Public Workiiaml Eiliicatiou Departments Hfcivsiires liave also Ikh'u 
taken for having copies in the Oordoo and Oonya languages circulated 
thioughout Behar and Cuttack. 

2.> I heg to transmit herewith in original, for reference if nectss- 
'-arv, Ri'jiorts upon the (‘diicational proceedings of the ipiarterhy Messrs. 
Pratt, Chapman and Woodrow, and 1 reipiest the favor of your return¬ 
ing them to this Ottice when no longer reijuired. Mr. llohin.son has 
heeii un.ihle to jiiejiare his Uepoit for the (piarter in time to admit of its 
accompanying this letter 

T liave the honor to lag I've, 

(Signcsl) Wm (iOllDON YOlINd, 

Diirdor nf I'ablic Indruciion. 


Prom 


To 


No (52 

Tin; INSPItCTUll ok SCHOOLS, 

ISiialli Ih’uijiil 


W OOIIDON' YOCNO, KsiiOiUK, 

Diirtidf 'if 1‘ulilic [ndruction. 


iJiitcd ValcutUi, y]^(jmt Iha.'i. 

Sir, 

I.v accordance with the instructions eoiitaiiied in the (ith para 
of voiir letter, No It.'iti, dated the 2iid diilv, I have the honor to append 
a bin f narrative or revimv of tlii' prim ipal jiroceeilnigs wliieli have 
t.iken place in connection with the piogress of Ednealion in my Division, 
during the ipiartei ending on the .‘list ultimo, and I have to regiet that 
the iion-receipt of the necessary intormation on some points has some¬ 
what delayeil its dispatch 

2 You are aware that my own share in these proiaedings has been 
confined to the last meinth of the ipiarter in i|uestion, and that wliatevei 
has been effected has been mainly through the agency of the Assi.stant 
Insjiec'or, Pundit Eshiir Chunder Vidiasagur, and his Sub-Inspectois. 

51 It ajipears from that Otficcr's narrative fur the ipiarter, and fiom 
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other correspondence, that ho took charge of his Office o^the 1st May, 
and that, soon after, he deputc'il Sub-Inspectors to eacli of the Districts 
of Nnddea, Midnapore, Ilooghly, and Burdwan, for the purpose ot 
selecting villages for the establishment of Uovernmont Model Schools. 
At the end of June, the Pundit submitted a propo-sd for c.stablishing 
certain of these Schools, but the .scheme being incomplete, and informa¬ 
tion on certain important |)oint,s being wanting, ho was rc<|Uested to 
siihmit another Report, after making the neces.siry ini|mries. After 
further visits to the interior, made by himself and lies .subordinates, he 
submitted a revised Scheme and Report at the clo.so of July 

4. In this letter ho specified the naiin s of six Villages in each of the 
four Districts above-mentioned, .as ihose in which, liom their .sirs' or vhe 
wishes of the peojile, he consiileii d the .Model Schools might, With most 
advantage, be established In all but lour, the inhabitants undertook 
to erect new School houses, alVordiiig leni|S)i,iry aeconimodation until 
that could he done , and ill the leuiaiiiiiig tour, the iiih.ibitants consented 
to hear a poition of this expense To tlu'sc Schools, (which on the 
average aie expel led to have l.'iO pupils e.ieli.) the A^osl.uit Iiispettor 
pro|iosed to attach est.dilishiiieiits, eo-,tiug Riipi es "0 a month 

He proposed that, tor a )e,u or two Ivluc.itiou ui ihisc Sehool.s 
should Is'gialuilotis, alter which lime he eousidei, d the people would 
become Sllllicieiitly alne to the dill'ot the Kdileatioii imp.llted to pay 
alee As a fee would, ill addition to the cost ot the s|,ills and books 
leipiiied III the new .Si hools, amount to mme th in the one oi two aim.is 
the pupils mm pay to the (iuiiim.ih.ishois, I,, thinks the e\,u'|ion of a 
fee, at plescut, would delel them tiolll attending the new Schools 

<1 Though |.iopeily helon'.;mg to the pn sent ipiailei. ii seeins piopei 
to iiictilioii hole, ill,it, on this Repoil, voii ,it oine .mthoii/ed the 
e.stahlishmeni of live' Model .Schools in e.ieh ot the tour Distriefs, at an 
expense of Rupees .it) e.icli, the.Supreme (loveiiiineiit h.iviiig, in Pehiii.iiv 
l.i.st, .s.inctlolled the scheme propo.si d h\ the laetiteiiantdioveiiioi, wlmli 
involved an outltiy to the above amount. This otdei was coinmumcatcd 
to the Pundit oil the day after, and ho is now (arrving out the mca.sure. 
No fees will Ik' exaeli'd diiiiiig the liist six months. 

7. I next pioceed to consider the me.isures which have been adopted 
for the purpose of obtaining ipialiticd Tc.ichers for these and for the other 
Schools which we hope, to esUblish with the co-ojicr.ition of the jicople 
thomsolv es. 
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Eaily in May, after consulting you on the subject, the Assistant Inspec¬ 
tor states that he issued notia's inviting candi- 
„Jr uJJt I Wutcrh;; ‘lates for Vernacular Teacherships to undergo Kx- 
1, the cominiiroi 6c\crai animation in the Vernacular, at the Sanscrit Col- 

oftiieSihool-bookspub- 

ii.,iic(i uniicr Eshur lege. This resulted in the appearance of 200 
Candidates from the neighbouring Districts: they 
were examined by Pundit Eshur Chunder and Ills 
Assistant,* and ninety-two passed the test which was adopted. 

8 Those who pa-ssed, however, being unfit for the improved ilescrip- 
lion of Education required, a Noniial School was ojiencd at the Sanscrit 
College last month, for the instruction of these ninety-two candidati’s. Tho 
SclfiMil consists of two classes, the higher of winch is conductisl by Ilaboo 
rkhoycooinar Dutt. As regards the sulficieney of tins School to supply 
what Is wantisl, this does not seem to In'the place to address you, and 
\on are bettei .able to judge of tins matter than I c,ni pretend to bo. 

!) The siib|ect, howevei, is one of extreme imiiortanee, as the success 
of till' tlinerniiii iit eilneatioiial nie.i.siiie.s must dejiend mainly on tho 
pioper education of oiii Te.udiers , and I .shall take the liberty of address¬ 
ing you as soon as I have Msiteiftlie .Missionary Normal .School at Snn- 
tipore. where, but lor illness, I should ha\e proceeded ten days ago. 

10 A kindn d suli|i'i t Is lb.it of the luep.iration of unproved Sohool- 
Uioks [ Isne asked the Pundit to fiuor me with his views on this 
subject, ami for a lleporl as to the books already |)ublLshed and in course 
ol pie|>,ir.ition for these Schools, on winch subject 1 also intend toaddreas 
you as soon as I Inue roceued a reply from linn I l#arn from Ins 
n.irratne for the ipiarter, that the following stejis have been taken 
low aids this end 

11 Two new works for begniiiers li.ivo been coiui>o,sed and jirinted 
at half an anna each 

The .scbool-books known by the name of “ I’odliodoy ” .and “Niti- 
bodh ” have been revised and le-priiited, to cost h.ilf their former price, 
ortwoaninas I behe\e another woik.acheaj) edition of the “ Rijupulee,” 
has alv) been [mbhslicd The Pundit has alvi bi en engaged in translat¬ 
ing yEsop’s Fables, and in comiuling a book on (leograpliy 

12. I will conclude with a lirief statement of niy own share in tho 
procra’dings of the last mouth of tho quarter. Besides visiting and ex¬ 
amining the ckas-ses of the San.scnt College, I paid thirteen visits into tho 
interior, visiting nine different ydiools, .some of them more than once. The 

c 
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detaila connected with my examination of these Schools, and the conai- 
dorations arising out of the various circumstances brought to my notice 
on the occasions, I have given in my diary. In the case of three of them- 
lieing Anglo-Vernacular Schools, I have, I believe, induced the parties to 
open cheap Vernacular Schools in connection with them. 

13. My main object, however, has been to qualify myself for the 
duties of my office, by the perusal of whatever Reports, correspondence, 
and Ixwics might enable me to decide on tl\e numerous important ques¬ 
tions constantly coming before mo, and by improving my knowledge of 
tho Venincular language of the country, a thorough acquaintance with 
which is HO essentially necessary m my present position. 

14. I also commenced the carefid perusal of the several Vernacular 
l)OokH in use in the different schools, with the view of ascertaining how 
far they nro ailapted hi tlnur ol)ji;ct, in what particulars they require al- 
UTation, and in what cases to be wholly n-placed by other works. 

15. llio roturtrs of Indigenous Schools rnllid for by Government 
from tho local Officers of the dilferent Districts not having l-ceii received, 
with one exception, by tho end of the qnarter under Report, 1 was 
unablo to ailopt active measures m regiwd to those Schools their enlarge¬ 
ment and rcnuMlolling, in which work, I trust, fair progress may be 
made during the pie.sent quarter. 

16. During the month I received applications for Omnts in aid from 
two Angio-Vcrnacular Schools already in cMstcncc, and one from a 
Vernacular School about to be established. On the two fonner 1 have 
reported, on|lie latter 1 hope to l-o in a position to report soon. 

I have, Ac, 

(Signed) llODtiSON I'RATT, 

/(i.q»t cfor oj A’l/ioofs, South Bengal. 

N.tUIlATlVE. 

Durino (bo months of May, June and July, my duties as Inspector 
of Schools were combinerl with tlnwe of the Ihxik Agency and with the 
pn'jxuwtion of tho Rcjiort of tho late Council of Education. Tlie de¬ 
tails of tho B»K)k Agt'ucy n-quiriiig almost daily attention, I have been 
unablo to make any oxtciulcd tour into any District, and have necessarily 
confinevl my inspection to the Zillalisof tho 24-Pcrguniiah8 and Baraset 
In tiicse, however,' the demand for Education is far more earnest and 
general than in all tho rest of the District; and during three days in every 
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week, I have been engaged in visiting the Government Schools or pri* 
vate Institutions which required Grants in aid or Inspection. 

The Districts originally assigned for my Inspectorship were Fur- 
recdpore, Dacca, Backergunge,’ Mymensing, Tip- 
F™!*-Sylhet, and Noakally. Under the Orders of 
Government, dated 26th Juno 1855, the Districts 
of Sylhet and Mymensing were transferred to Mr. Robinson, and Pubna* 


Jessore, Baraset, and the 24!5’orgunnalis assigned to ma Cliittagong 
lias not officially been assigned to mo; but the RoFrts of the Schools aro 
forwarded to me as in the other Zillaha 
My circle therefore incliulea at the present time the following Districts:— 


1 The 24-Porgunuahs. 

2 Baraset. 

3 Jessore. 

4 Pubna. 

5 FurreodFte. 


6 Dacca. 

7 Backergui^a 

8 Tipjierah. 

9 Noakally. 

10 Chittagong. 


Of those, the first two only have been regularly worketl. 

Tlie Director of Public Instruction applied to Government for 
State of E<lucaiion in Returns of the Native Schools containing fifty boys 
ilifse DistmtJi. tJnj n'tpii.site orders were sunt into 

the Mofassil. I have only recuivud thetn for Furroodporo and Dacca. 
Tlio resttlt shows that the liitnt of thirty boys is seldom nttainod, or 
that many Schools have lieon otnittoil. In Dacca there are oiify twenty- 
live Schotjls, of wliich tlurteeti aro in the Town, and in Furroodporo only 
five Schools above the limit of thirty Iwys. From an accurate survey 
of all the Schools, great ami small, in the Thannali Nowabgnugo of 
the 2t-Porgunnahs, I am induced to think that many Schools have' 
been altogether omitted. Newabgiingo is the small Pergunnah at tlio 
North of the Zillali 2l!-Pergunnahs; and from the liad suco'ss of the 
Government Vernacular School at Monerainjsire, the demand fur 
Education does not appear to Ijo great, yet I find in this Tliannah 
3 Schools containing 50 Boys and upwards. 

2 „ 40 and less than 50 

2 30 „ 40 

11 20 „ .30 

7 10 „ 20 

1 10 


26 
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Of these twenty-six EJchools, seven Schools, or 26 per cent, contain 
more than thirty Iwys. I therefore argue that omissions have occurred 
to a great extent in the Rjturns from Dacca and Furreeelpore. 

In a letter which I lately addressed to the Director of Public In¬ 
struction on general Education for the masses, I showed, from the results 
arrivesl at in the E<luc;itioual C.msus of England ami Wales, that we 
might, in lleiigal, expect to find 2.) per cent of the population between 
the ages of four and twelve years, that if in the age fit for Education ; 
that of this number the girls would bo ;■>„ and the boys /„; and as the 
girls fur statistical |)urfios<‘s may bo omitU'd in an Education Census of 
Bengal, that there would remain nearly !) per cent ot the population as 
Iwys fit lor instruction. If, liom various causO:>, 2.) per cent, ot this num¬ 
ber are disabled from attending Schools or are instructed at home, which 
is the pro|'X)rtion allowed in England, there would still remain ne.iily l 
per cent, who might atteml School. Tlie result is shown in the aceoin- 
|)anyirig Table:— 
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According to the proisirtion of tho.'O actually in S bool to the rest 
in England, the lotid iiumU'r in Bengal woiiM, out of the.y 4,.S0,0G0, be 
3,80,001) boys. But there are now under instruction in 

Ooverninent English Schools. 1J11 

Gov erumeut Vernacular Schools . ll-’t 


2,065 
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E»lucation for the masses has tliereforo to be commoiiceJ iit Eiwt 
Ui'iigal. 

Oil the 3rJ July I nominated three Sub-Inspectors, but only one of 
them commenced his duties during the month, 
Siiii-insp-tiore. juj^int. Tlio Director of 

Public Instruction has sanctioned the nommations which I have hitherto 
nuuie. I am afraid that the aluiuui of the Calcutta Colleges will bo 
but ill-qualilieil to stand the iliscoiufoit.s of Inspecting Schools, in tho 
watery Districts of East IJengal, and that my chief supply must lie from 
Dacca. 

Itab io Jogutcbunder r>.iun<'ijee, the Sub-liispector of the 2 t-Pergun' 
nabs and Dar.Lsi't, was, for many years, the Head Nativi' Teacher ot the 
(ieiieral AsseinbK’.s School, and, in this cap,icily, had the training of tho 
subordinati- Teachers He is ol eouise thoroughly diilleil into the 
Siotch s\,stcm of Edui'atiou, as |iursue(| m lh.it Institution, and which 
f ii the junior classes, is .so thoiough and a<'eiii,ile as to le.ive little to bo 
desired He is, nioreoier, a t.iir Deiig.ili Scholar, and highly le.spected 
b\ his countiy iin-ii For some mouths previous to Ins appomtmeni, 
he dlsehalged thediltles ot Daiogah ol the D.iirai kpore I’eiguilliah, to 
Mr. Fergussoii's entii<' s.ilist.ietioii His jiersoiial strength and powers 
ofelidiiiilig I.Uigile weie tiie.l 111 this e ip.ieily, and not the least mduee- 
iiieiit tor mv .SI leetiiJii H.is his iibiliti to w.ilk twenty oi ihiily niilcH at a 
lime, without lieiiig exh.iiisted 

The SI eolid appoiiilmi lit w.is that of IS.iboo I’evlaliiiai.iin Singh, one 
ol the lust students ol tin' highest class in the Presidem y t'ldlege, and 
absoliitiK the first of all the Colleges m his marks lor lieiigali He is. 
the -on ot a rich /eiuiiidar at lieeibhoom, and Ii.ls been appointed to 
Piibna, but h.is not letjoiiie l his siln.ition J am afr.tid that the laborious 
duties of a Suh-InsiHCtor are not suited to his tempei.iiiienl For Jessoro 
J have noiiim.iti d Kiisue I/iul Sin ir ol the Oiieiif.d Seminary. 

Foi Fiirieeiipoie 1 have seh cti d Moon.sliee A li.ifi.|^ad Khan, of the 
C.ileiitta Mudrissi 'J'his Miis-nlmaii i.s the kjii of tho former labrariaii 
of Fort William ('ollege, and will, from lii.s family connection, have 
intlueiice in that District He .and WarrLs Ah of Hooghly, are tho only 
two .Miivsiilnians who have ever attomptol to [aa-ss the Senior ScholarHliip 
Examiii.atioii, They both accspiitted tlicmwlves well. 

I have selected from ninety-six candidates, Mr Kickitti for the .Siib- 
Ins|x?ctioii of Durritaiil, but have not yet mxuJe tho noruiuatiou. I recoin- 
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mend that the appointment for Zillahs beyond the Megna be filled uf 
with Dacca men. 

In all these nominations I require the Sub-Inspectors to pass an ex¬ 
amination in Tucker’s Notes on Education, and Stowe’s Training System 
or some other e<iuivalent works, lx:forc entering on their duties. All the 
ajipointments have been ruiulo on proljatioa In consequence of these 
circumstances, I have to report only the results ol 

My own inupocti i. inspection, and the information I have 

obtained as to the general state of Education in my District The Bap 
tist and Indcpemlent Mi.s.sionaries liave favored me with some statements 
as to JoRsore, Dacca, and Burrisaul, and have promised more. 

Tho Ijocal Committees have sent in the Reports of the Governmotit 
Anglo-Vcniacular Schools to tho end of April 18.').) to the Director of 
Public Instruction, and these contain the fullest accounts of the large 
Ooveriiment Schools. It will Is- unneccs.sary for me to <letail the infor¬ 
mation therein contiincd, which will come before (iovernment from the 
Director’s Ofli<;c. 

The only Goveniment Anglo-Vernacular School in this District is at 

24-Pprifunimli», Itnr- Barr.ick|)ore, and, lus tho allowance from tho Durbar 
r»rki«)ri-. Fund IS only Rupees 81), while tho regular Zillah 

Schools have from tho Education Fund Rupees 2.')0 per mensem, 
it cannot use to .so high a standard It i.saiery fair sps-cimcn of a 
second cla.Rk Zillah School. Ill which instruction isgneii up to a limit 
one year Is-low tho Junior Scholarship Standard. I have visited this 
School on thieo oce.asions, once in May and twice in June On the first 
(K-casion, I dirocti'd attention to tho neglect of mental Arithmetic and 
ilrawing of Maps ; on tho soeond occasion, that of distribution of Prizes, 
I required increxsi'd care in writing ; and on tho third I considered tho 
best means of enlarging tho ScIhhiI-Iiouso, which is now full to over- 
llowing. 

This Vernacular School is situated to tho North of Barrackpore. On 

my insiiection in May I found it in a miserable 

Honenmporo. . , ' , , . , , . , 

combtion, and recommended certain changes which 

linyo been sanctioueil. Tho Pundit is unjxipular in the ueighbourhooil, 

and had boon negligent of his duties, ns tho filthy state of tho School 

testified. I rocommendotl his removal He has lately been alarmed at 

tho prospect of dismissal, and has shown unwontcil energy and skill 

Ho will, however be removed from MonoramDoro. but mav Dcrhans be 
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triwl on a reduced salary, in some School where ho will be under ri¬ 
gid superintendence. 

This School is situated eleven miles South of Calcutta, and wa.s 
established by Lord Hnrdinge, forming ono out of 
the celebrated 101 Schools, The Locid Com¬ 
mittee have attached an English De]inrtment bi the Oovenmient Ver¬ 
nacular School, and |iay the siilary of tho Teacher from the Schooling- 
fees, but the effect of the addition has not been favorable to tho study 
of Bengali. There are sixty Ixiys in the English, and forty in tho 
Bengali School. 

This School i.s knowm in the iioighlHiiirhotxl hy the name of Uio 
Joyniiggiir .School, being sitilalisl near that jtlaeo of 
jiilgrimage It is sitimti d alxiiit thirty miles South 
of Calcutta, on the C.alciitta and Cnlpee Road. In dry weather tho 
place is aece.ssible , hut m the rainy seaxm the lo.id, or rather the tract, 
inisealleil a road, is imp.assahle The Pimdit of tins Sidiool has had to 
Contend with great (lilliiulties liuiii igiMuaiiee and I'lgoliy of tlie people; 
but, III spite of all opposition, the School iiiimhers sixty hoys, and is in 
an eflicieiit st.ite. It li.us been visiti d only twice in tho bust seven years, 
hy the Colleetur, rl:, onci’ h\ .Mr (irote, and once hy Mr. Ihiyley. 

llie above .Schools art" the onlv (lovernment Iiisliliitioiis in tho 


MunziIjMim. 


Uuvuipu 'lah - witli tin* wf tln' iJoanlinj^- 

school for the M)s(jre Piiiices at litissapiiglah, 
which is ois ii ,-us a Day-.sclmol to the jteople of the neighhourhtxid. Tho 
experiment of the Boariling-scliool was ailoptcil at the earnest request of 
the entire family of the Mysore Pnnees The ohl Diiy-srhtxil for the 
Prince,s was re-constnicted. The largest palace at IliiKsapnglali was inaile 
over for the use of the School the iiistriictive staff nicreased, anil every 
appliance for the comfort and lo.oltli of the joiing i’liiices liberally 
grantctl The completeness of the arrangnmeiits reflects eretlit on Mr. 
Scott, the Master of the J).ay-scliool, and he was nominated to the Head 
MasU rsliip of the Boarding-.school, but private ami pphlie circiimstancw 
combining to lessen his influence with the Princes, he was removed to 
Dacca College, and Mr. Conroy, fro n Moorslicdal<a<l appointed lu his 
place. The Siipenutendciit of the Mysore Princes, Major Herbert, has 
been bdefatigable in hts exertions for the good of the School, and, if the 
new Head Master bnngs the feelings of a father ami guardian to bear on 
hU work among these neglected boys fl'cy niay be reformed, otherwise 
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aaa mfm, tal apiattera are, I now h(^ proceeding satisfectorily. ' ’ 
me pdvate Scbooli in the neighhonrhood of Calcutta are numewii 
and iome of them in a yeiy efficient state I haw eveir where been 
^ired with the gieateet kindnees, and requested to repeat my inspec¬ 
tion M^uentiy as postible, eyen in Schools whose managers do^t 
intend prewnt to apply for aid. 

Theproyi«onal Buies for Grants in aid, as sanctioned by the Govern. 
went of India, wdre received in my Office on the fist July. Between 
that date and the end of the month, there was not sufficLt time to 

telWi n^andtheappUoants were requested to modify their proposals 
to bring tiiem witiiin the limit assigned by the Ralea The apnli- 

besides visiting and inspecting Government Schools I 

pwte at Paikpanah (twice), Behala, SvL, 

HUmh^ B^un, Boroo; Thakurpukur. ’ 

n ^ 1 ™t«l several Schools and conducted the Teacheishin 

KOtou^on m the Presidency College. During the months of Slay and 

“ Physical Geography and Smey- 
il«Jdm aO the Colleges la Bengal occupied me some hours daflv 
^ progress of Education in Bwaset k most encouraging The 
&^tsh and ?emacular School k in a ve^tLtory 
ibe Local Commrttea ThrLiooI k ^ 
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aboTO sdoob would aa^oy ^ of iu»iub^4^; 

Suffldeht time hM not yet to nda^ cl tilii 
bang attMwd; but & rteady increase <rf free scholara ooouw yeB%» 
Th^wai Boon bain the School nineiy-four boys, whciy or peraSitty 
exempted from the i»yment ^ fees, m f*— 

Boys nominated by tiie Female School C)ommittee,>«,^><,> SO 
by the Day-school Committee ...1........ 10 

by the Dhunna Sobha, seeseeec*■«*■>»*»4«e* It 
by die Local CommittM on BunuUnu^ It 


The Boarding-school at Baraset » unexceptionable in point nett*' 

ness and order, but the rapport fpren » friaA®' 
Boiniing-ecbooL extensim ffie 

boardera has been the maximum daring die past year. The baitoig 
very convraient for students; andsevaal boys lod^ th«e who^boird 
with their friends in the town. The fee t<a boarders, is two rupees 
monthly, and for lodgers only four imnas. 

The Agricultaral Class is not so numereusly ^tended iw so en^p- 
tically carried on as fommrly. The respectable' 
*•’*“*”* castes of Hindoos consider nmnual kbonr. disrepo- 

taUe, and nothing but the genuine enthuriasm of the Mastacai cotoqi^ 
the pasaive resistanoe of the boya I r^ftet to say that .w<@k m 
garden b not a pc^olar occapadmi amor^ the studenta If a know^^ 
of Agriculture and Botoiy were made to * pay" in the marts &r JwM 
the case might be diffiarent A fien|^ bid ^ 

thertsF aaaiyr die n^t fi» a Srtrtstahii^ and asb»|g as dm 
devoted to Idtandnre and Hathepiies tend dire^ ton pemi^M 
iwward, wbfle thrao g^vai to Botany do idt* tiieie ts no dboM 

ti« 4i» Ip be dioaen ^ W w^ as aew, pefflff^ 



( ) 


wliilt; they arc coiistaiiUy at a distance frour all medical aid. 
'I'liey must also f'rcuuenlly have eases of sudden illness brought 
to their notice, where timely aid from the Medicine Chest 
would ho the means of saving life. 

dh Tlie ostahlishmout of Book Agencies and Shops at 
Towns in tlie interior of Districts other 

ilook Agt noicrt. oil (-i 

than the Suddor Statioris (where the 
School Book Society already has Agencies) proceeds, though 
slowly Thiee have been established dining the Quarter,—two 
111 Midiiapoor and one in Rajshyo. From these Agencies, 
and those pieviously established, eighteen Indents were ic- 
coived dining the Quartoj for 4,399 Volumes, nearly all of 
which wcie, of com so, merely School Books 10!) Volumes 
more were indented for on account of Piizes t<) aided Verna- 
culai Schools. 


4a. fa Novcnilier I addressed the School Book Society, 
asking tliem to help mo in piomoting, tluough the means of 
these Agencies, the sale of Vernacular Woiksin General Litor.i- 
tiiieof a useful and healthy ehaiacter among adult readers. 
I he lieveieud Mr. Long having, at my reipiest, furmslied me 
with a list of such Woiks, I rcipiested the Society to direct 
their Secietary to malm arrangements with the Puhlislier.s 
and Proprietors of those Woiks, with a view to their heiii<> 
supjilicd both to their own Agents and to the Mofus,sil Agents 
appomted under the Deputy Inspectors. 


40 This will piobably be acceded to by the Society; but 

I iimst say that the great object of 
Calcutta School Hook i • ,i n-. *' 

Society. the lowns and Villages of 

Bengal with cheap Books, is not likely 

Society, unless it makes a 

in its present machuiery. If the Sgnety could 


radical change 

O 
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not supply a few Zillah Scliools with Books without enormous 
delays and at unreasonable expense, it is not likely that they 
will be able to undertake such a Work as I have now indicated 
I am only stating what I believe to be the opinion of the 
IVIembors themselves, and I hope they will take the lemedy 
into their own hands. 


47 . The Public Libraries have not all sent mo their Statis 
tical Returns for the' Quarter; Imt tlie 
following IS an Abstiact of sucii as 

I have received : — 


Public Lilir.iries. 


! 

1 

1 1 

No of Prr'ioiis 
iihini; Libi.iiy. 1 

Ainomit 

of 

Slll)sl•nption^ i 

1 

No of Books 
l)OUOWi’(l. 

Mooislu'il.ibad . 

30 

i 

ibi !)t 0 0 

170 

Bill'd wan 

125 

„ 30 10 0 

28!) 

Miiln.ipoor’l 

110 

„ 101 8 0 

2!)7 

Nattoiii . . 

i 40 

_i 

37 8 0 

•273 


Forty liupeos wortli of Vernacular Books have‘been sup¬ 
plied, at the expense of Government, to tlic Public Libiaiies 
at Bancoorah, Nattore, and Soory. 

48 Understanding that Baboo Shamachurn Sircar (Siii nia) 
was about to publish a new edition of 
Litciutnrc. valuable Bengali Grammar, I uigcd 

upon him the desirability of reducing its pnee, as I found it 
difficult to insist upon its intioduction into the aided V'erna- 
ciilar Schools, while the price remained so high, lie intoinis 


* Fw .1 II 1 CV 1 UU.S ipi,liter 
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me that the greater part of the last impresyon remains imsohl; 
hut that lie is willing to reduce the price at present to 10 
annas, and when another edition appears, to a lower price. I 
should be glad to see the unsold copies purchased by Govern¬ 
ment at cost price, with a view to their being sold at a 
reduced rate to the Village Schools, 


49, 


Tlio 

(kiclk. 


Education 


The circulation of the Education Gazette continues 
steadily to increase. On the 111st Janu¬ 
ary, the circulation in the Mofussil was 
370* and in Calcutta 107,—altogether 
477,—which, I believe exceeds, that of any other Veniacular 
^Newspaper in Bengal, The Editor receives every week a 
large number of communications, many of them valuable and 
interesting, and I have been eveiywhere assured that tin 
paper is as popular as it is useful, 

50. Duiing the Quarter, the Department has received va¬ 
luable aid fiom Mr. Cockburn, the Commissioner of Cuttack; 
Mr. Wigram, Magistrate and Collector of Bcerbhoom; Mr. 
Chapman, Magistrate of Rajshye; and from Mr. Cockerell 
Magistiate of liooghly. 

I have the honor to be, 

Sib, 

Your most obedient Servant, 

HODGSON PRATT, 
Inspector of Schools, South Eergal. 


• The l,ng 0 fct ciicnlatiuu i., i,, the Ilntact,? of Mooishcdabad, Miduatw, 
Bill avail, lluotady, iM’crguwi.iLs, Dacca, and Nuddea. ^ 
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No. 612 . 


To 


The inspector of SCHOOLS, 

East Bengal. 


The director of PUBLIC INSTRUCTION. 

Dated Fmi William, May 1857. 
Sir, 

I HAVE tlio honor, in accordance witli tlic instruction.s 
contained in your Circular, No. 97(], dated 12tb May IS'iO, to 
forward my Report for the Quarter ending 31st January 18.)7. 

2. During the first half of the Quarter under report, I was 
.sutforing under a violent attack of illne.ss, arrsing from una¬ 
voidable exposure to the sun and ram, while inspecting Schools 
in the Southern parts of the 21'-Porgunnahs. Mr. Pratt took 
charge of the Office in my absence. The remaining six weeks 
of the Quarter were occupied in the inspection of Schools at 
Akyab and Kyouk Phyoo. Owing to the utter absence of all 
conveyance by land, and the irregularity of that by sea, this 
tour occupied a much longer time than was necess.ary. As the 
mail is carried along the new road from Chittagong to Arra- 
can, I thought it possible that a dawk also might be laid; but 
on applying for that purpose to the Post Office Authorities at 
Akyab, I found land travelling to be an impossibility. It is 
only with great difficulty that runners for the malls can be 
maintained. No inhabitant of Akyab had ever heard of a 
land journey to Chittagong, except by the Engineer Officers, 
who have elephants and other means of conveyance not avail¬ 
able for ordinary travellers. 
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Church Missionary Society, has a valuable Englihli School at Bhaugul- 
poro, with 150 Iwys upon its registers. Oridhari Lai, a Vakeel of the 
Judge’s Court, has also an Elementary School, in which English i.s 
taught, with an attendance of some fifty boys; and the merchants and 
zemindars of Durhunga, in Tirhoot, support an English School establish¬ 
ed at the instigation of tlie late Collector, Mr. G L. Martin, where sixty or 
seventy boys may lie taught. On tho whole, then, we may reckon that 
Total of En)(lii.li In- “'"'ut 1,350 boys are now studying tho English 
niructlon In iiic Provinco. language in the Province of Bcliar. I tiu.st that 
private cnteiprizo ma} soon enter the field to an e.xtont more commen¬ 
surate with the demands of the country. 

4. Although tho number now studying our language and litcratii'ro 
Caiiwn of the pros- yct, a vory small proportion of the boys who, 

pority of KngliHh Schools reasonably hope, will eventually do so, 

still, tho rapid advancement of tho last few years de.servps a few words of 
explanation, though I am not sure that I can satisfactordy account for 
tho whole of the results obtained. Tho gieater pait of tho impetus 
given i.s, no doubt, duo to the imprc.s.sion that has got abroad that all 
l>rcfermeiit under Government will bo distiibnted in future only te 
those knowing Engli.sh, and thi.s impetus has been gnsitly .strengthened 
by the largo demainl which has aiisen for lads acipiamtod with Engli.sh 
on tho Ilailroad, tho Gya road.i^'c. Homething may peih.aps Ix' attiibnted 
to an increa.s('il dosire for knowhslge aiismg from tho appreciation of 
what has been already attained : wlulo I also tbinkwemav recognize .some 
faint glimmerings of tbo acknowledgment of .a piincLple, which I trust, 
will, ere long, bo fully e.stabbshed, that the education of a Native gen¬ 
tleman i.s not comploto without the knowhslgo of the English lan¬ 
guage. Etill, as yet, the tlesiro for English can scarcely be said to lie 
siwntaneous; and much of the succe.ss attaineil wouhl not ha\o been 
reached but for the e.xertions of tho local Otficers and of tho Masters 
themselvos. 


5. Tho short ixs-iod during which many of the Schools have been in 


Ocncral charncter of o.xistenco Will prepare you to hear that thcEduca- 

KducatiuD Miun, i.* • • .1 . , . 

tion givon in them is, as yet, of an elementary 
character. Even in those which have been longer established, the stand¬ 
ard attained is, for reasons to which I shall presently allude, not very 


My tour ami impre$> 
810U». 


high. My tour of ins|)ection was mode in the 
month of March, and you arc already in possession, 
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somewhat in detail, of my impressions. I was generally well pleased with 
the industry and attention of the Masters, most of whom seemed aile- 
quately interested in the great cause in which they arc engaged. Mr. 

Twentyman, Head Master at Patna, is neculiarly 

Tho Masters. 

disUnguished in this respect. He and Mr. Plate 
at Chupra are both very valuable men in the Department, full of zeal 
and energy. Mr. Godfrey, at Arrah, and Mr. Hanvey, at tho Branch 
School at Patna, are also very popular among all classes and do their 
(jya duty well. •Pundit Bal Makund and fBaboo 

Bimugulporc. Oura Cliurn Mittor are both deserving of tho 
greatest credit for the flourishing condition of their Schools, in each case 
diu\ not a little, to their own personal cxeitioii and popularity. At tho 
same time, I must endorse an opinion which I found to be entertained 
generally at both places both liy tho European and Native coniinuuitie.s, 
that such Institutions .should be su])erintemled by Knghshinen. It would 
be in the highest degree unjust to take auy step adverse to tho interests 
of cither of these meritorious Officers, but the means may proliably be 
found of etfecting the rcipiisito improvement without doing so. The 
only Officer whom I found to be deserving of censure was tho Heiul 
Master of the Purneali School, who upiieared very ignorant both of tho 
condition of his School ami of the duties of his situation. 

6. I cannot speak so favorably of tlie system followed at our Schools, 
nor of tho practical lesults it is likely to insure, 

oriulirucuon'"^ *^^***^'" ^ Agents WO are 

emiiloymg. The fact is that the curriculum 
followed in our Zillali Schools appears to me to have been inteiided, 
originally, as the first part of a general course of study for tho acquisi¬ 
tion of English Literature. It is not my wish to cxpn ss any opinion us 
to how far that course, considered as a whole, is adajited lor that object, 
but I am convinced that the course of instruction at our /illah Schools, 
if looked upon as complete in itself and unconnected with any subse¬ 
quent aim, is, in a high degree, defective. That it ought to lie so looked 
upon and adopted is evident from the fact that the gn at majority of 
our Ixiys never think of following up their Education even up to tho 
standard of the Junior Scholarship, while in Behar, all without excep¬ 
tion leave School upon obtaining that standard. I liave been told that 
the present system is well adapteil to tho acipnsition of the English lan¬ 
guage, and that it would be hopeless during the few jears during which 
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a Iwy attends a Zillah School to attempt to give him much general Edu¬ 
cation in addition to teaching him a new and difEcult language. I say 
that, if this be true, our English Education must rapidly fall into con¬ 
tempt, and will do little more good than the old faulty system of the 
Moulavies and Pundit.s. In fact we shall be perpetuating the fundamen¬ 
tal error of their systems, that of confounding language, a mere 
vehicle, with knowledge of which it should be the servant. To teach 
a boy English is, I conceive, to teach him nothing useful, unless 
at the same time you lay open to him the stores of which English 
is the key. 

7. But from the principle asserted in the objection referred to in the 

last paragraph I entirely dissent I think that 
Remedies proposed. . , . , ... » , . 

we might combine the acquisition of a great deal 

more useful knowledge than is now made in our Schools with at least 
08 successful a philological result The success of the system followed 
at many Missionary Institutions proves this. I would therefore pro¬ 
pose the final rejection of such obsolete works as Goldsmith’s Essays 
and Traveller, with a great many others which it might bo overbold to 
specify. Let us, too, boldly escape from the pedantic Engli.sh custom, more 
than ever absurd in this country, of teaching a child the histories of 
people and communities long since obliterated before he knows any 
thing of his own country and times. I confess it has stnick me 
08 ludicrous to find siiiidl Hindoo boys puzzling over the half my¬ 
thical Histories of Cadmus and Coriolamus, of Dunstan or Boadicea, be¬ 
fore he huB ever heard of Akbar and Aunmgzebe, of Clive or of Warren 
Hastings. 

8. But, however well laid out may bo the studies ujl to the Jimior 

Scholarship, wo must coufe.ss that if wo can 
(br*j'uulolr SchoUrT'"™* l>crsuade 110 boys to pursue their studies further, 
wo have done but a small modicum of good. 
Owing to the great distance of the Colleges to which the Behar Schools 
are affiliated, no Behar boys have hitherto attempted more than the 
Junior Scholarship Standard. I have now proposed that Patna should 
bo at opco raised to the rank of a Collegiate School, pending the 
establishment of a College which will ere long bo a necessity. You 
liavo assented to the priuciplo of my proposal, and I trust in my 
no.xt Reiiort to be able to refer to the accomplishment of this great 
improvement. 
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9 . The Zillah Schools were placed under my charge subsequently 
to my general tour, and I have consequently ef- 
Alterations introduced fected but few general improvements. A better 
arrangement of the working hours in some cases, 
and the introduction of some practical studies, comprises all the alter¬ 
ation that I have effected. I do not think that many minor reforms 


will be necessary. 

10. It will not escape the notice of Government, that the caiise of 
English Education in Behar is in a peculiar con- 
Oenerai remarks upon dition. After ages of darkness and indifference 
cation'!n'’Beiw!**'Meau8 the tide lias tunied, and no doubt we have a grand 
forjUs further advance- ^pp^^j^^ity in our hands. I think that any one 

knowing the condition of Behar, where supersti¬ 


tion and bigotry and ignorance contend for the pre-eminence, mast re¬ 
cognize the special and peculiar necessity of doing all in our power to 
take advantage of such a favorable occasion. Tlio importance, politi¬ 
cally and philantliropically speaking, of introducing sound European 
knowledge into the Province can scarcely be over-rated, and, I believe, 
a little fostering liberality might do much towards effecting this. I can 
scarcely believe then that it can bo seriously intended, just at this 
juncture, to reduce the assignments to the important Schools at Bhau- 
gulpore and Patna, as has been intimated to the Local CommitUies at 
those places. Such a course, especially at Patna, would be niinativo. 
Rather let us give the favorable movement fresh impulse by every 
means in our power, by appointing the most efficient Masters wft can 
procure, by improving our system to the uttermost, and by reducing 


the fee for beginners. 


11 . It appears to mo tliat the principle of fees is not defensible up¬ 
on financial grounds. If the exaction of a foe 
Fees—their true prin- operate, to any extent, to prevent boys from at- 
tending the School, it is not to the money receiv¬ 
ed torn those who do atUnd that we must look for an'equivalent to out- 
balan(» the loss to the Sute of the check given to the spread of European 
knowledge among the ri.sing generatiom Such an equivalent may be found 
in the increased attention and more regular attendance that may be 
looked for, from those who pay for their schwling. But the fee should 
be no larger than what is sufficient to secure these objects without tend¬ 
ing to decrease the attendance ; and I think that eight annas should be 
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the largest fee exacted for boys under ten years old who are studying the 
mere rudiments of knowledga 

Popular Education. 

iS. But, however great the importance that I attach to the spread 
Popular Education, 0^ English Education, I must carefully explain that 
our groat mUaiou. j JqqJj upon jt only as the accessary of our far more 
important and more difficult mission, viz., the introduction of a system 
of Vernacular Education for the masses. The attempt to do so in a new 
era in the History of our occupation of this great country, and, I now pro¬ 
pose to detail, with some care, the operations which have been commenced 
for this purpose in Behar. 

13. It is unnecessary here to dwell upon the prevalent ignorance of 

Ignorance of the mas.- our population, an ignorance gross 

“■ and so firmly established by long custom, that 

tyrant so doubly tyrannous in India, that even the more enlightened 
among the higher classes can scarcely be persuaded that it would be 
right or necessary to remove it even were it at once leasable, while the 
lower classes themselves are quite content to acquiesce in the theory that 
Education is of no use to them. 

14. These feelings acquire a deepened hue in Behar. We have to 
Feeling, of the people Contend against the most profound indifference on 

In BehM on Educetiun. jjjg thoso whom we desire to benefit, 

varied occasionally to active resistance through the agency of supersti¬ 
tion and suspicion, or the instigation of the influential cla.ssea, who have 
not only a religious antipathy to assisting us in such an enterprise, but 
anticipate, shrewdly enough, that the spread of knowledge might make 
their inferiors more inde[)en(lent of them, and consequently less valu¬ 
able chattels. Indeed all claasos seem to combine in rejecting all know¬ 
ledge as something, they know not what, profane and dangerous. The 
most absurd objections find a voice : I have been seriously told by a well- 
educatod man, that to make the attempt to spread Education generally 
was an unjustifiable invasion of the vested rights of the Moulavies and 
Pundits, while the Moulavies and Pundits, on their part, affect the 
greatest contempt for a knowledge of which they are profoundly igno¬ 
rant, and, being the immemorial authorities on these subjects among the 
people, contrive to spread pretty generally their own prejudices against 
a system which they guess would rapidly oust them with th?ir anti¬ 
quated and pretentious ignorance. 
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15. People have gradually forced themselves to acknowledge the 

English Schools as a necessity ; not that they 
Hog English Edncation have, at present, any value for our learning, but 
notirithstanding. consider the acquisition of our langut^ as 

necessary for the advancement of their children in this life, and there¬ 
fore overcome their suspicions as to what may be the effect of this mode 
of Education upon their prospects in the next For the study of this 
hated knowledge in the Vernacular, there is no such inducement; on 
the contrary, they consider the study of the Vernacular as dishonor¬ 
able, and in no case to be pursued further than is necessary for their 

other general difflcnl- business. If it be remembered that, with 

ties in our way. g^jj tJjgge difficulties from without, we have to 

work with agents themselves strongly suspicious of our motions and 
altogether incapable of entering into or appreciating our plans, and that 
we propose to ourselves no less an aim than to induce the people at 
their own charge and expense, to take measures for the acquisition of this 
knowledge, some idea of the difficulty of the enterprize upon wliicb wo 
are embarked may bo gathered. 

16. You will perhaps think this an overdrawn picture. I do not 

beUeve it to be so. It is certainly anything but 

Recwns for going into gg agreeable one. But if we hope to euro a 
the»e deUiU. ® 

wound or beat a disease, wo must probe to the 

bottoih and disclose every symptom, however loathsome, otherwise 

what chance is there of otir applying the right remedy f Hopeless as 

is the state of things which I have describetl at the first glance, I still 

do not despair. Magna est veritaf et jirevaMnt. 

Knowledge is mnfc than a match for ignorance 

suspicion and liatred combined, and will, in time, become a necessity 

even in Bebar. We may not at present see our way very clearly. You 

Sir and I may work on without discernible results, but success will 

come at last, and I have strong faith that our country is the destined 

agent for its accomplishment 

17. In addition to such obstacles as are peculiar to no special period, 

8 p«cw «cid«.ui Ob- ^ you that in judging of the 

•luln of u» period now results of our first quarter’s operations, due weight 
reported OD. should bc given to the special accidents which 

have mfttated against us during that period; the principal of these 
was the design of depriving the jail prisoners of thejr lotahs This is 


sun do not deipair. 
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((till universally believed to be the opening act of a general scheme of 
which the Educational System is supposed to be a part for the forcible 
conversion of the Natives to Christianity. "We understand” is the 
significant answer frequently given to my subordinates, “ Udhar Ma- 
fjistnUe Sahib khUdte khUdte, our idkar turn log paa-hate pcvrhMe!!’’ 
The fact is, the presentiment is strong and by no means transitory 
that Government will not only attempt to make its subjects Chris¬ 
tians but will succeed in doing so. The conviction is shared in 
alike by all classes and all sects, and I do not think it is in the power 
of Government to remove it. This uneasy feeling is ready to display 
itself on the most trivial occasions; and the circulation lately of a con¬ 
troversial appeal to the influential Mahomedans throughout the country 
by some person in Calcutta, was, at once, attributed to Government, and 
has exciUsd universal alarm among both Hindus and Mahomedans, 
lulding nurtcrially to the difficulties which beset our plans. We must, 
always have expected that the intention of Government would be at 
first misjudged and connected with proselytizing purposes. It is incom¬ 
prehensible to tho native mind that any such scheme coaM be under¬ 
taken from mere disinterested and philantlirophic motives, but tho 

fortuitous occurrences above referred to have 
SonlhaU. . . , . . 

given a peculiarly active shape to their rehgious 

suspicion.s. Added to all thus, wo have had tho Sonthal disturbances, 
which liavh so unsettled the two districts of Bliaugulpore and Monghyr 
as completely to stop my operations there, so that, it must be confessed, 
we have nu't peculiar difficulties in tho introduction of our system into 
tlio Behar Provinces. 


18. It was on tlio 17th April, that final instructions reached me to 
Commencemeat of m, «oraraoiico operations. The sum of Company’s 
opormiioui). Rupees 1,250 jx;r month, was then placed at my 

disposal for the entertainment of the reiiuisite staff of subordinate 
agents, and it was eventually settled that six Sub-Inspectors of the first 
grade should be appointed to assist me on salaries of Company’s Rupees 
100 per month each, and twenty of the second grade with allowance of 
Company’s Rupees 30 each, to be rabed for good services to Company’s 
Rupees 35. The lurrangeinont of the details of the measures to bo 
adopteil, was left very much to me ; tlie instructions contained in the 
Despatch of the Hon'ble Court, paragraphs 89 and 93 beingi|>ointed 
out for niy guidance. 
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19, In that Despatch the system adopted in the N. W. Provinces 

Rejection of my pro- ^0^ all similar efforts 

r ai of mtrodttcmg the in other parts of the country. It is due to mv- 

W. Scheme. , j t, ^ ^ 

self to record here that my proposition to intro¬ 
duce at once into Behar a system of Educational Officers upon the Mm o 
Limitationofmy oper- scale as was done in those Provinces was rejected 
*“““• as premature and too expensive. Instead of Com¬ 

pany’s Rupees 2,300 per mensem, which was the lowest sura that 

SarHn.Shahaba,i,p«t- sufficient upon that scale, an 

no, Behar, Monghyr, allowance of Company’s Rupees 1,250 monthiv 

and Bhaugulpore. . ■' 

only was assigned to my Division ; and although 
I was at the same time authorized for the present to confine my oper¬ 
ations to the six Zillahs mentioned m the margin abandoning the im¬ 
portant Districts of Tirhoot, Purncah and Chumparun, yet, even iii this 
more limited circumference, my measures have been somewhat cramped 
for want of means. 

20. While waiting for my instnictions, I had, as alrca<ly stated, made 
Selections of Suliordi- a tour to all the Districts in my circuit, the main 
object of which was to select the roiiuisite staff of 
subordinate Officers. Even long before this, I had written privately to 
the Officials at each station, retjuesting them to make it known that 
such appointments would shortly have to lie filled up, and bogging them 
to da their best to procure suitable candidates. The salaries offered were 
ample,but the work is unsmtod to the tastes of the people ; and there is no 
opportunity for those exactions for which Government Officials have such 
a predilection. The duties of the Department, moreover, arc held in tho 
DiflicuUy in obtaining greatest contempt. I myself was urged not to ac- 
candidstes. appointment so utterly unsuited to a 

“ Hakim.” Whether from these causes or from tho general prcvalcnoo 
of suspicion I cannot say, but it is certain that I hiul tho greatest diffi¬ 
culty in procuring candidates for the appointments esjxicially for the 
higher offices. Indeed, to this day,* oil are not 

* One or two of iho , , , „ , •, . , 

lower gnuio eppoint- filled up. 1 was fully awaro of tho importance of 

menu nre rac-int. Securing the services of Natives of the Province, 

especially for the higher appointments, but eventually I have succeeded in 

procuring only one Behaii Of the five other Sub-Inspectors, four are 

Nativeasof the N. W. Provinces and one is a Behar Bengali Tlie 

superior efficiency of the one Native of Behar whom I have appointed 
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shows how important it would have been to have nominated such gene¬ 
rally : but they were not to be procured. One other man at Arrah agreed 
to take the appointment, but resigned it again the next day. His neigh' 
hours made it too hot for him. My early attempts to procure Masters for 
the Government Model Schools were still more completely unsuccessful 
Indeed almost the only candidate I met with was a prisoner in the Jail 
at Motchari who petitioned to the effect that he would be veiy happy to 
take service under me when his term of imprisonment was over ! 

21. The peculiar feature of the operations which we have now com- 
Ocncral outline of our menced in Behar, is the principle so forcibly 

insisted upon by Mr. Adams, in his admirable 
Report of 1838, as the only hopeful basis of any natural scheme of Ver. 
nacular Education for India, viz., the recognition of the Indigenous 
Teachers, to whom the people have always been accustomed, as the 
foundation of all our system. Our first object is to improve these, and 
to induce the people more regularly to employ them. By so doing, 
wo hope to disarm suspicion, and conciliate the good will of both people 
and Teachers, while we believe that very general good may, if we are suc¬ 
cessful, bo rapidly effected The more direct plan of establishing Schools 
supported by Government has hitherto always failed; the sympathies 
of the jKJopIe are against tliem, and in Behar at least they have never 
been able to keej) up any numbers. Even were it otherwise, it 
would bo too o.xpehsive a system to admit of any thing like a general 
application. As it is, I hitvc abolished, or am abolishing, the two remain¬ 
ing Schools upon the old system in the Monghyr l)i.strict, and intend in 
future, to set on foot such Schools purely as models. A general system 
of visitation to all tlie village Miusters ; the inducement of the inhabitants 
of villages where no Toiu’her is found to appoint one for themselves; the 
establishment of these Model Schools; and the sale of useful Vernacular 
works; such is a brief programme of the work wo propose to ourselves. 
I now proceed to till in some of the details and to describe the opera¬ 
tions of the quarter under each head. 

22. I must premise that eventually it is intended that each zillah 

' should be divided into a certain number of circuits. 

Distribution of the Sab- i. • l i o > t 

iiuiMctan. ^h circuit being occupied by one Sub-Inspector 

of the second grada The size of these circuits it 
is intended so to arrange, as that the Sub-Inspector shall be able to go 
through them once in ^ months, but this arrangement cannot be effect- 



( 31 ) 


ed without experience. Owing to the paucity of OfiSccra at our com¬ 
mand, it was determined that their visits should be confiued, for the pre¬ 
sent, to the actual Teachers, only the more important of the vilifies in 
their circuit containing no Teacher being entered 1 therefore made over 

. , one Thanna to each Officer, with instructions to 

Actual • ... 

limit his operations in that manner. In practice, 

however, my subordinates have found it impossible to fulfil their duties 
satisfactorily while keeping to the letter of this order; and many villages 
have been visited whose importance did not justify it, under the impres¬ 
sion that they might contain Schools. The whole tour of the country 
once completed, it will bo easy to lay down a more definite course for the 
future; but the first tours will no doubt occupy a much longer period 
than any subsequent one. 

23. Each Sub-Inspector carries with him n supply of books for sale to 


Duticn of the 
Inspector as to the Vil¬ 
lage ToHchers. System to 
l>e adopted for their nn- 
pfovemeut. 


all who desire to purchase. He also lends books 
to all Teachers who maybe willing to undertake to 
teach them to their boys; and wo propose to esta¬ 
blish a general system under which the pupils of 


all those who do so teach our books will bo examined once in six montha 
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A pecuniary reward of 
four annas will then bo 
given to the Teachers 
for each Iwy'passing a 
successful examination, 
besides prises of .books 
to the boys themselves 
It is hoped that, when 
confidence is once 
tablishcd in the stabi¬ 
lity of the intentions of 


Government, these inducements will prove sufficient to attract both 


Teachers and pupils, but this will probably rc()uire more than one six 
months. The marginal table shows the number of Villages and of Teachers 
visited during the quarter in each District and the gross distance travelled. 
24. In judging of this material exposition of the work done, it must 
Work done by Sab- remembered that the full complement of 
Inspector*. Officers have not been employed during the whole 


time, and that locomotion is in a great measure stopped during the month 
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of July. The statistics, being for portions of Districts only, are at pre¬ 
sent nearly valueless; but I must remark that the number of Teachers 
met with in the Districts of Patna and Behar is larger than I had anti¬ 
cipated. The result in this respect already justifies sanguine hopes of 
future usefulness, if we are once able to obtain the co-operation of this 
class. It would be premature to express any opinion as to the success or 
failure of our efforts at present I cannot, how- 
®°*''***’ ever, report any very encouraging features About 

200 Iwoks only have been accepted on loan; but the system of rewards 
has only been very lately settled and is not yet promulgated, so that it is 
Reception of Sub-In- hardly possible to judge of its effects. Of the 
•pector by Touchers. Teachers visited, many have certainly looked 
upon the advent of the Sub-Inspector with suspicion and dislike, 
if not with actual terror, especially the Mussulman Teachers. A 
Report was industriously circulated at Chuprah, that it had been 
mode a criminal offence to keep a Teacher at all, and that the 
Educational Officers were appointed to report all transgressors. The 
head Sub-Inspector was actually greeted by a poor Teacher with 
a beseeching prayer that his heinous offence might be overlooked 
for this once. Insult and abuse, too, have occasionally not been 
spared, though generally evasion only has been re-sorted to. One 
Teacher did not.know the low Nagri character. Another only kept a 
School dtlring the rainy weather. A third would do all we pleased 
when the cold weather came, and so on. Many held back from taking 
the loan of our books under a vague fear that some pen.alty might sub¬ 
sequently be demanded of them if their boys were badly taught. I need 
not say that my efforts have been directed, as much as possible, to remove 
such fears. I require no engagements and no contract to be entered 
into by those accepting our books on loan, beyond a,promise that, in the 
event of not producing their boys for examination, they will return the 
volume. Of those that have taken our books, by far the greater number 
are residents of tlvi neighbourhood of the large towns. 

2o.. In the villages where no Schools were found, I think the recep- 

n tion of the Sub-Inspectors has not been, on the 

RcfcpUon of OfUcCTi . , . 

whew tbero wm no whole, unsatisfactory. They were directoil, m 

such cases, to endeavour to induce the people to 
combine, either among themselves, or with the neighbouring villagers, 
for the support of a Teacher j the inhabitants of many villages are re- 
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ported to have expressed their intention of acting upon this advice. Of 
course very few will have carried out the intention they thus signified, 
and it cannot be ascertained, at present, whether any have done so. 
Still more declare their readiness to send their children to any School 
the Government choose to set on foot within reach of their village, paying 
any fee required from them. This is a proposition to which we could not 
generally listen to. The great majority, however, remain for the present 
firm in their ignorance, either at once rejecting all overtures, or pleitding 
some excuse, such as poverty, agricultural occupation, &c. In many cases, 
the ryots refer the Sub-Inspectors to their zemiudara The problem has 
yet to be solved how to induce these latter to see it to be their interest 
to forward the Education of their ryots. Some of them are amongst our 
most strenuous opponents. 

26. There is no doubt that our difficulties have been materially in- 
Difficiilty from ilio ge- creased by the fact that our books are printed 
ntraluscof Kajanli. p)gy Nagari character. I am still clear 

that we were right in sidecting the character, but it will ro([uiro time to 
overcome the obstacles arising from its u.se. The statement constantly 
meets us, “ We don’t want the Dev Nagari. All our accounts, Putwaree's, 
and others are kept in Kaya.sthi.” In the North-Western Provinces, 
this difficulty was overcome witli ease, by making tho Putwarees file 
their accounts in the Dev Nagari. Here these Officers aro entirely dis¬ 
organized and file no accounts at all. I have alreiuiy suggi'sted that 

much might bo done by an order that all docu- 
Proposcil remedy. , i • ir ■ . 

ments in bummary buits, now jirepareil m Ki^asthi 

would in future be reijuircd in tho legible and useful Dev Nagari. It is 

however, so far satisfactory that tho sale of Ixxiks has been tlie most 

successful feature in our quarter’s oprations. 


27. The margii^ table sliows a sale during the quarter of 

books, valued 
at Company’s 
Rupees 
and tho sale 
is at present 
T .0 moBthf steadily in- 
creasing. The 
books sold are 
those prepar- 



r 
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ed in the North-Western Provinces, under the able superintendence of 
Mr. H. S. Reid, and embrace every variety of subject in the Educa¬ 
tional line. The appointment of special Book Agent at all the large 
towns has now been sanctioned, and will be speedily carried into effect. 
These Officers are to be remunerated by a commission of 25 per cent, 
on all sales, to be provided by raising the price of the books commen- 
suratcly. They have hitherto been sold at cost price. The general 
circulation of these valuable works is most important, and must have a 
speedy effect in removing suspicions and prejudices and exciting a desire 
for knowledge. 

28. I regret that I cannot yet report the actual establishment of any 
Model Schools In the commencement of the enterprize, my Sub-Inspec- 

Modcl Schools why tors have been too much occupied with their multi- 
noni! yot establuhod. farious general duties, to be able to devote much 
time to objects requiring such local attention. Several, however, are now 
being set on foot, and by November I hope to report the establishment of 
a considerable number. To keep up their model character, I am careful 

Character wo propoao ^o construct them only on such a basLs and of such 
for them. materials as would he within the reach of the vil¬ 

lagers for whose use we prop)se to sot them on foot I have therefore 
recommended that we should pay the Masters only Company’s Rupees 
6 monthly, appointing, as a general rule, the best Indigenous Teacher 
we can fidd in the neighbourhood of the proposed model. If the School 
contain more than thirty boys, the scale of remuneration will be pro¬ 
gressively raised. ^ 

29. I piopose that, when these Model Schools become efficient, they 

Expedient for Normiil I** made to act as Normal Schools, for 

Schools. deserving of the surrounding Village 

Teachers, who might bo supported during a limit^ attendance there. 
The Masters of the Model Schools will, in their turn, ne educated at the 
Central Anglo-Vernacular Schools. 

30. The only'Other matter which requires attending to, is the estab¬ 
lishment of a Newspaper, which is to be supplied 
with useful articles by various gentlemen. Native 

and European. Mr. Tayler, the Commissioner of the Patna Division, has 
taken this in hand, and arrangements have already been completed with 
the owner of a Press, at Patna. I have applied to the Government foi 
permission to take in copies for my subordinates, and I propose to em¬ 
ploy them as Agents for the circulation of the proposed Journal 


Kewspaper. 
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31. In conclofflon, I must explain my reason for deviating from your 
c«a»e of length of directions in extending this Keport to so great a 
ihu Report. length. Being the first of a series which will form 

a record of the History of our Educational operations, I thought it 
nght to omit nothing that may be of importance to refer to hereafter. 
Many matters, introduced into this Report will be extraneous on subse¬ 
quent occasions, and I have too great an arlmiration for brevity not to bo 
careful to keep within limits, in future narratives. 

I have the honor to be, &c., 

(Signed) B. B, CHAPMAN, 

Inspector of Solmls. 
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No. 496. 

From 

THE DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION, 
To 

W. GREY, Esquire, 

Secretary to the Government of Bengal. 


Nn, —, ilntoil 27lh I'l'ljruary, from II, Trait, Inspector 
of S hooK, South llengal 

No. —, dated 29tli i'ehrunry, from U. B. Cliapman, 
Hm| , Inspector of Schools Beliar 
No 1(IT, dated 28th Kilmmrj, from 11. Woodrow, Esq, 
Inspector of N tiools East Bengal 
No 271 ), dated 2')lh Eeliiuury, from W Robinson, Esq , 
Inspector ot Sehools North-East Bengal 
No 71 , dull'd 28tli Eebrnarv, from Tiindit IssurChun- 
di r Surma, Assist Inspector of lieliools South Buigal. 
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Omversity. 


Dated Fort fViltium, the20tk March, 1856. 
Sir, 

In continuation of my letter No. 2115, tlateJ 28tli of 
December, 1855, I liiive the honor to submit a narrative of proceed¬ 
ings in tlio Education 
Dc]iartment for tim 
quarter ending 31st of 
January last, together 
with the original Re¬ 
ports noted m tlio 
margin. 

Replies having been rcceivcil from tho Governments of Bengiil, 
Madras, Bombay, ami the Nortli-VVcst J’roviiices, 
containing tiic opinions ami suggestions of those Go¬ 
vernments and of the Educational Authorities subonlinato to tliem with 
regard to the Reports of tho University Sub-Commitices, tho.se replies 
wore printed and circulated to tho Members of the General Committee; 
and a Meeting of tliat body to consnler the opinions-ami suggestions 
tlius offered lias been fixed for the 25tli instant. It is probable that 
measures will now be taken for comideting tlie L’niver.sity Scheme at an 
early date. 

3. Ill regard to tho Colleges, there is little in connection with tho 
quarter under review which calls I'or special notice. 
The senices of Mr. Theobald, one of the Professors of 
Law ill the Presidency Gdlcge, were disficnsed with in December last, 
and Balm Stimboo Nath Pundit, Junior Government Pleader in tho 
Sudder Court, was appointed in his place. Mr. Uochfort, the \encrablo 

b 


Collrges 
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Principal of the KishnagUur College, retired during the quarter on the 
pension he had so justly earned, and was succeeded by Mr. E. 
I/)dge, 

4. The question of a new building for the Presidency College (to 
include also the Medical College) occupied attention during the quarter. 
The designs prepared by Colonel (Joodwyn, provide the most ample 
accommodation for both these Institutions, but the cost, as estimated, 
appears to be enormous. The estimates it is understood amount to 
upwards of 20 lacs of rupees for the building, and to 5 or 6 lacs for a 
site, in all upwards of a quarter of a million sterling. As I have lately 
reported to Government, 1 cannot but think so vast an expenditure to be 
more than the circumstances and necessities of the case call for. It is 
certain that all that is really required for the Medical Department can be 
provided, and much more si)oe(lily and surely provided, independently of 
the General Department, atid at an expense of from one to three lacs of 
rupees, according to circumstances; while it is very doubtful whether 
some years hence the General Department of the College will be required 

at all. 1 ( the University Scheme succeeds, as there is reason to hope it 

will, and d' the private (a)llegiate Institutions in .and about Calcutta take 
steps, with or without Government aid, for bringing uj) every year a sup- 
j)ly of candidates for Degrees in Arts, the main object of a “ Presidency 
Collego” wdl lie ell'eetually .answered, and it is dillicult to see what object 
will be gamed by maintaining a large Government College to compete 
with and discourage private enterprise. 

.'). The Zillah Sidiuols generally are in a progressive and tolerably 
, . „ . . satid'actory condilion, but there is yet much to be done 

Zulah Schools. i ,* » 

heloiv tlu'v are injulc elfcctivc iis thev oiiirlit to bo. 
On the subject of the defects m this part of our system, I would direct 
nltcution to some remarks ui the latter part of Mr. Pratt’s Rc|)oif, which. 


though UI some respects a little over-severe, are on the whole sound ami 
judicious. ’Steps have been taken for remedying tlio anomalous and 


iiiisati-.tactory system uiulcr 
which the examinalions tor 
lunior scholarships have of 
late years been conducted, 
and wliicli is referred to by 
Mr. Pratt in the words 
quoted 111 the margiii. * Sets of questions for Junior Scholarship caiiJi- 


* Tho IrtlhMir of i oudmiinf; such oxaininitums. ih 
out* for tlu» l.imtl C'oimmUot^ 

llH^o no snfhoM'Ul limo, nml lor '\Uu ]i iVw juo quah- 
fioil IbNt'r) tlnnk-* »t nptossau to 

oil n cprtJiin numbor of iftinlniiilo's to tin* (\i|U>jt,v jjq 
}\inior s« lioltiis fiu’li \our, wliothoi u nllv tjutilttiv^vl or 
not, iiui) >t‘U thus loxo nil mptin-. ««l inUint; lln> 
oom|tarrtt»\»'»tht lonvy vtf tho sovonil /iU»h « liooK , 
tIu'U' boin},( no luufonn stuiuliird t(» ti \ th* in )>} 



♦ This Committee consists of tlie following gentle- dates have been prepared 

“’o.pmm D, L. Richardson. Committee* appoint- 

Rc\d J. Multas. ed to conduct the examiiia- 

Revd. K. M. Banerjee. . „ _ . 

J Siitciiffc, Esq, B. A . tions for Senior Scliolarsliipa 

It. Woodrow, Esq., M. A. , rill i 

The Director of Public Instruction bcin^ Ex-Offi- vOlICgO honors, and 

e,o President of the Committee. tliose will be circulated to 

all Schools sending up candidates. The replies ,.will be examined and 
valued by a central bod}', and according to a uniform system. I fear 
that the result of an examination tints conducted will be to show that 
the number of boys who really attain at our Zillah Schools t6 the 
Junior Scholarship standard, is small compared with what, under the 
old system, it has appeared to be., 

(i Another defect referred to by Mr. Pratt is the want of a uniform 
and well-chosen course of instruction for the lower ela.sscs of Zillah 
Schools. Tho standard for entrance into the University will be that 
which wc must, adopt as the limit to bo roaelied in a Zillah School. This 
standard, so far as it is yet deterniined, correspoiid.-i very nearly with 
our “ Junior Scliolar.ship Standard’’. When it i.s finally dckTiiiincd, I 
propose, with the aid of some of the oificers of the Department must 
competent for such a task, to devise a uniform and properly gnuluati d 
course for all the chissos of our Anglo-W'riiaciilar Schools. 

7. It li.is been proposed to raise tlic .Staiid.inl of Kdiicalion at .sonio 
of the Zillah Schools. Generally those (iroposals a|ipoar to me to he 
soino\vh.at,prcinature, hut at P.itna there are siieei.il reasons,ri'iideiiiig 
such a course dcsiuable. Boys who gain Seholar-ihips at the lieliar 
Schools will not come down to the Colleges in Lower Bengal, to go on 
with their education, and there is no College in (lie Beh.ir IVoviiiee, 
to which they can jii'oeecd for this pnipose. 1 he St hool at I’atiia has 
tlicrcloro been constituted a High School or y«(iii-(/olh'ge, at which 
Junior Seliolarsliiiis may he held for two years, an<l tlio hoMers hroiight 
on to tho Senior Seholaiship Slandar.l. Mr. Twent} man, the Ilea.l 
Master, is one of the best ollieers ill the Dei.aitment, and there is little 
doubt of Ins .ability to carry out this plan projierly. The only doubt is 
as to the extent to which the opportunity of ohiaining a College Educa¬ 
tion will be made use of by the jiupils of the Behar Schools. 

8. I noticed in my last Beport the orders of Government for raising 

the Gowliatee .and Scehsagor Schools to the rank of Zillah Schools. Mr. 
Robinson reports that tlie measure is being satisfactorily carried out in 
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tlio former of these places, and tliat the number of pupils at the Gowha- 
tee School, has doubled within the last two months. Similar measures 
are now about to be adopted at Seebsagor. 

9. Much of the success of our Zillah SchooLs, and indeed of all our 

Co-operation rf "'casures, depends upon the e.'itent to which those in 
Local Officers. authority interest themselves in the cause of education; 
and I am most an-^ious therefore that public officers and persons 
(tf influence should rightly understand the duties and responsibility 
that (hivolvo upon them in this respect. Some men there are, like 
Colonel Francis .Jenkins, Mr. Henry Atherton and Mr. Henry Baylcy, 
a part of whose nature it is to be ever at work for the ameliora¬ 
tion and enlightenment of the people among whom they are placed in 
authority. Others, not clearly seeing the close connection of education 
with almost every other measure of administration or improvemont, or 
not rightly apprehending the wishes of Government in this respect, arc 
apt to think that, as a separate Educational Department has been 
created, they need concern themselves but little with what goes on in it. 
It is with a view to correct such misapprehensions, to strengthen the 
connection between the Educational and other Departments of adminis¬ 
tration, and to cnli.st on our side that local inlluence and local e.vpericncc 
£0 necessary to success, that I have recently made certain suggestions to 
the Lieutenant Governor winch I trust will lead to the issue of instruc¬ 
tions to local officers calculated to securo for the Educational Depart¬ 
ment their.hearty and \aluable co-operation. 

to. While on this snlijoct 1 m.ay mention that Mr. Piatt attributes 
(I believe willi justice) the ellleient state of the lianeoor.ah School chiefly 
to the acti\e and continued interest in Its welfare shown by Mr. Pierce 
Taylor and Dr. Cheek. In like manner Mr. Woodrow adveits to the 
intere.st in Education shown by Mr. Fletcher of Burrisaiil, and by 
Mr. S. F. Davis, .Joint Magistrate of Furreedporc. In Mr Kobinson’s 
circle. Colonel Jenkins, and in Mr. Ch.apman's cirele, Mr. W. Tayler 
and Mr. Atherton, are olliccrs upon whom the Department may depend 
for zealous and oHleient aid. 

11. As ahotlier instance of valuable assist.ance rendered to the De¬ 
partment, I may mention that Dr. Moiiat has on several occasions 
visited and inspeeted the Government Schools at stations to which liis 
duties as In.spector of .Jails have c.alled liiiii, and he h.is on such occa¬ 
sions forw arded a note of the result to this otlicc. He has offered to 
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follow tlio same course whenever his other avocations may admit of Ids 
doing so, and I need not say the offer has been very thankfully accepted. 

12. The system of Grants in Aid is working satisfactorily in Lower 

Granu la Aid especially in the Districts near Calcutta. 

From the Tabic appended to this Report, it will bo 
seen that the number of Schools for which specific grants have been 
sanctioned during the quarter was nineteen.* Many other a])plicution 3 
have been received and grants sanctioned since the close ol’ the quarter. 
These will be mentioned in my ne.xt Report. 

13. The Normal School under Pundit Issur Chuiuler Surma’s sinicr- 

„ , „ , . intendence h.as sent out during the iinarter fifteen 

Hormal School. ... n i 

teachers qualified for appointments in the Model and 

Aided Schools. As these men have been but a few months under Nor¬ 
mal instruction, it will not be supposed that their qualifications are of a 
high order;’but the want of m,asters Ibr Vernacular Schools with any 
pretensions to proper qualifications is so urgent that we must be content 
for some time to come with tc.achcr.s only half educated in their profession. 

14. Tlio Normal School at (Jowhatee is now .it work, and Mr. 
Pratt’s scheme for a Normal Sidioid under his own .supervision, is beforo 
the Government. I iiojie there will be no dillicully or delay in sanction¬ 
ing the propos.al. Mr Cha|)man’.s proposal to impart to linligcnoiis and 
Model School Teachers instruction m the art of managing and orgaiii/.- 
ing Schools by mc.ans of Normal Teachers moving about from .School to 
School was sanctioned by Government about the cinl of tlt<- Quarter 
under review. Mr. Woodrow has under consideration a sidieine for a 
Normal School in his circle, which, when matured, will be hubmrttcd for 
tho orders of Government. 

1.5. Connected with the S}stem of Normal and Zill.di Schools is the 
proposal which I have recently submitted for constituting .i number of 
small scholarships in each district as rewards for the best pnjuls of V'er- 


* rill' 1 'ox< of uii numlxT of S« h^nln in Wix-lrow'f 

C)ril<‘, f'T w1n< h UuiMN's a month h:inl>«*n ^riiit«<i f t on the 

plan in paragrojih 17 f'f iny last Import It is als-M iiism «,f < ort iin Indiift-n- 

oiH Schools in N“rth CVliar. for whifh a fif Kiij»“'-i ‘Tf-r h<'<Mn h.n Ih'Ui tnaih*, 

and of th«* 24 new 5>h'HtU rcrcnll) rHtahli«li^*d in Hof/j^hl) and Btiidnuii, hy IIubiiA Joy- 
kis 9 *'n and Rjjkijjion Mook» rjM‘, nhwh ha>»' rtnivt-ii during' th». (^narUr an addiUoual 
grant of Rupeca 1,020 for jcbvol furuUure, b.-ok», 
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nacular Scliools. But this subject will be more properly noticed in mj 
Report for the current Quarter. 

16. The Model Vernacular Schools, under Pundit Ishur Chunder 
VeraaettUr Edu- Surma, are working very satisfactorily. The average 

attendance at each during the Quarter was 136, and the 
Schools are viewed with approbation and interest by the villagers. 
Should these Schools continue to prosper, they will probably afford tlic 
means of trying the system of pupil teachers which is now working so 
well in England, and which the Ilon’blo Court of Directors are so 
anxious to see introduced into this cotintry. 

17. Mr. Woodrow’s plan for the improvement and encouragement of 
Indigenous Schools, of which a description was given in para. 17 of my 
last Report, was sanctioned by Government and put in operation dunng 
the Quarter. 'I’ho results will bo for future observation and record. 

18. The judicious and systematic measures adopted by Mr. Pratt for 
the promotion of popular education in his circle may be learnt from a 
perusal of that gentleman’s Report. In the three districts to which Mr. 
Pratt’s attention has been chiefly directed, the number of purely Verna¬ 
cular Schools that have ap|)lied for Grants in .Aid is twenty-three, a mea¬ 
sure of success which, at this early stage of his ])roceeding3, and in the 
present state of iniblic opinion, was hardly looked for. 

10. Mr. Robinson reports favourably of the state and prospects of 
the Vernacular Schools in .\ssam. Mr. Chapman’s narrative i.s, as might 
be expected, rather one of dillicultics discovered than of progress made. 
It is something, however, to gain an intimate knowledge of the nature of 
the obstacles that beset our way, especially in a [»art of the country of 
which, comu^irativcly speaking, so little lias hitherto been known by the 
educational authorities. The (irst distribution of money and books to 
Indigenous Teacbers is reported to have had a good eflect, and to promise 
well for tho future. Mr. Chapman makes prominent mention of tho 
good service to education which is being rendered by tho Maharajah of 
Iluthwa, in iiillah Sarun. From what I learnt from Mr. Tayler, tho 
Commissioner, and.others, while lately in that part of the country, I am 
inclined to think that this inst-inco of public spirit and enlightcneil bene¬ 
volence, though rare in llehar. is not likely to be a solitary one. I hope 
to be able, in my next Report, to make mention of several other remin- 
dars and persons of influence who hav e followed or are prepared to follow 
the good example set by the JIaharajah of Iluthwa. 
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20. I cannot conclude this part of my Roiwrt without expressing my 
great regret at the Supreme Government having tliought it necessary to 
remove Mr. Chapman from the Education Department, in order to 
make him Under-Secretary in the Home Olficc. Wo shall bo fortunate 
indeed if we find in his successor an officer of equal attainments, iudus- 
trv, and conscientious zeal. 

21. Since the connection between the Calcutta School Rook Society 

and the Education Department has been stn'iigtlmiWHl, 
a number of now Book Agencies Iia\c been opened in 
diflerent parts of the Mofussil, and before long I hope there will bo 
scarcely any largo station without a de|)dt for tlio sale of books to tho 
public and to Sub-Agents in the interior of the District. Tho School 
Book Society has of late years led such a tramjuil in.iclive e.vistcnce 
that it has been found somewhat difficult to infuse into it tho spirit ot 
enterprizo and energy which the times call for. At the Annual Meeting 
of tho Society, however, n hich took place on the l.ith instant, a Coiii- 
mittec svas elected consisting, besides myself,ol tho tolloWiiig Gentlemen: 
Mr. C. Beadon, ricsuliitt. 
l{e\d. .1. 1-ong. 

Kerd. J. Wenger. 

Mr. M. Wylie. 

I.ii'ut. W. N. IjCos. 

Mr. 11. B. Cliapiiiaii. 

I'uudit Issliur Cliiiiidcr Siiinn 
Babu .foykissen Mook' i jeo. 

„ I’earycliand Miller. 

„ Kajeii.lra Ball Miitei. 

Those names are, I trust, a .siillleienl guarantee for progress and 

earnestness of purpose on the i>ait of tli.' .Sodcty iii future. There i.s 

scarcely any limit to the good that may he elb etc! at the pre.soiit time 
by such a Society, (aided as it is by pii\ale sub’criplions and public 
money, and uitli'establisbcd agencies in all parts of tlicso l’io\luces,) if 
it do but rightly understand its position and iespi)ii,il)ility. 

22. The sanction of Gosornment v.h giseii dining the qnaiter to 

the expenditure of a sum of money in aid of the \>ub- 
PabUcausa of Books. ^y. C. Lacey of a Montldy Magazine 

ill the Ooiiyah Language, it being the opinion of Mr. SamuclU, the 
Commissioner of Cuttack, that such a publication might “ become the in- 



strumcnt of introducing a taste for reading amongst the Ooriyahs, and ulti¬ 
mately render education more popular with them than it is at present.’’ 

23. A proposal was submitted during the quarter by Lieutenant W. 
N. Lees for tho publication, with the aid of Government, of certain 
Arabic Works necessary for tho working of the reformed scheme of 
study referred to in paragraph 7 of my last lleport. In forwarding the 
proposal to Government, 1 recommended that the publication of the 
books should be aided by Government in the same way as the publica¬ 
tion of Mr. Grapel’s edition of Justinian’s Institutes was aided, that is to 
say, that Government should, in the first instance, pay the expense of 
printing and publi.shing each book, and that tho proceeds of sales should 
bo paid to Government periodically by the author, until the sum thus 
advanced should bo repaid—or that, in the event of the sum advanced 
by Government not being thus repaid within two years, in the event, 
that is, of tho work not being sufficiently saleable to pay its own 
expenses within that time, tho Government should bo entitled to take 
over all tho copfes remaining unsold, and to dispose of them on its own 
account at reduced prices or in any other waj-. 'I’liis arrangement was 
sanctioned by the Government, and as it IS one which affords the kind 
of aid most necessary to authors of limited means, and sccuies to them 
nil the profits arising from the sale of their works, while at tho same 
time it is free from many objections to which other methods of afi’ordmg 
Govermnent patronage are li.ible, I hope it will be followed in other 
cases in sVhich it may appear desirable to extend such patronage to the 
publication of useful educational woiks. 

24. Appended to this Ueport are tho following Ueturns:— 

lleturn of Grants in Aid sanctioned by Government from November 
1st to January 31st, 1830. 

Return of Expenditure sanctioned or proposed during the Quarter for 
the extension and improvement of education, (cxclusisc of Grants in Aid 
to particular Schools). 

Return of Schools visitoil by Iijspcctors and Sub-Inspectors during the 
Quiu'ter ending 343t December, 1835. 

I ha\ e the honor to be. 

Sir, 

Your most obedient Servant, 

Wm. GORDON YOUNG. 

Dinclor of rttbhc Jnstruelivn. 
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Jlelurn of Grants in A 'ul sanctioned by Government from Not'emhcr 
to January 3h/ 18oG. 


Names of Proprietors or 

Name of 

1 Name and locality I 

English or 

Managers of the Schools. 

Zillahs. 

j of Schools. i 

Vernacular. 


Mookerjeo and 1 
others,./ 


Dwarkanath Roy, RussVk-1 
chundcr Roy and others, / 


Pundolah Nundy, 


Ramtlmnder Glio^c, Kana 
ram Ghoso and otherSj 


W’omachurn Ghoso, 
Omndychurn Suig, 


M.dia Ra|a Srecschunderl 
Roy, Buliadoor, ('ally. > 
churn Lahory and otliers, J 

Satiikauntli Chovsilry ami 
otliers,. 


Mr Htainin, 


WomcsrhundiT lt'>y,K»-fo 
(hundiT Moitro .iml 



llurroknli Monkerjeo, 

Uu- 

kftldo>^ 

Uoldar 

and 

RamcH^ur 

Misrv, I: 

:ser* 

rhundor 
others, .. 

Misry 

and 


Modooshoodun Hundoj».i 
dhja, (iopalchmidcr>ing 
and others,. 


Sroegopaul Pal C!io*dry, 

Gnvhohnndor Boso, Ham-1 ' w . „i i. 
lull Som and other", .. / ■ “ 


Bmdahunchundf r R'»y, 

Kisfo* hundcr Roy and 
others,... • . 


Col. Goodwin. II Prfltf, 1 
Esq. and others,.J 


Ilooghly, .. 

Ditto, .... 
Ditto, . ,. 
6urdwan, ., 

Uooghly, .. 
Howrah, .. 

Kishnagliur. 

Daroft, .. . 
Patna, .... 

Nudilea, .. 

Baraset, .. 


Kishnaghur, ... 


Omerporo,. 

Ka«:ta Sahgunge, , 
.Sakari, . 

Goimulnuggup,.., 
lUh,. 


Ki&hnaghur, 

K.ilipauih, .. 
Diiupore,.. 

Satilipor'-, .. 




.Viigh) V't-r* 
nuouiar,. 

Vernacular,. 

Ditto,. 

a to. 


Ditto,. 

Ditto, 


Ditto... 


Im-Io \.'r. ' 

II i< III 11 . J 
Ditto, . 


Rahoota, 


f ! I Vorunni - \ 
I j l,ir‘*»« hool", / 

Aiii;lo V. r- 1 
ii.K iihir, . / 


1 Burdaan, . I Gungnporc, 


I r 

Hooghly, < 

i 

^ Kishnaghur. 


' Na'.ihporc, ADlia- | 
j pore./ 

I Ranaghaut, 

''liur«ilia. 


V<*riu< uUr, 


Ditto. 


! Amount of 
the grant per 

month 

.'ll) rt 0 
auda donati. 
on of JN. tid 
for Maps 

10 0 0 

Id 0 0 

II 0 0 

19 0 0 

.iO 0 0 

■r. 0 0 

Mi 0 t) 
200 0 0 

.W 0 0 

110 0 

11*0 0 

II 0 0 
anti li dointi* 
oil ot fi>r 
furniture. 


Bunlwan, .. 


I 

Virnatular, j 10 0 0 


Calcutta, 


'■ i 


Cliurk Dighi,.. 


'vhool of Indu 

trial .Art, . ., 


An^Io\Vr- f 1 
Odi ular. . \ j 


O'l 0 0 


J 

I 

f| Gnint in- 
- *1 ,, , , j , f readied from 

) • V W- 

I 350 


\Vm GORDON dOLNf., 

Jjtr(c(</r of Public tnitrnclion 






















Return of Expenditure sanctioned or proposed during the Quarter ending January 31s/, 1856, for the Extension and 
Improvement of Education, exclusive of Grants in Aid to particular Schools. 
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Wm. GORDON YODNG, 






Return of Schools and Colleges visited by the Inspectors and Sub-Inspectors during the Cluarter enaing 
' December 18oo. 
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Wm. GORDON ITOUJSG, 

Director of Public Instruction. 
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THE INSPECTOR OF SCHOOLS, 

liouth Bengal, 

To 

W. GORDON YOUNG, Esquire, 

Director of Public hutruction. 

Dated Midnapore, 21th February, 1850. 
Sir, 

I HAVE tlie lionor to submit my Report for tlic .3r(l Quarter 

of 1855-5G. 

2nd. I sufficiently indicated in my last Report the general nature of 
the measures which had been adopted for the promotion of education in 
this Division, and the steps which I was taking to carry out those mea¬ 
sures. I need not, therefore, state in much detail how my time has been 
occupied, more especially as the monthly narratives furnish you with 
this information. 

3rd. It will be enough to state that the general nature of my own 
work and that of my subordinates in each of the four Di3trict.s named 
■ in the margin, has been .as follows;—1st, the diffusion 

Mdca^ throughout every thannah, town and village, of informa- 

Burdwan, tion regarding the educational measures of Government, 

Baacoorah. , , , , ■ , , 

their importance to the people at large, and the terms 

upon which they may be made use of; 2iidly, the consideration of tlio 

description of School required by the circumstances of each place in 

W'hich the desire for improved means of education is c-xpressed. 3rdly, 

the examination of Candidates for Vernacular and English Teacherships 

in the new Schools established by the aid of Government, w'ith a view to 

the selection of the most qualified; and 4thly, the iiUpection of existing 

Schools, with the view of suggesting and carrying out improvements, 

both in particular cases and in the gegeral system of education at present 

pursued. 

4th. I must, however, observe that only two of the Districts named 
above, were provided with a Sub-Inspector during the whole of the 

d 
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Quarter under notices for I was unablp to obtain a competent Sub- 
Inspector for Bancoorali before the middle of January, and during half 
of that month there was no Sub-Inspector in Nuddea^ in consequence 
of the officer appointed there in September last, having resigned his 
duties. 

6th. The number of Educational Institutions (Colleges and Schools 
of all kinds) visited by myself and my subordinates during the Quarter 
has been about 250, and the number of miles travelled by myself 710. 

6th. These operations have been attended with the following results 
as regards the number of grants in aid for which applications have been 
forwarded to you with my recommendation for sanction. There were 
several other applications which, under the terms of the Rules or on 
other grounds, could not bo forwarded. 

Hooghly, applications for 3 Anglo-Vernacular Schools, and for 13 Vernacular Schools 
Nuddea, „ 1 „ ,> „ 7 „ „ 

Burdwan, „ 1 » », „ 3 „ „ 

Total,.... 5*A-V. Schools 23 V Schools. 

7th. In the case of applications for Anglo-Vernacular Schools, I have 
insisted on the conditions that a lower fee than 6 annas shall not be 
levied in any of the classes, and that an establishment be entertained, 
which shall be able to bring the pupils at least as far as the 2nd class of 
a Zillah School, the latter being taken as the “ model” for all Anglo-Ver¬ 
nacular Schools. Moreover, whenever an application is made -for a 
School of this class, I endeavour to persuade the inhabitants to establish, 
jn connection with it, a purely Vernacular School for the poorer classes. 
In this way the general desire for English education among the middle 
classes is made instrumental in obtaining cheap Schools for the lower 
classes. 

8th. In the case of the Vernacular Schools, the conditions insisted on 
in addition to those required by the Rules, are that such an amount shall 
be raised by fees or subscriptions in addition to the grant, that the total 
shall be sufficient fer the entertainment of at least two Teachers, one of 
whom shall receive not less than Rs. 15 per month, and that the course 
of instruction which I have laid^down for such Schools, shall be 
adopted. 

9th. I insist upon the further condition that only such Teachers shall 
be appointed as I may find, after careful examination, to be fully quali- 
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fied, In a large number of cases, the managers of the new Schools ask 
me to find the Teachers; and for the purpose therefore of obtaining a 
sufficient supply of competent men, I, from time to time, invite Candidates 
by notification to come and undergo a regular examination by printed 
and oral questions. 

10th. This plan affords the means of obtaining a tolerably good sup¬ 
ply of English Teachers; but I continue to experience the difficulty men¬ 
tioned in my last Report of finding qualified Teachers for the improved 
class of Vernacular Schools, which it is our great object to establish. 
Out of scores of Candidates calling themselves Pundits, I have not found 
a dozen possessing a really sound knowledge of the Vernacular language, 
to say nothing of other subjects.. 

llth. It thus becomes a matter of daily increasing importance to 
establish the Normal School for Vernacular Teachers, which I recom¬ 
mended in my letter (No. 146,) of the 30th October last. I was informed 
by you recently that there are certain official reasons which at present 
preclude the appointment of the gentleman whom I had recommended 
for the post of Superintendent to the proposed School, and I have been 
consequently obliged for a time to abandon all hope of obtaining the ser¬ 
vices of a person who has studied the training system in Europe, and to 
solicit sanction to the temporary appointment of some person educated in 
this country. This, however, will materially affect the efficiency of th.e 
School, and I trust that circumstances will ultimately permit me to 
obtairt a Superintendent who, to a thorough knowledge of the‘Vernacu¬ 
lar (including an acquaintance with Sanscrit), shall unite a knowledge of 
the most approved system of training. 

12th. Even when this School is established, we mus't wait for two 
years more at the very least before we can expect to reap the fruits of 
the undertaking; and how we are to supply our new Schools with Teach¬ 
ers in the meantime becomes a question of very serious difficulty. In 
time, no doubt, the Normal School established by Pundit Isshurchunder 
Bidyasagur, may supply Teachers decidedly better than any hitherto 
available, though not possessing the qualifications which I have described 
in my Report on this subject; but to expect that three or four months’ 
study in that Institution can supply this want, even partially, seems to 
me ah absurdity. 

13th. I am now endeavouring to induce the Students of our English 
Schools to qualify themselves for these appointments. 1 have already 
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said that persons who have learned any thing of English will, as a gene¬ 
ral rule, decline Teacherships of such low remuneration as that offered to 
Vernacular Teachers; but as there are many lads in those Schools who 
from poverty have to leave before they can complete their education, and 
as Ae qualifications required of persons employed in English offices must 
constantly become higher as competition increases, it is not unlikely that 
a certain number may be found >^lling to take these posts until they can 
get something better. 

14th. At present, however, the study of the Vernacular in our Eng¬ 
lish Zillah Schools is so imperfect that the lads taught there, are not fit 
for Teacherships in the improved class of Vernacular Schools now being 
established. This is a serious evil, and is in some measure owing to the 
late Council of Education having abolished the appointment of Pundits 
in those Schools; while in consequence of the general neglect of the 
Vernacular which marked the history of education at this Presidency 
during many years, the English Teachers, upon whom now devolves the 
duty of instruction in the Vernacular, are, for the most^part, not quali¬ 
fied. I am now engaged in ascertaining the degree of proficiency attain¬ 
ed in those English Schools where a Pundit is still entertained, as com¬ 
pared with those where instruction in that subject is left to the English 
Teachers. Perhaps,'too, the small proportion of marks given for the 
Vernacular at the Junior Scholarship examinations has had a tendency 
to make the Pupils and Masters neglect the subject. I hope this may be 
remedied by your recent modification of the Rules under which -those 
examinations are conducted. There can be no doubt, I think, that young 
men taught in our English Schools, will, when qualified in respect to the 
Vernacular, foVm a much more enlightened and useful class of 
Teachers than those of the Pundit class, for they will be far better 
qualified to teach all other subjects, such as Arithmetic, Geography, 
&c. &c. , 

15 th. While considering the various causes which may be supposed 
to affect the supply of competent Teachers for Vernacular Schools, I must 
not omit to remark that the difficulty is of course to some extent enhanc¬ 
ed by the low salary which I am obliged to offer to the Pundits of the 
aided Schools. The only remedy, and that only a partial one, that at 
present occurs to me, is to hold out the promise to them, that those who 
do well shall be promoted to all vacancies in the higher paid posts of the 
Government and Model Vernacular Schools. 
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16th. I may be permitted to repeat here wliy I am of opinion th 
the establishment of a certain number of “ Pupil Teaclierships” in o; 
Zillah Schools, as has been pi’oposed, cannot possibly answer tl 
purpose which I had in view in proposing the establishment of 
Normal ‘School; though the former measure may mdeed be mac 
subsidiary to the latter. It is the more necessary to enter fully upc 
this subject as the Honorable Court have sent out special instructio 
that the English “ Pupil Teacher” system shall be introduced into tl 
country. 

In the first place, Pupil Teachers or " Apprentices” in England are n 
considered as fit to become Head Teachers when they leave School, bi 
merely, if they pass a certain examination, as fit to enter a Trainii 
Inititution, where they must remain for several years, until a'hlo to pa 
a second examination, and not until then are they considered qualific 
to become Teachers. Besides, much more attention must bo given 
the study of the Vernacular in our Zillah Schools before any persons sei 
there as Apprentices could be fitted to become really efficient Teachers. 
Vernacular Schools. 

17th In England, the Apprentice looks to the Head Waster fi 
instruction in his profession out of school-hours. I doubt whether th 
could be arranged for here, and if jt could, are our Zillah Schoc 
Masters themselves qualified to teach Arithmetic, Geography, Astr 
nomy. History, &c., through the medium of Beng.ali ? But, above all, if tl 
Apprentices are to go straight from the Zillah Schools to the n»an.agemci 
of Vernacular Schools as Teachers, where are they to obtain tjiat knov 
ledge of the art of teaching, the urgent necessity of which, I hope, 
have sufficiently shown in my previous letter on Nofmal Schools ? Cc 
tainly not from the Head Masters of our Zillah Schools, for of syst 
matic training they necessarily know little or nothing. 

18th. A greater difficulty remains. As a rule, will any lad who ce 
get a Junior Scholarship accept a pupil teachership for the purpose 
becoming a village School Master ? It is notorious that lads educated 
English look down upon such posts as beneath jhem, and expe 
employments which will ultimately bring them much higher remuncr 
tion than isgliere open to them. Even if a few of this class do, for wa; 
of other work, accept these posts, they will desert us directly they ci 
obtain clerkships in Calcutta, on even a small salary, but with the pro 
pect of future promotion. 
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19th. I do not urge these considerations as arguments for not making 
the experiment, for I believe that we may get a certain number of 
Vernacular Teachers in this way, but I urge them as arguments against 
relying on this as our only or our best source of supply. 

20th. In the second place we cannot wait until these Apprentices are 
ready to become Teachers of our Vernacular Schools, ^because I take it 
for granted, that you will see the necessity of adopting the English 
system in its entirety, that you will not be satisfied with the Zillah 
School training only. Indeed in the 68th paragraph of the Honorable 
Court’s despatch, they make the ultimate removal of the Pupil Teachers 
to Normal Schools, an absolute part of the system. Taking it, thereforej 
for granted that this is to be done, I would call your attention to the 
long time during which we must wait for our Teachers, if we have 'no 
Normal School, except for Apprentices from the Schools; for if we allow 
say three years, (instead of five, as in England,) at the Zillah School 
then with the two or three years more which will be passed at the train¬ 
ing School, five or six years must elapse before the Pupil Teachers are 
ready to begin their work. 

21st. Now by establishing at once a Normal School, by admitting to 
it, on examination, all Candidates who have a fair knowledge of the 
Vernacular, we shall be able to get good Teachers in two years. By that 
time, I trust that we shall have, on an average, twenty “ aided” Verna¬ 
cular Schools ifa every District, or say nearly 600 Schools for the 
Districts of Bengal Proper. 

22nd. Until these two years have elapsed, we must supply the 
Schools as they grow up, with such materials as we have, viz., the 
Teachers who have attended Pundit Issur Chunder Surma’s School, 
and those who have managed to qualify themselves in some degree by 
self-instruction. 

23rd. Connected with this subject, is the encouragement of Verna¬ 
cular Schools by the proffer of Scholarships tenable in the Zillah Schools. 
I beg to express my warm concurrence in the propriety of this most 
effective means of encouraging Vernacular education; and I would solicit 
the sanction of Government to the establishment of Scholarships, on the 
following plan:— 

(I.) An examination to take place annually at a central point in each 
District, to which all the Students of aided and Government Schools in 
that District shall be admitted. 
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(IL) The examination to be in the subjects and books wliich I have 
specified in previous letters as the complete course for Vernacular Schools. 

(III.) A number of Scholarships to be assigned to each District, 
equal to the number of aided and Government Schools; for instance, if 
there are 30 Schools, that number of Scholarships will be assigned to the 
30 boys who obtain the highest number of marks above the minimum 
fixed as, the standard. 

(IV.) The Scholarship-holder to receive a stipend of foiu' Rupees a 
month for one year if he goes to a Zillah School, of three Rupees a month 
if he goes to tlie Normal School. In the former case, ho will have to pay 
a fee of one Rupee (or two Rupees in the higher classes): in the 
latter no fee at all; while in both cases, he wilt require the means of 
living at a distance from his house and money for books, &c. 

24th. In both cases, I would make the Scholarship tenable for one 
year only; but renewable at the end of that year, and of each succeeding 
year, on condition of the pupil passing an examination of such a standard 
as shall show, that he has maintained the same ability and industry 
which enabled him to win the prize in the first instance. 

25th. In the case of the Normal School, where a stipend will be the 
rule, I propose that every Student, whether a Scholarship-holder from a 
Village School or not, shall pass this annual progressive examination as 
a condition of his continuing to receive the stipend; and that no Scholar¬ 
ship shall be held for more than two years. 

26th. In the case of the Zillah Schools, .as the Scholarship.holder 
will generally be too poor to p.ay for his own education, I propose renew¬ 
ing the Scholarship every year (on the condition of his passing an 
examination each time) to enable him to remain until' he completes his 
education, or goes on to the College with a Junior Scholarship. It is 
pleasant to contemplate the possibility of a lad from a Village School) a 
poor Ryot’s son, being enabled thus to win his way to the highest honours 
of a University, which may in their turn be the stepping-stone to high 
and honorable distinction in the service of the State. 

27th. For the present, it will be sufficient to obtain, sanction to the 
following scheme. Ten Scholarships yearly for each District,* (25 in 


* Bengal Proper. 

20 -f 15 = 35. 

35 X 12 (Months,) = 420. 

420 X 25 (Districts,) = 10,500. 
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number,) lialf of three and half of four Rupees each per mensem, to bo 
lield for one year. This will cost Rupees 10,500 for the first year; in 
the next year, for another set of Scholarships in addition to the first 
year’s Scholarships renewed, there will be required an expenditure of 
Rupees 21,000. 

In the third year, we have another set of Scholarships amounting to 
Rupees 10,500; Scholarships for both Normal and Zillah Schools of the 
second year, Rupees 10,500; and Scholarships of the third year for 
Zillah Schools only,* Rupees 6,000; total Rupees 27,000, and so on 
until the plan costs in the 6th year Rupees 47,000, which sum it will not 
exceed. Of course, this is more than will be actually expended, for a large 
proportion of Scholarship-holders may be expected every year to forfeit 
their Scholarships; moreover, I fear, that much time must elapse before 
ten boys in each District will be found able to pass the Standard I have 
above indicated. 

28th. The present request, therefore, amounts to an application for 
an ultimate expenditure of Rupees 47,000 a year, half of which sum is 
to maintain at English Schools, poor boys, who distinguish themselves by 
superior ability,! and half to maintain Normal Pupils at, the Training 
Institution. 

29th. During the Quarter under notice, a complete set of Rules for 
the guidance of the Teachers of the aided Vernacular Schools in this 
Division, has been carefully prepared and printed in the Vernacular. 
These Rules have reference not only to matters of organization and 
discipline, but to the mode of instruction to be followed: and I trust that 
the efficiency of the Schools may be materially promoted by their adop¬ 
tion. I have made the continuance of the grants conditional on their 
due observance. I shall be glad to furnish a copy to any person interest¬ 
ed in Vernacular Education, and I shall be most thankful for any sug¬ 
gestions on the subject of the management of such Schools which I may 
receive in return. Under this head, I may further mention that for the 
information of Candidates for Vernacular Teacherships, and the public 


* The Zillah Scholarships being tenable every year, for the entire course of six years, 
the Normal School being tenable only for two years. 

t They must make greater progress than ordinary Zillah School boys, because by this 
plan we shall give them six years to complete the course which generally takes 
years. 


seven 
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generally, lists of the books and subjects prescribed for the aided 
Schools, have been printed and largely distributed. 

30th. There is, I believe, no measure which would more efficiently 
promote the desire for education, and the progress of enlightenment 
among the masses than the establishment of a cheap Weekly Journal, in 
connection with this Department. To arouse an interest in something 
beyond the party quarrels and litigation which are the curse, of native 
society in the interior, to teach the people to find a more agreeable 
excitement in the news of public affairs than in speculations on the 
results of their own and their neighbours’ “ Mokuddamas” would be a 
grand step in the cause of education. 

31st. It is for this reason that I have urged upon your attention the 
expediency of obtaining the aid of Government in the establishment of a 
Weekly Journal in connection with the Education Department. Tho 
services of a European Editor and Native Sub-Editor have been secured 
some time since, and all is ready for the publication of the Journal as 
soon as the sanction of Government shall have been obtained. I will 
now repeat such portion of my previous remarks on this subject as may 
be generally interesting. 

32nd. I have seen no publication in this or any other country better 
adapted for an object of this kind than the Satya Prodip newspaper, which 
was edited about three years ago by Mr. Townsend, of Seraniporo; but its 
price placed it out of reach of tho classes of whom I now speak. No Ver¬ 
nacular newspaper has as yet reached the masses, has in fact reached any 
but that fraction of the whole population which either lives in the Metro¬ 
polis, or consists of the Omlah and Officers of our Courts in the interior. 

33rd. How then should we make the people of this country a news¬ 
paper reading and a newspaper buying people, is the question. Ly dis¬ 
tributing newspapers gratuitously ?—certainly not, for what people do not 
pay for, they do not value, and, if given away, our newspapers would be 
used to make flying kites; and people would not afterwards pay for 
what they had become accustomed to receive as a gift. On the other 
hand, however, the reason why none of the existing Vernacular papers 
circulate among these classes, is that the price of the very cheapest is 
above what a Goraashta or a Moodee will pay for in his present intellec¬ 
tual condition. 

34 th. A weekly newspaper of four quarto pages, edited, as I propose, 
and well printed, caiuiot be brought out for less than Rupees 2-6-44 a 
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copy for one year, supposing the circulation to be a thousand,* and tlie 
postage would cost Rupees three a year, (or four annas a month); now 
tliis last sum alone is the utmost price any man (of the classes we have 
in view) would pay for the delivery of a paper at his own door, so that 
what I ask Government to do is to pay the difference, viz., Rupees 2,400 
a year, or Rupees 200 a month, so long as the circulation, continues at or 
under 1,000 copies. I feel confident, that no money could be spent which 
would more effectually promote all the objects with which money is spent 
on the Education Department. 

35th. Now as to the sort of Journal which should be established with 
this aid. I have already said that the Satya Prodip was in every respect, 
except price, such a paper as we require, and I have told the Editor that 
I wish him to make that paper as far as possible his model, always bbar- 
ing in mind that as our Journal is to be aided by Government, it must 
as far as possible abstain from all political opinions, and deal only with 
facts. Articles of a Literary character, on Science and the Arts, History, 
Biography, &c., will have a prominent place. The Journal is, moreover, 
to be especially an organ of the Education Department, giving an ample 
record of all proceedings in that Department, information as to appoint¬ 
ments, establishment of Schools, the publication of new School books, 
letters and discussions on educational subjects, &a 

36th. I have stipulated that I shall be allowed to make suggestions 
as to the introduction and treatment of subjects, to insert communica¬ 
tions and'to place a wfo on the introduction of-subjects, which I may 
think out of place in a Government Journal. 

37th. It has occurred to me that possibly the Government might be 
inclined to allow the Journal to be sent free of Postage. If this were 
done, we should require no other aid. 

38th. There has been greater delay than I expected when I wrote 
my last Quarterly Report, in establishing Book Agencies, subordinate to 
the School Book Society’s Agents at the Sudder Stations. On learning 
at the close of December, that that Society had, with reference to my 
previous communications on the subject, resolved not to have any thing 
to say to the establishment of these subordinate agencies, I addressed the 
principal Book Agents in my Division, pointing out to them that as they 
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were not likely to have applications for books from persons residing at 
any great distance from Ijie Sudder Station, it would be worth their 
while to let me select a certain number of subordinate agents at the 
principal towns of the District, which were not too near to the Sudder 
Station, and to allow such persons half their commission of 10 per Cent. 
The expense of conveying the books indented for by the Sub-Agents, 
would have to be paid by the parties ordering them; but I would direct 
my Sub-Inspectors to convey small parcels of books into the interior 
whenever they might happen to be proceeding from the Sudder Station 
to any point from which an indent had been received. These subordi¬ 
nate agencies have not yet been established in consequence of the Agents 
having raised some difficulties in carrying out my plan, but I hope that 
theSe may soon be overcome. 

39th. During tho quarter, I have visited the English Schools at 

English Schools and Burdwan* and Bancoorah, and the College at Kishna- 
Engiish Education, ghur, besides other private English Schools of a more 
elementary character. 

40th. As regards the Maha Rajah’s School at Burdwan, complaints 
had reached me in respect to its efficiency, there being too an apparent 
desire on the part of several members of the native community, that it 
should again be placed under Government management. I was there¬ 
fore, agreeably surprised to find the School in a very satisfactory con¬ 
dition, and I can attribute these reports to nothing else, but the want of 
confidence the native community always appear to have for every thing 
not managed directly by Government officers. One of the, principal 
members of the Rajah’s household, and the gentlemanf who introduced 
the training system into the Jonye School, takes constant interest in this 
School, and by his advice they are endeavouring to introduce Mr. Stow’s 
system in the Junior Classes. 

41st. Of the Bancoorah Government School, I am able to give a very 
favorable account The Head Master appears to mo to be a most 
efficient officer. To this cause, and tCe active and continued interest in 
the affairs of the School taken by the Local Committee, (more especially 
Dr. Cheek and Mr. Pierce Taylor), may be attributed the popularity of tho 
School, which has induced the jiublic to come forward with the liberal 


* The Rajah’s School and the Missionary School, 
t Baboo Prosunnocoomar Ghose. 
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donations wliich have enabled the Committee to make the School House 
the commodious and handsome building which it is at present. 

If the Head Master were provided with a suitable residence, large 
enough to enable him to receive boarders, I dare say many parents in the 
interior would avail themselves of the opportunity of sending their 
children for instruction to the Sudder Station, who are at present pre¬ 
vented from doing so, by not having relations there who could take 
charffe of their children. ' 

O 

42nd. When I visited the Kishnaghur College, the present Principal 
had not taken charge; and the state of some of the classes was not 
satisfactory, as I have already informed you. 

43rd. You will remember that in my Quarterly Report I stated various 
objections to an arrangement which had been of late years introduced by 
the late Council of Education, whereby the eied eoce part of the Junior 
Scholarship examination was wholly left to the Local Committees. I was 
not then aware that the Council had more recently left the whole of the 
questions, both written and oral, to be framed by the Local Committees. 
This being the case, of course the objections I then stated apply with 
equal force to the whole of the Junior Scholarship examination, instead 
of only to a part, and every thing I have since heard and seen confirms 
the views I previously expressed. The labour of conducting such exami¬ 
nations is one for which the Members of Local Committees have no suffi¬ 
cient time, and for which few are qualified. Every Committee thinks it 
necessary Jo pass on a certain number of Candidates to the College as 
Junior Scholars each year, whether really qualified or not, and you thus 
lose all means of estimating the comparative efficiency of the several 
Zillah Schools; there being no uniform standard to try them by. I re¬ 
joice, therefore, to learn that the old system of preparing examination 
questions in Calcutta, and sending the same to all the Schools, is to be 
’esorted to at the next Junior Scholarship examination. 

44th. The nature of the books and subjects which form the Junior 
Scholarship test, is a matter of great importance, as the whole course of 
instruction in the Jilnglish Schools is framed with reference to the one 
ibject of enabling the Pupils to pass that examination, while, on the other 
land, many a young man completes his education at a Zillah School, and 
Sherefore proceeds no further than the standard of the highest class there. 

45th. Bearing this in mind, I do not think that the present course of 
nstruction in our Zillah Schools can be regarded as satisfactory, or that 
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the Junior Scholarship examinations have hitherto been conducted so as 
to call out the development of the higher intellectual powers, as distin¬ 
guished from the exercise of mere memory. 

That this is so may be proved by the fact that while you everywhere 
find that the same boy who can quote all the rules of Grammar without 
a single mistake^ who will read Goldsmith’s Essays without a wofd mis¬ 
pronounced, and who wilt even render it sentence by sentence into Ben¬ 
gali, is unable to write a simple letter without the grossest mistakes, 
to make the simplest reply to a simple question in correct English, or to 
give you the substance of a single page after he has closed the book, 
either in English or in Bengali, if obliged to do so in language of his own! 

46th. In the majority of cases, I believe the boys attending English 
Schools in this country derive no ideas whatever from what they read, 
and from the mechanical parrot-like way in which every thing is taught, 
their real progress in the language is infinitely below what it appears to 
bo to the casual observer. For instance the pupil having had the moan¬ 
ing of each sentence in his class book explained to him by a correspond¬ 
ing sentence of simple and easy words, he learns that rendering by heart, 
and when the examiner asks him to explain the sentence, all that he docs 
is to repeat word for word the explanation thus learned by rote. If ask¬ 
ed to translate a sentence into Bengali, he gives a word for word transla¬ 
tion in the Enfflish idiom, (as I am sorry to say the boys are allowed to in 
almost all our Schools,) which would convoy no idea whatever to a Ben¬ 
gali.hearer. This shows that the Pupil is unable to express the meaning 
of the sentence, and whether he has or has not any jdea of the meaning, 
remains a mystery. 

47th. The singular facility with which words and phrases, nay, 
whole pages and chapters are retained in the memory by Hindu youths, 
assists in confirming the delusion which many fall into as to the real pro¬ 
gress made by the pupils they arc examining. The consequence is that 
the exercise and development of the higher intellectual powers are most 
grievously neglected. But this no longer could be the case if our public 
examinations were devised in such a manner as to test the actual Immo- 
kdge of the examinees as distinguished from mere verlml recollection. 

We must force the Teachers to adopt a more enlightened system of 
instruction by making, the Junior Scholarship examination depend upon 
the Candidate being able to show that he can do something more than 
remember, and that he can reason, deduce, analyse, compose, &c. 
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48tli. It is easier to find fault than to find a remedy, and an Inspec¬ 
tor’s previous training is not always such as to enable him to speak very 
confidently on questions like these which belong to the science of teach¬ 
ing, and I feel painfully my own deficiencies in this respect, but I hope in 
time to arrive at clear and decided views on the subject. 

FoAhe present I confine myself to recommending that'at every Junior 
Scholarship examination candidates shall be rqquired,— 

1st. To write an original essay or ordinary letter on a theme so 
chosen as to call out the powers of independent thought and reasoning 
rather than those of memory. 

2ndly. That his knowledge of English shall be tested by his ability to 
write an analysis of a chapter from some work in which he has not pre¬ 
viously received instruction, or of an Act or Regulation, &c.; the analy¬ 
sis to be written without reference to the book: but after a sufficient time 
has been given him to master the contents of the piece selected. 

Srdly. That the candidates should bo tested in their power of under¬ 
standing questions put to them orally, and of expressing themselves in 
reply. For instance, the Examiner might put to them a series of ques¬ 
tions touching some ordinary theme in ethics, etc. 

49th. If this be done, such of the masters as have fair capacity for 
teaching, wilt perforce become more than mere book-teachers, and will 
adopt such a system of instruction as shall enable their pupils to pass the 
required test When we find Teachers.who cannot do this, we must dis¬ 
pense with tJieir services. 

50th. The standard of qualification required from all classes of em¬ 
ployes ought gradually to be raised higher and higher, so that they may 
really form an educated body in the community, and not mechanical 
copyists, whose lives and thoughts are pretty much what they W'ould have 
been had they never attended an English School, and who therefore exer¬ 
cise no progressive and civilizing influence over their countrymen. 

51st. For this reason I should have been glad to have found in your 
recent Circular regarding examinations for Tcachership Certificates the 
adoption of a highc(; test than has been hitherto required at these exami¬ 
nations. By the Rules, as they stand, you still allow a man who can 
come up to the Junior Scholarship standard to hold a Tcachership of 
Rs. 50 a month, or in other words to take the * 2nd class of a Zillah 
School; but I showed in my letter of the 30th October last, (No. 144) 
that the success of the Head Master in bringing the Pupils of the 1st 
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class up to the required point must in great measure depend upon tlieir 
proficiency when they leave the 2nd class, or they will, as constantly 
happens, have to spend two years in the 1st class, when otherwise one 
year would have been sufficient. 

At present the standard of the 2nd class is too nearly the standai'd of 
the Teachers’ own qualifications, and it is an axiom in Educational 
Science that the Teacher must be very far in advance for the subjects 
which he has to teach. 

52nd. At the same time, I am constrained tO acknowledge that at 
present circumstances do not enable us to follow out this principle, that 
as a general rule, we cannot even reach the standard wo now profess to 
reach, for we have no Masters properly trained in the art of teaching. 
Ill particular cases, this disadvantage is in a great degree compensated 
for by the talent and zeal of the Master, and I gladly recognize the 
generally high character of the Hoad Masters of our Zillah Schools, but 
so long as there is no systematic instruction in this art, the majority of 
the Teachers will never possess the qualifications which would enable 
them to become educators in the higher sense of the word. 

I hope that in time both the Government and the public will learn 
that a man is no more fit to teach things because he knows them, than a 
man who sees a steam engine at work is qualified to construct it. We 
must select those whom nature has intended to be Teachers, and then 
instruct them systematically in the art of communicating knowledge, and 
of developing the intellectual powers of their Pupils. This is. only to be 
done by renewing the attempt to establish a Normal School for English 
Teachers, which was so unhappily abandoned. 

53rd. Before concluding this part of my Reporti I would again urge 
such a modification of the Rules for granting Teachership Certificates, 
that no person who has been for more than five years engaged in teach¬ 
ing a particular standard shall be promoted to a post in which lie will 
have to teach a higher Standard without an examination to show that he 
is competent for the same, even though he may hold a certificate of 
qualification for the higher post: for without some sqch rule, you have 
no security that the Teacher will retain the knowledge which enabled 
him originally to get his certificate. I am further strongly of opinion, 
that the standard of qualification* laid down in the new rules, oi^ this 
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subject for Head Masters should be applied to Second Masters, and that 
the former should be required to obtain 1st class certificates* 

64th. Reverting to the remark made in a previous paragraph that 
the education of a large number of persons terminates with the Zillah 
School course, the subjects and books should be selected with duo adver¬ 
tence to this fact, and not as if it were a mere introduction to the College 
course. 

This being the case, 1 think there are considerable defects in the 
existing arrangements of our Zillah Schools. Except in the 1st class, 
there is no uniform course of instruction or selection of books, and many 
subjects of importance are thereby often neglected. 

Thus while the Pupils of the 1st class read Tytler’s Elements of 
General History, they have in many cases not previously received any 
knowledge of the history of their own country. 

I would not allow a word of General History to be read until the 
Pupil was thoroughly familiar with the History of Bengal, and in a less 
degree with that of India. No man can properly appreciate the politics 
of his own day unless he possesses a fair acquaintance with the events of 
the times immediately preceding. 

55th. The same remarks apply to Geography, which is sadly neglect¬ 
ed, and almost every where taught in a mechanical uninteresting manner. 
It seems to me the height of absurdity to make the native of a Bengal 
village spend his time over the names of English counties, when he is 
unable to name or describe the Districts of Bengal. 

These remarks will, I think, sufficiently show that the whole Subject 
of the Zillah School course requires careful consideration. 

I have the honor to bo. 

Sir, 

Your most obedient Servant, 

HODGSON PRATT, 

Inspector of Schools, 

South Bengal. 
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To 


THE DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION, 

Calcutta. 

Dated Dimpore, the 29lh February, 1856. 
Sir, 

I HAVE tlio honor to proceed with the narrative of the opera- 

Harrative, Third of the department during the Third Quarter of the 
ftuartor, 1855.i(« ygaj. 1855.56. 

'2nd. Little of special interest has occurred during the three months. 

General character occupied very much in visiting 

of Operations. several of the districts of my Division, ascertaining per¬ 
sonally the character of my subordinates and the quality of tlieir work, 
supplying whatever was necessary in the way of advice and explana¬ 
tion, and communicating with the influential inhabitants of each district 
and with the Local Government Oificials. My Sub-Inspectors have been 
engaged principally in establishing the Model Schools sanctioned in their 
districts. 

3rd. The English Schools remain in statu quo; the average numbers on 

English Schools. registers of the Government Institutions, during the 
General condition. Quarter being 1,077, on those of private est'kblishraents 
about 370, giving a total of 1,447. There has been no greatincrease or 
decrease of numbers, excepting at the Monghyr School, where the 
attendance has risen during the Quarter from 66 to 97. This may, per- 
liaps, be attributed to the addition of a Persian Teacher to the establish¬ 
ment of the School; but I am not yet possessed of the Committee’s 
opinion. 

4th. I visited, during the Quarter, the Schools at Chuprah, Patna, 

English Schools Bhaugulpore, Monghyr and Purneah. Of the Patna 
visited. Schools I have always to speak favourably, the Mas¬ 

ters there have to contend against many discouragements, it being most 
difficult to secure any regularity in the numbers or the 

Patna as ers. attendance, and the people generally being pecmWkrly 
apathetic upon the subject of English education. Still I trust that their 
patience and perseverance will finally be rewarded. Of this I am quite 

f 
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convinced that if tlie Patna Schools do not succeed under their present 
Masters, they will not succeed at present at all. 

5th. Experience leads me daily to conclude more and more certainly 

Effects of official ^ proportion of those who send boys to our 
iaflaenco. Schools, do so only in the hopre of securing the favour 

of the Zillah Officials. One Judge makes a point of inquiring how many 
of his Amlah and of the Wakeels of the Court send their children to the 
station School; the School is attended by the sons of all the Amlahs and 
Pleaders. A .successor comes who has a conscientious objection to using 
his influence in so direct a manner, and the children are immediately 
withdrawn. Not always, however, is even such direct influence effectual. 
A Collector of my acquaintance, who questioned all the employes of his 
office upon the point, was met by the assertion that they were, one and 
all, childless. 

6th. My visit to the Chuprah School was ill-timed, the boys not 
having re-assembled after the long vacation ; the School is in a satisfac¬ 
tory condition. Of the Bhaugulporo and Mongbyr Schools, I have 
nothing particular to report. 

7th. The Purneah School I found almost disorganized; only one 
Master being present and very few boys. The boys 

Purneah School. “ ' , . 

that were present passed an exceedingly poor examina¬ 
tion. This wretched state of the School is owing to the late prevalence 
of mortal sickness at Purneah, numbers of the boys having gone away 
either sick' or in fear of sickness, and the Masters having made their 
escape for the same reason. The climate seems to bo peculiarly fatal to 
Bengalees, and it is, I am told, with the greatest difficulty that even 
Writers can bo procured in the Zillah Offices. It is not to be wondered at 
that our School Masters are inferior. Another drawback to the Purneah 
School is its distance from the town, an evil, that I was informed, cannot 
be remedied even in building the new School-house, as no suitable site 
can be obtained in the vicinity of the city. 

8th. A grant of Company’s Rupees 200 monthly has been made by 

Grant to the Dina- Gfovernment during the Quarter in aid of the funds of 
pore School. the School at Dinapore, mentioned in para. 4th of my 

last Report, for an experimental period of six months. I have visited 
this School during the three months, and consider it to bo in a very 
healthy and flourishing condition. Mr. Stamm is a first-rate Teacher, 
and he is well assisted. 
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VernaoiUar Educa- Sub-Inspectors, in tlic course of their 

tours, have visited, during tlie Quai'ter, 2,883 villages, 
travelling a total distance of 2,814 kos. In the course of these journeys 
Detail of Quarter’s 672 Teachers have been visited, 168 of whom have 
operation. accepted the loan of our books, with the intention of 

competing for the preferred rewards. The number of Teachers mot with 
is rather less than during the preceding quarters, but this must be looked 
upon as accidental, and is no proof of a diminution of industry on the 
part of my subordinates, who have worked, for the most part, liard and 
well. I have been able personally to check the work of the officers in 
the districts of Sarun, Patna, Bhaugulpore and Mongbyr, with more or 
Character of my particularity, during the Quarter. Of the first grade 
Subordinates. Sub-Inspcctors in those districts I have reason to be 
particularly pleased with the exertions of Moulavy Sadakat Hossein in 
the district of Sarun, and Pundit Mahendranarayan Roy in that of 
Mongbyr. I esteem myself fortunate to have secured the services of 
both tliesc officers, and I trust that you will authorise me to encourage 
them by some mark of your approbation. 

10th. I cannot speak favourably of Baboo Ilnrgobind Ghoso, tho 
Patna Sub-Inspector. Nothing flourishes under him, and I have had 
repeated cause to censure him, in the most severe terms, for slothfulnoss 
and want of zeal in his work. Pundit Amarnath Roy, at Bhaugulpore, 
has been so unfortunate in the circumstances of his district throughout 
the ^Vhole period since operations wore commenced, that I am*not dispos¬ 
ed to blame him on account of the little success that has been achieved 
in that district; under tho most favorable circumstances, it would bo a 
difficult part of tho country to deal with, tho villages being thinly scat¬ 
tered and the indigenous Schools being much more uncommon than in 
other Zillahs. 

11th. Of the second grade Sub-Inspectors while I have not, general- 
second Grade reason to complain, I have not much lavorablo 

Officers. to say : none of them are deserving of special mention: 

one, I have been .obliged to dismiss for idleness and incompo- 
tency. 

12th. In the two Districts of Arrah and Behar, which I did not visit 
durimr the period under review, the officers havc^boen 
porsoneiie. working well. The first grade officer in the District 

of Behar resigned, early in the quarter, being appointed Nazir of the 
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Judge’s Court at Gya. In his place I sent Ramroop Lall, a native of 
the Patna District, who has had the advantage of a good English educa¬ 
tion, as well as of a great deal of intercourse with Europeans. The 
objection to him is that he is a Kurmi, a low, though respectable caste. 
He has, however, pleasing unassuming manners, and I had no other 
candidates to choose from, and could, indeed, hope to find none of so 
good education in this part of the country. In appointing him I gave 
him clearly to understand that if his caste should prove prejudicial to 
his labours, he must resign his appointment. He has been working well, 
and he is assisted by the best set of second grade officers in the division. 
Mohun Lall and his subordinates in the Shahabad District, have been 
working industriously and satisfactorily. 

13 th. I am now able to confirm by my own experience, the existence 
of the strongest prejudices against the educational mea- 

My own impres¬ 
sions during my sures, on the part of the people: prejudices that are 

only strengthened by any attempt to reason against 
them. “ How are we to believe,” said one set of villagers to me, 
“ that Government will not interfere with our religion, when we 
see the Missionaries who arc paid by them”? and from this ground 
I could not drive them. After they had gone, I remarked, that it would 
be easy for them to satisfy themselves from the Collcctorato Trea¬ 
sury that Government had no connection with the Missionaries. “ Oh,” 
was the answer, “ every body believes that their salary comes in notes 
from England!” 

14th, I am now satisfied that it is unwise to attempt to argue with 

The voluntary people who attribute such a course to the most ignoble 
system. motives; believing that it is adopted only because the 

Government fear to pursue the straight-forward plan of compelling atten¬ 
tion to their wishes. In many instances they positively argue thus: 
“ If Government only mean what it professes to mean by these new¬ 
fangled notions, why is it necessary to carry them out by currying favor 
with the people?” concluding that something must be intended which W'o 
are afraid to attempt openly. Such notions are so exactly in accordance 
with 'the general ideas of the natives of this country, that they find ready 
acceptance among them; the consequence is that while a command 
wm4d be obeyed, if not with intelligent assent, at any rate, as* a decree 
of fate, our advice is despised, and rarely followed. Besides, as I have 
often explained, the people in their present intellectual condition, are 
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utterly incapable of appreciating such advice, even supposing they could 
be made to understand that it is disinterested. 

. 15th. While therefore keeping up the theory of eliciting voluntary 

Kot adhered to ^ "i^st effectual and satisfactory 

stncUy in practice, course, in practice, to take for my starting point, and to 
allow my subordinates to do the same, that it is the order of Govern¬ 
ment that people should now educate tlieir children, and that the people 
ought to be satisfied that Government would not command that which is 
not good for them. Having laid down this principle, we then proceed 
to prove, by every argument at pur command, that, in so doing, the 
Government has no intention w'hatever to interfere with the religion of 
its subjects. 

16th. I have been strengthened in my belief tliat the mode of pro- 
Expcncnce in the ceeding desclibed in the preceding paragraph is that 
S- P- which promises the most speedy success, by the fact 

that Mr. H. S. Reid arrived at tlie same conclusion in the N. W. Pro¬ 
vinces, after a much more lengthened and full experience th.in I have 
had. If we can induce attention to education by any means, oxperlenco 
will soon enable the people to appreciate our present motives. While 
on the subject of the religious suspicions of the people 
Anecdote. ^ niention an amusing incident that occurred at 

one of the Model Schools. In one of .the Deva Nag.iri primers occurs a 
reading lesson of words of three letters commencing, innocentlyenough, 
with 'WIcT ^ “ Eat rice.” “ Give to the poor.” fmagine the 

consternation of the Pundit at finding it translated in the Bazaar, into 
“ Eat food cooked by people without caste I” “ Eeave your religion I” 
17th. The two main objects to which the attention of the Sub-Inspec¬ 
tors is directed in their tours are, first, to induce the 


existing Teachers to introduce our books into their 
Schools, and to adopt an improved method of tuition ; and, secondly, to 
induce the people to establish, at any rate some kind of School, where 
none previously exists. In both of these objects some progress has now 
been made. The first examination'of the Pupils of 
Reward System. jQ(|jg0jigyg Teachers under the sanctioned system of 
rewards took place towards the close of the quarter, in the District of 
Monghyr, when nineteen Teachers presented themselves, and thq^ys 
of their Schools, amounting to 266, were examined. The sum of Com¬ 
pany’s Rupees 32-12 was distributed in rewards to the Teachers, and 
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139 volumes of useful books were given away among the children. In 
strict justice, neither Masters nor boys were entitled to receive rewards; 
but our present object, in this, as in every other department of our 
work, is to gain the confidence of the people, and induce them to co-ope¬ 
rate with us in our measures. It will be easy, by degrees, subse¬ 
quently, to introduce as strict plans as may seem fitting. The effect, 
in this instance, of the distribution of rewards is described to mo as very 
satisfactory: the Teacliers having readily agreed to teach our books, on 
our own plan, in future. I consider that the reward system promises 
well in the district of Monghyr. 

18th. With regard to the second object, several Zemindars have 
Assistance from already established Vernacular Schools, principally in 
Zemindars tlic Chuprah district. I had the pleasure of an inter¬ 

view with the Maharaja of Hutwa iil that Zillah, in the early part of 
Maharaja of Huth- November, and endeavoured to press upon him the im- 
wa- portance of assisting the Government in its measures. 

Shortly afterwards, upon my Sub-Inspector having again occasion to 
visit Hutwaj the Raja sent for him, and informed him that he would 
establish Schools in any places that he (tlie Sub-Inspector) could select 
throughout his c.xtensivc zemindaries. As this is the first indication of 
the concurrence of any of the great l.andlords in our scheme, the success 
of which must ultimately depend, in a great measure, upon their hearty 
co-operation, I think it would be politic to give all possible importance 
to so grathying a precedent, even to the extent of obtaining for the Raja 
a letter of encouragement direct from Government. 

19th. I regret to say that the sale of books during the Quarter, has 
been the reverse of satisfactory, only 1,7.50 volumes 
having been disposed of by sale, and 497 by lo.an, or as 
rewards. The value of the latter was Company’s Rupees 53-1.5-G, while 
the sum realized by sale was, in round numbers. Company’s Rupees 435. 

The diminution has taken place mainly in the districts of 
Patna, Bhaugulpore, and Behar. In the Patna district. 


£o(^ sold. 


Dmeouragement. 


as I have already reported, nothing succeeds, and, I fear, nothing will 
succeed under the present Sub-Inspector. In Behar the deterioration may 
be attributed to the substitution of an inexperienced officer for one who 
ha^become somewhat acquainted with his duties. In Bhaugulpore I 
am at a loss to give any reason for the dilninution, unless it be to be found 
in the fact remarked at the conclusion of the 15th para, of my last 



( 39 ) 


Keport, viz., that the purchase of books is as yet confined to a very limited 

class of society. This retrogression in the sale of books assumes a still 

more discouraging appearance, when we consider tliat many new and 

popular .works have been procured from the North-Western Provinces 

daring the Quarter, so that the expenditure of Government has positively 

increased considerably. In the districts of Sarun and Shahabad, there lias 

been a satisfactory increase of sales, and in Monghyr there has been no 

diminution of consequence. The sales in the district of Sarun are always 

25 per cent, above those in any other district. 

20th. Twenty-eight of the seventy-two sanctioned Model Schools 

were established before the conclusion of the Quarter 
Model Schools. - i • -n • 

under review, and on the 31st January their Registers 

contained the names of 609 boys. Our attention is now being directed 
principally to the improvement of the Teachers, and I have adopted the 
following plan with regard to the Schools that wc may establish in the 
future. The Master being selected upon the principles already reported 
to you, will be required to attend either upon the Suh-Inspcctor, or, 
whenever ho may be directed, to study, until he he reported capable of 
undertaking the charge of a School. Meanwhilo one of the supernume¬ 
rary Teachers, of whom there are generally two or three in a district, 
who are preparing themselves in tlie hope of obtaining a situation, will 
take charge of the School. By this means, it is lioped that the improve¬ 
ment of the Master may be secured witliout sacrificing the Scliool ivliich 
ho mhy have headed previously to his selection. Since tlio termination 
of the Quarter moreover, the appointment of .two supe- 
Teachers. rior supernumerary Teachers in each district has been 

sanctioned at my instance. The duty .of these men will bo, in tlie first 
instance, to move from Model School to Model School, organising and 
improving each in turn,-subsequently they will do tho same for the 
Indigenous Schools. Teachers, who are being prepared to take charge of 
Model Schools, will ordinarily accompany one or other of these Pundits. 
Ill this way they will have all the advantages of a Normal School in 
addition to those of direct tuition. 

21st. In my late tour, finding considerable difficulties arise in procur¬ 
ing houses for the Model Schools, I applied for permission to build a shed 
for each School at an average expenditure of Company’s Rupe^2. 
This has now been granted; I propose, wherever it is feasible, to induce 
the people themselves to contribute something towards the expense of 
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building, so as to erect buildings rather superior to what we could do with 
only the funds provided by Government. 

22nd. Fees (one anna per boy) are taken from the boys in attendance 
Fees Account Model Schools, excepting those in the district 

of Shahabad and in one School in Patna, where I have 
taken upon myself to authorize free admission for the present. The four 
Schools in the district of Monghyr are the most flourishing in the Divi¬ 
sion, but even they are far from being efficient as yet. The fees collected 
during the Quarter amounted to Company’s Rupees 75-14-0, and the 
current expenses of the Schools to Company’s Rupees 18-5-9, The 
balance,^ according to my plan, will be distributed in rewards to the 
pupils and teachers. 

I have the honor to be, 

Sir, 

Your most obedient Servant, 


Dinapoee, 

The 29<A February, 1856. 


} 


R. B. CHAPMAN, 

Inspector, Department of 
Public Instruction, 


From 


To 


No. 107. 

II. WOODROW, Esquire, M. A., 

Inspector of Schools, Fast Bengal, 

W. GORDON YOUNG, Esquire, 

Director of Public Instruction, 


Sir, 


Busuntopore, 2Sth February, 1856. 


I HAVE the honor to forward the Quarterly Narrative of the 
Educational proceedings in the Districts under my Inspection, in accord¬ 
ance with the instructions contained in your letter No. 1558, dated 25th 
September 1855. 

During the months of November, December and January, I was 
occupied in ray official tour, in the Districts of Dacca, Furreedpore, 
Jessore, the 24-Pergunnahs and Pubna. I visited and inspected all the 
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Government Schools in these Zillahs, and such private institutions as 
had applied for grants in aid. Tho Government Schools have already 
been reported on in my Monthly Narratives, and the private institutions 
in separate communications, so that general remarks will, in the present 
narrative, be sufficient. 

3. The Dacca College is tho chief source of the supply of educated 

natives for the Kutcherries of the Eastern Zillahs. Tho 

Dacca. 

demand is in fact greater than the supply. High 
Students are certain of employment, and even Junior Scholars receive 
appointments which in Western Bengal would be reserved for Seniors. 

It is, therefore, found impossible to keep Students a sufficient time at 
the College. In December last, the Attendance Register showed but 
one Student in the first class, two in tho second class, and in the third 
a few more. The first class had been reduced in Novenihor by the 
appointment of Denobundho Mullick, as a Sub-Inspector of Schools. 
These small classes follow the Senior Scholarship course of the Presi¬ 
dency College, and require instruction in every subject. As oral expla¬ 
nation occupies almost as long a time for two Students as for a dozen, 
and as good lectures require careful preparation, it necessarily follows 
that the Principal and Head Waster are always fully occupied with 
work. The late additions to the number of subjects for examination 
has further increased the labour. 

4. The importance of Dacca as the only College in the E.asl of 
Bengal, and in point of numbers the largest of all the Mofussil Colleges, 
entitles it to an instructive staff as large as at Hooghly, but anajxtension 
to tho present establishment is almost hopeless, as the tendency of tho 
great educational despatch is unfavorable to an increased expenditure on 
Colleges, and as Dacca till very lately annually exceeded its assignment 
by about 4,000 Rupees. The next best arrangement would be to 
remove the Students of the first two classes to the Presidency College, ■ 
and thus enable tho Principal to give more time to the third and fourth 
College classes, and to the Senior and Junior Schools. The College 

-three years ago, was declared full to overflowii^; seventy more^ 
Students have been added, and yet no increase has been given to the 
building. In fact the class rooms are now unwholesomely full. To 
reduce the numbers, full use is made of the restrictions concerning,.«ge, 
and candidates for admission to the Junior School have been superan¬ 
nuated at the ago of seven and a half years. Parents in the Mofussil 


g 
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will not send their children from home at such tender years; yet unless 
they consent to do so no admission can be granted. A necessary con¬ 
sequence is that scarcely any children of Zemindars are in the Govern¬ 
ment Schools. From my inquiry on this subject, I find that not five 
per Cent of the boys are sons of landed gentlemen. This is much to bo 
regretted. I believe that the best correctative is the establishment of 
numerous primary Anglo-Vernacular Schools, under the auspices of the 
^emindars, and assisted by Grants-in-Aid. The Sub-Inspectors in 
travelling through their Districts represent strongly to Zemindars the 
advantage of education, and numerous gentlemen have promised to 
establish such Schools. Nevertheless, their estimation of the benefits of 
education is at present so low that they generally offer only ten or 
fifteen rupees monthly for a School. As the Grant-in-Aid would "be 
of the same amount, such Schools were at first repudiated; but as the 
Zemindars would give nothing for a good Bengali School, and as instruc¬ 
tion at the primary Schools would enable their sons to enter the Anglo- 
Vernacular Schools when of sufficient age to leave home, I strongly advo¬ 
cated a concession to their wishes, and my recommendation was adopted. 

As it is, the majority of the Students in the Schools are the children of 
the Amlahs, who, with their usual acumen, fully appreciate the advan¬ 
tages of education. 

5. The Local Committee of Dacca proposed the establishment of a 
Branch School, blit it was decided not to adopt their recommendation, as 
a Government School might hinder private enterprise. The Local Com¬ 
mittee, witfi the exception of Mr. N. Pogose, still believe a branch School 
to be necessary. This gentleman, with equal perseverance and public 
spirit has, for three years, superii\,tended a School of his own. Two 
other Institutions have lately been opened, and all three are equally ad¬ 
missible to Grants-in-Aid, should they make application and prove their 
claims. If the College, in spite of these efforts of private enterprise, still 
continues oppressively full, I am of opinion that a Branch School should 
be established: there will be room enough for all. The superannuation 
of the Candidates for the lowest class at such a tender age as seven years/- 
*s strictly in accordance with the rule. 

The object of this rule is to induce parents to'educate their children in 
thq^rnacular language, but as Gurumohashoys do not teach reading as 
Europeans understand the term, it is possible to reject boys not only at 
the age of seven, but even of six years; children of Mofussil Zemindars 
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would seldom, if ever, enter the Schools if the rule wore rigorously en¬ 
forced. In point of fact, relaxation is made everywhere except at Dacca. 
The present state of the College School, in its overflowing numbers, is 
proof sufflcient of the estimation in which it is generally held. 

The result of the Scholarship examination is the best test avail¬ 
able of the efficiency of the College. In all the Colleges many students, 
after the last examination, forfeited their scholarships; but those at 
Dacca, not knowing the results in other Colleges, felt deeply depressed. 

6. As concerns gymnastic exercises, cricket has always been cultivat¬ 
ed at Dacca, and the Students generally are not averse to games. 

The Local Committee have, on my suggestion, applied for a grant of 
money to carry out some of the arrangements introduced at the Calcutta 
and Hooghly Colleges. The community of Dacca have always contri¬ 
buted from six to eight hundred rupees yearly for prizes. Part of this 
liberality this year has been restricted to prizes for athletic exercises. I 
expect that a species of Olympian games will be hold annually, and as 
the money is already paid, the prizes will be given in rupees instead of 
laurel leaves, a mode of compensation which may induce some students 
to lay aside the inactivity which Hindus frequently consider necessary 
to the dignity of a gentleman. In the College compound I have erected 
a Sun-Dial twenty-four feet long, made on a plan of my own. If it fail 
to show apparent time accurately to one minute throughout the year, I 
shall bear the expense. I have constructed another Dial on tho same 
principle on a smaller scale at Furreedpore, and shall eventually extend 
them to other Schools. It is possible to erect a good Sun-Dial true to 
five minutes at the cost of one anna. I shall place these simple Dials in 
all my Vernacular Schools. 

7. There are twelve Indigenous Schools in the city of Dacca, and ten 

Vernacular Edu- Gurumohashoys are willing to accept the services 

cation IB Dacca. of a Government Teacher, and to raise the standard ol 
acquirements in their Schools. I have established two Gurumohashoy 
circles in the city. Three or four might have been made, but as a Model 
■*Yernacular School will'probably be placed at Dacca, there would not be 
a sufficient field for both the Model School and the Circular leachers. 

8. Among the Indigenous Schools thus assisted, is one which deserves 
especial mention. It is conducted by a female named Mohinee. {lelffior 
my Sub-Inspectors nor myself have ever seen this person, as she is 
always behind the purdah; but she has accepted the aid of the Govern- 
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mcnt Teacher. The children learn their lessons in one part of the mat 
liut, and then pass round the screen to receive instruction from their 
governess. I am aware of no other instance of a purely Native School 
raised and conducted by a native female. The standard of acquirement 
in the School is not high, but books have been introduced, and one num¬ 
ber of the Seeshushekya read through. 

I shall watch the progress of this School with particular attention, and 
encourage it to the utmost of my power. Indeed I think that especial 
marks of favour might be shown to this School-mistress in order to 
induce other poor but respectable females to obtain sufficient education 
for the conduct of rudimentary Schools. 

9. The Zillah Schools in the districts through which I have hitherto 

travelled, are well conducted : yet all show that systema- 

Zillah Schools. . . . . , „ , . . „ 

tic instruction in tlio art ot teacliino is necessary. Some 

Teachers are better than others, but teaching as an art has been studied 

by none. The fault of almost universal occurrence is a want of activity 

and animation. This is due partly to the nature of the country, but still 

more to an absence of information on the best means of awakening and 

sustaining the interest of the class in the subject of its lessons. At my 

request Local Committees have written to procure books on the subject,' 

such as Dunn, Stow, SullivanJ The School-master, &c. I have also 

informed the Teachers that after allowing them a reasonable time to 

read any one of these books that they may be able to procure, I shall, 

on my retubn, examine them. 

10. It is also a subject of regret that Teachers having once obtained 
an appointment, lay aside their College reading without taking up any 
other in its stead. I have pointed out this omission, and hope to find 
that they will keep up, if they do not increase, the amount of informa¬ 
tion which they then possessed. 

There exists also a great ignorance on passing events. Their idea of 
Europe, as it is, is generally derived from Addison and Goldsmith, but 
the change in manners and customs during the last century is quite un¬ 
known to them. 'I'o remedy this defect,'the Local Committees have* 
agreed with me in ordering the Illustrated London News for the use of 
teachers and pupils. 

Tl.v. A Vernacular Library established at Dacca in October, through 

Vernacalar Libra- public spirit of Mr. Forbes of the Dacca Bank, a 
f**®' Member of the Local Committee, speedily numbered 
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fifty-four Members, each paying four annas a month. At Furreedpore 
the proposal for a Library was made in December, by the Sub-Inspector, 
Moulvie Allahadad Khan, and being supported by the Magistrate, con¬ 
tributions to the extent of nearly four hundred rupees were collected, and 
arrangements made for purchasing Vernacular works. At Burrisaul the 
Principal Sadder Ameen has kindly undertaken to promote the establish¬ 
ment of a Library. At Jessore, Pubna, Tipperah, and Noakhally, the 
subject has been brought forward, but without satisfactory results at 
present. 

12, The depots for books established by the School Book Society, 

Sale of Books operation in the Zillalis of East Bengal, 

but with the exception of the Agency at Dacca, 
have done little as yet to promote the distribution of the Society’s publi¬ 
cations in the Mofussil. The Sub-Inspectors have been directed to 
carry books for sale with them on their tours, and when requisite, 
advances to the amount of 20 Rupees have been made to enable 
them to purchase a small stock. The Teachers of the Gurumohashoy 
circles have all supplied the Schools under their care with books, and 
seven hundred and ninety-nine copies of the Seeshushekya, &c., have 
thus been disposed of. 

13. The books now most needed in our superior Schools, arc one 

on the art of teaching, and another on Agricultural 
Books required, adapted for the climate of Bengal. Tlie want 

of a good text-book for the agricultural class is greatly felt at Baraset, 
and when the study of Botany becomes more diffused will be required 
every where. The serious pecuniary hardship to poor Students in the 
frequent change of books renders me averse to recommend any funda¬ 
mental change at present. Bengali School books are numerous and 
quite sufiRcient for the present low standard of our Schools. The 
elementary English W'orks of the School Book Society, have a wide 
circulation. The Readers are stated, on the Title-page, to be adapted to 
the capacity of Indian youth, but a more unwarrantable assertion is 
Hardly possible. They are thoroughly English; for cxltmple, in the First 
Reader it is said “ William, tie the pinks to white sticks in the green 
house”—and again, “ Good boys put the fork and not the knife into 
their mouths”. The fork being held in the left hand! For Aij afld 
other reasons the orthodox Hindus of Tipperah complain, that in their 
opinion the boys learn bad manners at the Government Schools. 
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Simple as these sentences are to read, they require much explanation, 
and are not at all adapted for little Hindu children. 

14. I have found no difficulty, but on the contrary, much pleasure 

in co-operating with the Local Committees. In some 

Local Committees. , ... , » „ 

Schools the examinations have been very carefully con¬ 
ducted, and generally the Committee Meetings have been held regularly, 
but the duty is considered irksome. 

15. The sanction of the Government to the establishment of sixty 

Gurumohashoy circles at a cost not exceeding 25 
Indigenous Schools. ' i i • i • ° 

Kupees each, reached me in the middle of January. I 

had in expectation of this sanction established before the end of Decem¬ 
ber two circles in Dacca, two in Baraset, and five in the 24-Pergunnahs. 
Before the end of January, I had established three more in Baraset. 

Sub-Inspectors. ] g. Xhe Sub-Inspectors now engaged are as follows:— 

In the2i-Pergunnahs and Baraset,,,. Baboo Jugut Chunder Banorjee. 

Pubna, . . Nilmoney Sen. 

Furreedpore, . Moulavee Allahadad Khan. 

Dacca, .. Baboo Dinobundhoo Mullick. 

Burisaul, . Shamacliurn Bose. 

Jessore, . Vacant 

The Sub-Inspector of Jessore, Russicklall Sircar, resigned on account 
of ill-health brought on bj the fatigue of travelling. The Sub-Inspec¬ 
tors are inpessantly travelling, but in the Eastern Districts there are but 
few Schools to inspect, even of the Gurumohaslioys. Their duty now is 
to induce the principal inhabitants to establish Schools, and in this they 
have met with some success—near Calcutta there are many Schools, and 
Baboo Jugut Chunder Banorjee has done his duty well. During the 
past three months he has visited on the average twenty-four different 
Schools, and travelled three hundred and eighty-nine miles monthly. 
The next successful Sub-Inspector has been Moulavee Allahadad Khan. 

17. I have visited during the Quarter the following 
Brant in Aid School . purpose of establisliing Grant-in-Aid'^ 


Schdols. 

In Dacca, . Naraingunge, Moonshegunge, Rajanugger, 

Lojun, Calleepara, and the Pogose School 
at Dacca Station. 

In Furreedpore, . The Vernacular School at the Station. 
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In Pubna, .Koomerkhallee, and the Veraacular Schnol at 

the Station. 

In Jessore . Naral, Magoorah, and Slbrampore. 

In Baranet, . Hallyshuhur Koomerhatta. 


. In tile 24-Pergnnnahs,... The Roman Catholic Orphanage at iSnfally 
The Scliools at Belghoria, Syedpore, Ba- 
ranogore, Bhowaniporc and Baripore. 

I have the honor to be, 

Sir, 

Your most obedient Servant, 

H. WOODROW, M. A., 

Inspector of Schools, 


From 


To 


No. 276 of 1856. 

Wm. ROBINSON, Esquire, 

Inspector of Schools, 

Assam and North Bengal, 

Wm. GORDON YOUNG, Esquire, 

Director of Public Instruction, Fort IPilliam, Bengal. 


Dated Rungpore, 25th February, 1856. 
Sir, 

I have tlie honor to lay before you a brief report of opera¬ 
tions in my division, for the Quarter ending with the 31st January, 1856. 

During the period under review, sovci-al applications have been made 
to mo for Grants-in-Aid, but in most Instances they wore for Schools that 
had but lately "teen opened, or had yet to be establislicd. In every case 
too I felt anxious to gain more detailed information than had been fur- 
/Ilshed by the applicants regarding the prospects of the Schools, and the 
amount of local contributions, which the managers would guarantee 
towards their permanent support. References had therefore to be ma(|p 
to various parties, which has caused considerable delay, and has i^itherto 
prevented my submitting these applications for your consideration. In 
connection with each of these Schools, I beg to add that I have sought 
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to form a Local Committee of Management, composed of the principal 
native inhabitants, both with the view of fostering a practice of combina¬ 
tion for purposes of mutual benefit, as well as to inspire the people with 
a sense of personal importance, and so inducing them to take a personal 
interest in the success of the institution under their charge. I have rea¬ 
son to hope that these Committees will soon be formed, and that I shall 
shortly be able to report more satisfactorily on the subject. 

The small indigenous village Schools in Assam, I am happy to state, 
are gradually becoming more numerous, and most of them have now 
been supplied with School books, though these latter are not exactly of 
the description I should wish them to be. A few of these Schools bid 
fair to have a permanent existence, and the pupils attending them are 
making satisfactory progress. The Teachers however are, for the most 
part, very incompetent men, and are scarcely able tp do more than to 
instruct their pupils in writing and tho simple rules of Arithmetic. But 
it seems advisable that the work should be carried on oven with these 
imperfect tools, rather than that it should be deferred till more efficient 
men can be introduced into the field. I hope, by and by, to be able to 
prevail on some of them to spend a few months of the year in attendance 
at the Normal School, when I have little doubt they will gain many now 
ideas that will prove of great advantage to them in the discharge of their 
duties, and as the Normal School itself advances, a number of properly 
trained young men will be available for tho establishment of a better 
order of village Schools throughout the province. 

.Since the date of my last report, the Anglo-Vernacular School at 
Gowhattee has been raised to the status of the Zillah Schcols in Bengal, 
and this alteration in its internal management has already had a most 
beneficial effect on the institution; the number of pupils attending it 
having been doubled within the last two months. 

The people in the neighbourhood of Seebsagur in Upper Assam, are 
extremely anxious that like advantages should be extended to them, and 
as soon as an efficient Master can be procured, the Schoof at that station 
also will be placed on the same footing, with a result that I expect wilt 
be still more satisfactory. 

The other English Schools in my division, I am happy to state, are 
^vajjcing very favourably. 

During the Quarter, the district of Mymensing has been taken up,—a 
Sub-Inspector having been appointed to it on the 1st of January last. 
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He is now engaged in tiavelling tlirougli tlio district, and liis reports 
hitherto have been very favourable regarding the interest evinced by tlie 
people for the instruction of their children. Efforts are being made for 
the establishment of Schools, which I trust will in time prove suc¬ 
cessful. 

It gives me great pleasure here to bring to your notice the existence of 
a small English School at Jumalpore, founded by the Police Darogali, 
Baboo Callychurn Ghose. There arc at present 42 boys on the rolls’ 
and the jiroceeds of their schooling fees amount to Rupees 25 per men¬ 
sem. From this sum a few contingent expenses are defrayed, and the 
balance, about 19 or 20 Rupees, supports the instructive staff. The 
School has been reported of favourably by the Sub-Inspector, and mea¬ 
sures are being taken for adding a Vernacular department to it, and, 
inviting a few respectable natives to form tliemsolvos into a Committee 
for the geneial superintendence of the School. 

The Vernacular School in the Sudder station—Nusseorjibad—one of 
the 101 Schools established during the administration of Lonl llardinge, 
continues to be very popular, and its popularity I believe is in a great 
measure attributable to the very praiseworthy exertions of the Head 
Master, Baboo Janokecchurn Bose. It now numbers upwards of 150 
pupils, and the schooling fees realized during the year 1855 amount to 
Rupees 104-12, showing an increase of Rupees 40-14 above the amount 
realized in 1854. The annual examination of the School was held in 
January, and was conducted by Mr. Cooper, the Collector of «ho district, 
aided by several of the native gentry, who on this occasion subscribed 75 
Rupees for prizes, which were awarded among the successful competitors. 
At the previous examination, I understand, the subscription for this pur¬ 
pose did not amount to more than Rupees 21. 

In Sylhet nothing has been done during the Quarter under review for 
the promotion of Vernacular education, but a Sub-Inspector has since 
been appointed, and I hope, in my next report, to be able to furnish an 
account of our labours in that quarter. My report on the English 
•School at the station was submitted to you only a few'days ago, and any 
further reference to it at present will be unnecessary. I took occasion at 
the same time to Report on two very flourishing Anglo-Vernacular 
Schools in the station of Sylhet, under the superintendence of tlie^evo- 
rond Mr. Pryse, which, together with the Government School, afford a 
superior Epglish education to upwards of 350 boys. 


h 
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On leaving Sylhet I proceeded to Cherra Poongee on tho Khasia Hills 
and visited the Schools under the superintendence of the Reverend Mr 
Lewisj of which there are nine for boys and one for girls. The winte 
months being the busy time of the year for tho people on tiro hills, am 
the services of the children in all out-door occupations too valuable h 
their parents to admit of their being able to attend School regularly a 
such a time,—the aggregate daily attendance of these Schools was no 
more than 170. During the rains, however, the attendance is mud 
larger. The desire of acquiring a knowledge of letters is now spreading 
so rapidly under the Influence of these Schools, that there are severa 
young men and women residing in the neighbourhood, who receive pri 
vate instruction, and after a day of labour and fatigue spent in theij 
usual avocations, sit together in the evenings to le.arn what they can froir 
those who attend the Schools during the day. Many villages in tho inte¬ 
rior have also applied to have Schools established amongst tliem, but the 
Want of Teachers prevents a compliance with their solicitations. To mcol 
this deficiency, I have had tho honor to recommend an additional Grant- 
in-Aid to Mr. Lewis, for the support of a few youths of both sexes to be 
trained as Teachers, and when these are qualified to enter on their duties, 
the progress of education will doubtless be more rapid and extend more 
generally. Tho Khasias are just beginning to awaken to a consciousness 
of the value of education, and under the zealous exertions of the Reve¬ 
rend Mr. Lewis, so liberally aided as they are by the Government, there 
is every rellson to expect that this people, whose tempor.al condition has 
already been so much improved by their connection with the British Go¬ 
vernment, will also benefit both morally and intollectu.ally. 

The Schools for tho Kacharis in Central Assam, under the superinten¬ 
dence of the Reverend Mr. Hessehneyer, have been visited by the Sub- 
Inspector and reported on favourably. There arc but three Schools at 
present iu operation, with an aggrog.atc daily attendance of 83 pupils, and 
these wore first opened in February last year. Mr. Ilcsselmoyer writes 
to say that ho hopes, before tho end of the present Quarter, to be able to 
opcu.three more Schools in localities where the people have expressed afl 
earnest desire to have their children taught. 

Tho Model Schools, sanctioned for the districts of Rungpore, Bograh, 
and DInagepore, I am sorry to say, have not yet been opened. First, 
because no School-houses had been erected, and secondly, because no 
Teachers were available. In Rungpore, however, five houses- have been 



reported ready, viz.: in the towns of Olipore, Sonyasikota, Chilmari, Go- 
dargli^t, and Bardergunge, and I hope to make some arrangement for tho 
appointment of Teachers before I quit the district. I indulge tho hope 
that on my visit to the districts of Dinageporo and Bograh, to which 
place I am now proceeding, I shall be able to expedite measures for tho 
establishment of the Schools sanctioned for those districts also. / 

The Committee of Management of the Rungporo Zemindarce School, 
have at my suggestion adopted, during the Quarter, the plan of levying 
schooling fees, and tho result has already been a decided improvement iu 
the daily attendance of the boys. 

• Tho Sub-Inspectors have all attended to their duties satisfactorily, but 
hitherto with very little apparent success. We have many difficulties of 
no ordi ' kind to contend with, and meet with much to disappoint and 
discour us. On the wdiole, however, I believe the work is progress¬ 
ing, though it may bo with slow and stealthy stops. 

I have the honor to be, 

Sir, 

Your most obedient Servant, 

WILLIAM ROBINSON, 

Inspector of Schools, 

Assam and Nmih Deivjid. 


Fiioii 


No. 74. 

THE ASSISTANT INSPECTOR OF SCHOOLS, 

South Bengal, 


To 


W. GORDON YOUNG, Esquire, 

Director of Public Instruction, 

Fort Jf’ilham. 

0 


28f/i February, 1856. 


With reference to your letter No. 74, dated 7th ultjjjio 
I have tho honor to submit a brief narrative of my proccediBgs duniir 
tho quarter ending 31st January last. 
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2. Eighteen, out of the twenty Model Schools sanctioned by Govern¬ 
ment for the Districts of Nuddea, Burdwan, Hooghly and Midnapore, 
were established during the quarter ending 31st October, 1855. The re¬ 
maining two Schools have been opened in the quarter under review; so 
that each of those districts has now its full complement of five Schools, 
i 3. The total number of pupils receiving instruction in the Model 
Schools, amounts to 2,738. 

4. Considering the short period for which the Schools have been 
opened, the progress made by the pupils of those among them which 
were established at the commencement of our operations in September 
last is very creditable. The first classes in them read the Nitibodh, Ani-‘ 
mal Biography (School Book Society’s) and Arithmetic. One School 
in entitled to particular notice, viz., that at Mohospore in Nuddea. The 
progress of the pupils of this institution far exceeds the progress made 
by the Students of any other School. They have finished the Nitibodh, 
Charupat, part I., a portion of Fart II. and Jebiinoharita. 

5. The pupils in general arc remarkable for their zeal and pay groat 
attention to their studies. Of this I have great pleasure in mentioning 
one particular instance. While on my late tour of inspection, I e.x- 
amined the pupils of the Model School at Jowgong, and to please them 
wanted to give them a holiday; but I was agreeably surprized to find 
that they expressed great unwillingness to avail themselves of it, 
saying that the holiday would be an unnecessary interruption in their 
lessons. 

6. The inhabitants of nearly all the villages, where the Schools have 
been established, take a lively interest in them. The elders frequently 
visit the Schools and sit for hours together, hearing the boys read and 
explain their lessons, and appear greatly pleased with the mode of tuition, 
the new Class Books, the orderly arrangement of the boys in their res¬ 
pective classes, &c. I cannot here pass over an instance of the sincere 
pleasure which an old gentlemen of Gopalnaggur, in Midnapore, express¬ 
ed, while listening to the reading of a boy in the School there. After 
attentively listening for some time, ho burst into an exclamation cx-» 
pressive of the superiority of our system over that in use in the Patsal- 
lahs under Gurumohasoys, and anticipating the most beneficial results 
frojn the former, actually shed tears of joy. 

7. This state of things certainty augurs well for the future prosperity 
of the Model Schools. 
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8. Measures are being taken by thg inhabitants of the villages in which 
the Model Schools have been established for the erection of the School 
Houses, and in some, the buildings have made considerable progress. 

9. In three out of the twenty Model Schools, there has been a 
decrease in numerical strength in the quarter under reference. In the 
School at Jowgong this is owing to a feud which sprang up amongst the'’ 
inhabitants of the village, by which they were divided into two parties; 
and, as the School was located at the house of a member of one 
party, the members of the other party objected to send their children 
there. On the occasion of my last visit, however, I was glad to observe 
that affairs had taken a better turn, and boys were again slowly return¬ 
ing. 'I am confident that in a short time the School will regain its 
former numerical strength. The inhabitants have also engaged that 
similar causes shall not in future be allowed in any way to affect tlio 
Interests of the institution. 

IQ. In the School at Mancor tho falling off in the nmnbcr of boys 
is to be ascribed to an impression in tho lUinds of many of the villagers, 
that the object of tho institution was proselytizing, and that the Teachers 
were Christians sent up from Calcutta for that purpose. This iinpics- 
sion appears to have been created in their minds by the machinations of 
the Gurumohasoys whoso Patsalas had begun to bo deserted on tlio 
establishment of the Model School. Fortunately, however', tho Hoad 
Master of the School is an Orthodox Pandit, and an inhabitant of a 


village near Mancor. When these circumstances became known to 
them, the erroneous impression began to bo cffiiced, and on the- occasion 
of my last visit, I was glad to find that their confidence was being gra¬ 
dually restored. 

11 The novelty of the Model School at Khantoora attracted, at tlio 
commencement, a large number of pupils. The only available houses 
which had been lent by the villagers for the School, were too small o 
accommodate such a number, and though the pupils attended for a time 
in spite of the inconvenience arising from want of room they have since 
gradually fallen off. It is, however, hoped that wlien.tho new School 
House is completed, we shall have the same number of boys again. 

12. Of the ten Vernacular Schools undm- the old those at 

Ooterparah and Midnapore are in a flourishing state. m yo 
Boinchec had been remodelled and was gradua y miprov 
the opening of an English School in that village, that institution 



") 


begun to bo deserted. Towards the elose of the quarter, ending 31st 
October 1855, the School at Jyntiporo was in a very bad state; the 
number of boys was only 17. In October last the Master got a month’s 
leave of absence, and a Student of the Normal School was sent to 
officiate for him in his absence. During the incumbency of the locum 
tenens the School began to flourish; thus proving that its bad condition 
was owing to want of abilities in the Master as a Vernacular Tcaclier, 
doubts of which had already begun to bo entertained. I therefore, 
required him to come down to Calcutta, on tlio expiration of his Ic.avo, 
to pass an examination, before ho rejoined his post. Since the requisi¬ 
tion he has disappeared. The officiating Master has been consequently 
appointed to the post, and the Scliool is prospering under his able 
man.agement. The number of pupils has risen from 17 to 79. 

12. During the Quarter under review, an application for a Grant-in- 
Aid was received from the Committee of Management of tlie Vernacular 
Scliool at Kishnaglmr, and being recommended, has been sanctioned to 
the extent of 35 Rupees per month. 

13. In the sclierae of Vernacular Education, which I had submitted 
to His Honor the Lieutenant Governor when a Member of the late 
Council of Education, I had proposed the appointment of two Sub- 
Inspectors in the four Districts of Nuddea, Burdwan, Ilooghly and 
Midnaporo. But, with a view to the speedy commencement of opera¬ 
tions, you desired mo to avail myself of the services of four, or one 
officer for each Zillah. They continued in their posts till December last, 
when, all the Model Schools except one having been established, the 
services of two out of the four were dispensed with. The remaining two 
having taken charge of the four Districts under me, were, in considera¬ 
tion of additional labor and increased travelling charges, promoted to 
the higher grade on 150 Rupees per month each, under your orders 
of the 28th December, 1855. 

14. During the Quarter the Bengali translation of Select Fables 
from James’ Fables of Ailsop has been completed and printed. Treatises 
on Geography, Arithmetic and Elements of Natural Philosophy arc •iu 
the press. The translation of Rasselas is complete, and will soon bo 
sent to the press. The works in History, Astronomy, Biography, &c., 
’are in course of active preparation. 

15 'r^ The Normal School continues to open in the Sanskrit College 
Rooms, between the hours of 7 and 9| in the mornings, v The progress 



of the pupils has been satisfactory.^ilkcn have received appointments 
during the Quai'ter, four in the hWel Schools and eleven in the Verna¬ 
cular aided Schools. The School is well attended; the nmnher of 
pupils amounts to 93. 

1C. The Sub-Inspectors under me have been busily engaged in 
inspecting the Schools in their respective Districts. They have given 
mo great satisfiiction by their ^ligonce, zeal, .and attention to their 
duties. 

I have the honor to be, 

Sir, 

Your most obedient Servant, 

ESIIWUR CIIUNDRA SIIA1»IA, 
Assislattt Inspector of Schools, Soidk Beiyal. 







